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A BREVIAR 


Of all che greateſt 


 PERSECUTIONS. 


W:.1ch have befallea the 


Saints and People of God 


From the Creation to our preſent Times x 
PARAPHRAS'D, 


By Nicholas Billing , 


Ot AMert, Col. Oxom. 


Plal. 4.4. 22. - 


For thy ſake are we killed all the long ; we are 
counted as ſheep for the [lawghters. 


Nil crus ſcorit in nervo, cum animus cf in calo. Tertal. 
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To the Right Worſhipful, 
FEREMY MARTIN 


Door of Phy ſick in Briftol , 


Internal 
All Exrernal CHoppieſs 
Ecernal 


Honoured Sir, 
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Saxes Am not ignorant 
S=> that we now live in 
=> as ccnſorious an age 
SPA as cver the Sun 
S35$@2=> ſhind on; wherein 

SSSISE thcreare not a few 

I that will ſnap and ſnarle at the po- 

liteſt lines, and refined'ſt invenci- 

ons whatſoever ; (when perhaps 
the matter is toodeep, for the ſhort 
line of their Judgements to ſound 
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"The Enifle- 
the bottom of : 7) What hard mea- .| 
| furethen Iam liketo bave, for ſuf- 
fering this my naked and incult 

Mule to venture abroad on the o- | 
pen ſtage, I amnor alittle ſenſible 

of. | But yet,becauſe private bene- | 
fits, do often call for- publickac- | tc 
Enpwledgements 5 will not bea- | tl 
ſhamed to let the world know, 1 
am exceedingly engaged to-you ; | 
nor could I be contented till I had 
F- made ſome part of amends for your 
C: received favours ; 3 Preſuming that 
4 your Heroick minde, {weet nature, 
and generous diſpoſition, will re- | 0 
{pe& more ( Aer oxerxer-like ) the | ir 
inward RR, then theoutward 

___ [Aﬀion: © © pleas d therefore, . 
| _ Noble Ne to perſiſt ſtill in your - 
wonted goodneſs, and favourably | 
accept of that in the birth, which |,te 
Four encouragements fv; thered in | nc 
the conception. The ſubje& F 1 tc 
., Fouls is Divine (as tag: of 'a | 
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Deaiwatory. 
| Buſhall ina flame, yet not conſum-* 
ed; .enough to dazle our eyes' with 
its aſtoniſhing glory) and therefore 
 deferves to be better bhandled,'bya 
more Graphical Paraphraſt then my 
1 ſelf: And if my jangling toll in ber- 
| ter ringers, I ſhall be gladof it;-In. 
the mean, I will let my green fruits 
ripen under the Sun-ſhine of your 
judicions Eye : and though my 
<a (like old Pewter){eem dull for 
| wanr of ſ{cowring ; yet may they 
recetye a' gloſs from/your reſplen- 
dent Name. . Pythagoras was of 


opinion, that two things (and they i.e 


Hiſt. 1. 12, 
from above) made a man trul y glo- Pp-343+ 


{ rIOUs; the one was, To conceive 
| aright of things 3 the other was, 
| To know how to be beneficial to 
others. Sweet Sir, I will got flat- 
ter you (for I am confident you do 
not defire it, chuſing rather to'be 
| too modeſtly {poken of, then tobe: 
Mounted on the wings of Popular 
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applauſe) but I dare ſay, you are 
endowed with both : You have af- 

fe&ed to be acquainted with the na+ 
_ tures of moſt (may I {ay all? )diſca- 
ſes; and have effected (God making 
your undertakings ſuccesful) as rare} 
cures as everany,l will except none-j 
I cannot ſtand to ſpecific them z this! 
one ſhall ſerve for all : Your emi-' 
nent 8kill in recovering Epilepti-j 
cal maladies, is ſufficiently known! 


o 
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to many. What ſhall I ſay of my 
{elf in particular ? am not I bound] 
to bleſs God, ſince firſt I had the} 
- happineſs to be acquainted with} 
you ? Have not [I great cauſe to 
admire (and, 1f I may fo ſay, adore 
you for) your profound judgment, | 
your excellent ability, and ſingular] 
care, iſo oportunely exerciſed to- 
wards me your Patient, in the rai- 
ſing up of my infirm body, even 
then, when I had paſſed the ſentence 
of death upon my ſelf, and was 


Dedicatory. 


thought, in the eyes of all, irre« 
coverable ? .I were unworthy to 
live, if I did nor. 

Theodoricus, an Archbiſhop Of ave Of. 
Colen, being demanded by S ieiſunnd® le pet 
rej theEmperor,of the direGeſt courſe Pew 

-j to Happineſs 3 Perform (laid he) 
1s} when thou art well, what thou pro- 
i-] miſedst when thou wall fick, This 
1-5 puts me in minde of a double en- 
'nj gagement which I made in the time 
yi of my calamity; Firſt, to God Al- 
dj mighty, Thar I woul4i endeavour, 
ef 1f hebut pleaſed to ſpare me my 
hf life,to devote my ſelf wholly to his 
off fear, and walk more obediently be- 
ef fore him, then I had formerly done: 
Next to you, as the onely inſtru- 
rj} mentin the hand of God, for the 
repairing of the ruinous walls of 
my fleſhly Tenement,I promiſed to 
agnize it, ſo longas I liv'd. I be- 
ſeech God, that theſe promiſes may 
bethe prodromes of ſeconding = T 

| OL* 4 


formances, I pray Sir, give me: 
leave to tell you, you are the onely 
man living, whom [ Copedbarively 
honour, not onely for your learning 
and knowledge (though that were 
enough to convince me )) bur for 
your ineſtimable Vertges ; as Tem- 
perance, Humility, @&c. which 
are as ſo many ſparkling Orna- 
ments, and Orient Pearls, to enrich 
and iIluſtrate the very place you 
come in. To ſpeak nothing of 
your Piety , that onely will we 
mend you in the.eyes of God. 
might ſay, and ſay cruly, that She 
are{uch a 'common good ro your 
Country, that good men love you, 
and all men admire you : but I will 
not gild Gold ; neither may I think 
that bright Phebus beams can be. 
the more increaſed by the preſent-. 
ing. of a ſilly Taper : nay, I;am: 
ſomewhat., conſcious to my :ſelf 
of. eclipling the great Luminary 


. . - 4 - - 
b 23 "om 
- 
+» *. 
| tr | * pt T Oo 
8 WP F : 6 
as . II) Fo "o 


Dedicatory. 


'fof your ſerene worth , with the 
Tobumbration of a Timanthean 
vel. 

! Tf I have herein offended, it is 
{againſt my will; Iam forry for it; 
jand I hope your ingenuity will 
pardon me, laying the fault on the 
defes of my Youth, as being not 
over - burthened with Criceronian 
| Eloquence. But what though 1 
cannot cloathe my minde 1n tuch 
fine airy garments, nor adorn my 
Paper with ſuch Rh<torical jewels 
as others can? yet may Ias deeply 
engrave you on the Marble Tablet 
of my fidelious breſt, as any, while I 
am, 


SIC, 


The eLtVenth Your Honours very 
* | Dayof MarCh humble, thankfa), 
| MDCLYV. and much-obli- 


oed ſervant, 
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ESHERHERHEI EI HEIRS 
To the Reader. L-: 


Y cl 
23”4 
Courteous Reader, p* ſe 
Hey that cannot have lerifure to take a ; nl 
fullſurveyof Countries themſelves, may BY 
get ſee ſomewhat to their content , in the” 
Geographical Maps and deſcriptions of others. W 
Thou haſt here preſented to thy View, the Book of || © 
Martyrs in a little room ;, which us already ex- | \ 
tant, though in a larger extent, Now if the || 7 
Tyranne of thine affairs are ſo imperious, or ||? 

. the Weakze ſ{ of thy purſe ſo 1njurtous, as toim- | 1 
pede thy peruſal of the Hiſtory of the Church | « 
(which 15 alſolutely the beſt (Teve one) 1 the | 
Chriſt1az world,)etther in the voluminors works | © 
of the Iahorios (now with God) Mr. FOX ; or tn | 
the conciſer ColleFions of that Reverend Divine 
and Famo:s Martyrologist (till with w) Mr. 
Clark (ot of whoſe Garden 1 have gathered 
this Poſte of flowers:) Thou may t ( if it pleaſe 
thee) accept of this Breviary, which will not coſt 
5 much mony 11 the buying, and but a little time 112 
IJ the-readiig, Herein thou may'(t ſee (though 
3 breefly, yt at obſcurely) the goodneſs of God, 177 
mantairnng and preſeruing to himſelf through- 
out all Ages, a peculiar People, zealous of good 
works, notwithſtanding all thetr confronting ene- 
mes whatſoever : and thouzh boyſtrous gulls of 
Tem- 


To the Reader. "2 


Temptation, have ever toſſed the Sarnts up and 

own, on the ran1ng billowes of Perſecution ; 

Tt have they alwayes held up their heads above 

Qrater - The mare theſe Grapes have been preſſed; 
The more Wire have they yielded , Juniper burnt 
a Amells ſavourteit, (o do they ; Chamomile trod, 
ay Aarowes faſteit, ſo do they ;, pounded Spices ſmell 
be ſweeteft,ſo do they. Affiiion 15 Gods furnace 5 
5. the Sarts ire Gold put 13to it, not to be conſum- 
of [fed but to rciurn more glortow, That ſayings 
-- | Veritas prem1 poreſt, opprimi nunqam, 
ie || Truth may be Uam'd, but never ſham'd, berem 
4 (14s UVerifid, Though Antiochus commanded 
= ; the Book of Gods Law to be Curt 12 the fire, and 
h | cut in pieces, making 1t death for any man to 

e | keep it by im : Though Dioclefian cauſed _ 
, 


| them to be burned 17 the ſtreets, and made the 
Churches and houſes of God even with the 

| ground (as Euſeb.Lib.8.Cap.4. hath tt) the 

 # more tt hath beer 6h bt the more it hath 
' | ſpread aud ercreaſed, to the ſpiritual edification 
| of the houſe of God , whereof Jeſw Chrift ts the 
Corner-Stoze, Hierom 1» his Epiſtle to Cor- 
marius, 7eports, That 12 a7 whole years ſpace, 

| there paſſed 1i0t oxe day (the Calenas of January 
excepted) wherem frue thouſand Chrifiians were 

not made away with, And——=But I will not 
detain thee ( Gentle Reader ) in my Porch 
like a ſtraniger, leſt I be thought churliſh. well 
then, in a few words (for I will not now ftandto 


from 


To' the Reader. 

ſtrain complements with thee) I have made zo 
great preparation fer thee : And if thou wilt be 
pleaſed to accept of ſuch poor entertatament as 
my "Muſe 15 able to afford thee, ſhe grues thee an 
zxuittation, Come 11,fall toeat freely with agood 
will, and thou art heartily welcome : But tf th 
aaraty palate be ſo nice, as to make thee hayker 
after the moſt exquiſit diſhes ard coſtlr it Uards 
that ca: be got for love or mory 1 tell thee truly 
(friend) I hay't it for thee, thou had'ſt beſt go 
where ſuch 15 to ke had ; and that 15 all the harm 
T wiſh thee ;, az:d(o I bud thee 
ky Farcwel. 


320283 33 76,25 7:25 97203 006 
In Amici ſul chariſhmi; 
:| NicuoLat BitLLINGSLY 


od gp Mm 
| Brachy-hagio-Martyrologiatn 
4 | Didtichon Panegyricum-. 

1, 

6 Hic magnum in parvo; veteris Monumenta virority 
__ Et Mortem & Mores (candide Leftor) babes, 


T skills no lcfs large Tomes r'Eptomize, 
Then at the frlt the ſame for to deviſe. 
'Twas Homers prailc his Iliadsto indite, 
Anothers 1n a Nut-ſhell chem to write, - 
Like worth belongs to thee; & to thy book; 
Wherein(as in an Oprick) if we look, 
We may at once more briefly far behold, 
What Fox,and others, have at large us.told, 
Touching {uch Martyrs as did live and die 
I'th'fath of Chriſt ; whoſe ſacred memory 
N | Thou do'ſt receivezthar they on earth again 
May live with us,we'n heaven with them 
(may raign. 
God grant us this ; and fo to make an end, 
. Thou them, I thee, cannot roo'much com- 


mend. 
Avg. Il, | Þ E: , 4 8, | We 
1656, | ou. 
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EE TEE RE BE WIE 
Dz o Opt. Max. | 


Giri God, who grafy'ſ in thine eternal fl {ts 
JF The world, & toundes: with apporated lifts 
The ſwag ring tullowes; thou who haſt exroll'd 
Thy Marble Gallery with ſtuds of Gold, 

whe e throze the jace-veild Seraphims on high 
Aduance above the Porph'ry-Arched ske 

Who all thizgs did ſt, and do'ſt, adwilt fulfill, 
According to the courſel of thy will : 

O ſhew thy power 1: thy ſervant weak, 
Rouze my dull Muſe, enable her to ſpeak 
Druinely of thy Saznts, that in ths ſtory 
The World (as 17 a glaſi) may ſee thy glory. 
Fiſh this work, this work 13 thee begun, 

Ard make it ttve, when I am dead and gon. 
Thoſe looſer Poets who begty betimes 

Topleaſe Vain fancies with Iaſciutous Rhimnes, 
Thinksog thereby to eternize ther name, 

What do they leave but Monuments of ſhame ? 
Ther works ſhall rot ; while ſuch as bave a ſure 
Foundation, ſhall eternally endure, 

Let 10 man arck with Apollinean Bayes 

Ky browes 3 thene be the Glory, thine the Praiſe. 


PERSECUTIONS 


Mentioned in the 


Old Teſtament. 


SECT. I. 


The Perſecution of the Church 17# the firs Ages 
of the world , and ſo forward till Chriſt s 


Incarnation. 


Dar being left unto his own free-will, 
Satan-the Primo»genitor of ill, 
Maligning his ſo proſperous eſtate, 

Did exercife his Diabolick hate, 

Under the hood of friendſhip, to o'cethrow 

Both root, and branch at one peſtiferous blow. 


VVith large-pretcading promiſes his ſuic 


He varniſh'd thus , if the forbidden fruic 


Bur kiſs their lips, they ſhould more clearly fee, 
And full as = 44 their Creator be. 

Thus Satan's Engines play'd, till in concluſion 
He took the Fort, by his ſo ſmooth delufion. 


B Poor 


Gen4-Gy 
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The Churches Perſecution 


oor man made ſhipwrack of his Ianocence, 
w his God-requir'd Obedience t 

The | , and by his hapleſs fall, 

2h Ioft his happineſs,bis God and all, 

For ever ; Ah! he canmot any more 3 

Enjoy thoſe bleffings he enjoy'd before 

In his firſt tate; and all that he can win, 

Is death, Death is the V'Vages due to fin. 

Burt whatof that ?yerhath ir pleas'd the Hhgh'ft 

To giveeterbal life through Jeſus Chrift 

Our bleſſed Lord : whoever do belieyc 

In him alone, are certain to receive 

A glorious Crown : O ſee what Gol hzth done, 

To ſaye poor finners, he hath ſent his Sogn, 

His ogely Son, who willingly came down, 

To bear the croſs,that we might wear the Crown. 

Strange condeſcenticn ! the great God aboye 

Is pleaſ'd embrace us in the armes of love. 

Ogroundleſs depths ! O loye beyond degree ! 

The guiltleſs dies,to fer the guilty free ! 

Nor ceas'd the malice of the black-brow'd Prince | 
Of the Low-Countries, hell, for ever fince 1 
Mans forfeiture of his heav'n-granted leaſe, 

He hath been ative comoleſt che Peace 

Of Chrift-confiding Saints, and like a Lyon 

Hath feiz'd on thoſe who bear govd wilt co Sion 
Amongſt the whea:, he ſows feditious tares ; 

And ſetteth men rogecher by the cars. 

Nay more unnatural then that, one brother 
: He infligates ro perfecute another 2 | 
Grciu4.s. TOs Gus Cain, whoſe brothers bloud * 
2 0 heaven tor vengeance cry'd, and cry*d aloud's 
Fea.9.22, Did act curs'd Haw his naked Father mock, 
(A gracelels brane, ſprung from a righwous _—_ | 
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.: Opprefſed //5*el, how their ſhoulder grones 


mentioned in the Old Teſtament. 


Did not the Sodomites deride Jult Lo ? 
And ſpurious [ſbhm'el Iſaac, did he not ? 


acob rough Eſa hates Joſeph's (old 
rn Iſhma*.itifh ee: behold 


| Beneath their maſly loads, hard hearted ones ! 
* And muſt the new-born Males be iifled by 
| The Mid-wives ? O uaheard-ofcruelty ! 

| And if theſe fail, may they not live a while ? 
| Nog drown'd they muſt be in ſeptemfluous Nile. Ex0.3.22. 
} Breaſt-hardaed Pba'sb, what did CHMoſes do Exo. 2.15. 


3 VVorthy thy wrath? and may not /ſr'el go Ex8.2.14. 


# From thy enſlaving hands, bur bear the priac 
| Thy ſcourges leave? O heart wall'd round with flint! 


Years not a few the ſr lites were drudges Iudg.3.8. 


® Unto th'[dolatrous and felf-law'd Judges , 


Compel'd to leave their homes, and hide themſelyes Judg.s. 3, 
3 In dens and cayes, from perſecuting Elves : 
And when Gods bounty fertiliz'd their land, 
All was deftroyed by the F{idian band : 
The Phbiliftiws thirty four thouſand flay 
| Of them,and carryed Gods Ark away ; 
% A Smith in [ſr ee/ could not be found 

4 To fit their inftruments co ill the ground, 

7 Theland was ſo caſlay'd rather choſe, 
{ Then ftarve,tobe behoidiog to their toes, 

1 VVith his keen javelin, ſpirit=haunted Saw! 
1 Afay'dco ſtick up Devid *gainſt the wall. 
Prophetick Dapid,with a patient car, 

3 DidShime?s railing 00 bear. E” 
1 Egyptian Sb:ſbok prov'd ferns lems rod, 
| AS the trends from the houſe of God. 
. pour which is ſtrange) good Aſa's ſpirit riſen 


Gods Pr , caſts him into priſon. p. 
wods Prophet —_ "y 


— . - -- 


4 The Churches Perſecut 1077, &C, 


:  aChroar8. Hbab hates Micah, Tn Fehoſaphat 
| = 4 His reign, the Church of God was ſtormed at. 
20.23, Elijah, was delpis'd by Jezabel, 
x King.rs, By whom ſo many hely Prophecs fel]. 
3, Eliſpa ſuffers ; in Jehorames reign 
-——_ 3 udal's oppreſs'd.Good Zecharigh”s (lain j 
Ang. Tas on SES dds b 
31. ands of Fwdab f{l:w, did thoutangs bring 
wb =”: vote a Poor J#d4b pines $ 
oL7. y th Edomites, Afyrians, Philiftines. 
a wx %*4* The Prophet Eſay by Menaſſes 54 
2 Chro.28. Was ſawn in ſunder with a wooden ſaw. 
"AY And Feremiab after ſlandrous mocks, 
«pong VVas beaten fore, and put intothe ſtocks. 
+ ay hc was he (liberty deny\d him) flung 
118.18, Jaco the myry Cungeon, where he clung 
Jer. 20.2. At laft drag) thence, into th*Egyptian land 
$537 - 5. He needs mutt gothe Captains him command : 
3, "uy Apt his Thren-odes, thoſe picus Elegies, 
J - 4 ament the falligo Churches mileries. 
Dan.3-23; Nebachaantzzar ina rage doth throw - 
| Shadrach,snd Meſhech, and Abednego | 
Jato the turnice hors By wicked men 4 
Dans. 26. Daziel is calt into the Lyons D:n. | 
Efther.3, Proud Hamas periecntes poor Afordecay, 
we _ a ts S gpm that in one day 
ES s people {hould be killed-murth*couſly. 
E212 44+ The Jews returning from captivity, , 
Judab's dilturb'd and oppotition's found 


"+ - 
q. M . " 
LO _ MEE /_ 


Fo (ground : 
_ - - When they would raiſe Gods Temple from the 
eg®» Build it they do t though men and deyils conjoyne 


They*c Powers, they cannot fruſtrate Gods defigne. 
SECT. | 


| 5 IF a, 
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SEGHI. I, 


The Perſecution of the Church {459 Nehemiah 
to Antiockus bis times, ad allo under An- 
t)chus E p1phancs, beinre the natimuty of 
Chriſt, aLout 166 years. 


Liaſhib the High-Prieft being dead, 
?mdas. his ſon tucceeded in his ſtead ; 
Ard fobn the next, who in the Temple {1:w 


| Jeſus which ſcught to wrong him of his due, 
{ No fooner had Bagoſes heard the News, 


But with a potear force, he kept the Jews, - 
(The Jews inclos'd within Ferws'lems walls) 


! Till ſewn years ended, under {laviſh thralls ; 


Compellicg them to lay down fifry Drachtmes 
Fcr ev'ry Lamb that fed their dayly flames. 
7addms (?obn dead) ſucceeded, who ding told, 
Ot Alexander's 2&5, and how he would 


| Come (hortly, hein's Prieftly robes aray'd, 
} For Gods direRtion and proreftion pray'd. 


The King fell dowa, the Jews did in a ring 


! Excircle him,and faid,God fave the King. 


He check*d, reply'd, 1 do not (that were odd) 


” Adorethe High-Prieſt, bue the High-Priefts God, 


» & Thea leave to live afcer thei: Ancient orders 


He grants the Hebrews, and deſerts their Dorderse 
Antiochns Epiphanes did go 
Unto Fersſalems: nor friend cor foe 
wy his fury, he the Temple (poil*d 
Otall her Ornamcncs, and ic defil'd ; 


J 


The Perſtcution of the Charch, Yc, "#1 


The Martyrdom of the Maccabecs. 


Yea, he inhibiced the godly Jews 
Thoſe daily ſacrifices . did uſe ; 
And having madethcir goodly Aructures yoid, 
He led ſore captive, many he deftroy'd, 

Forc'd others to forſake God, and adore 
Thoſe Idols he himſelf fell down before : 

Bur they that minded not his menacings, 

VVere whip'd and maim'd, had cruel torturings ; 
Some crucifi'd ; they hang'd the female ſex, 
And hung young Children at their parents necks, *? 
VVaart 4.5 of Sacred V Vrit chey found, the ſame | 


VVerecaſt into the all-deyouring flame. 
Upon a Sabbath day theſe merc'lefs {laves 
Did flifle thouſands hid in unclos'd caves. 
And now Aathias pious and deyour, 
Led forth the Chriſtians *gainſt this impious rout, 
Deltcoy'd their Altars 3 Providencedid bleſs 
All his eadeavours with defir'd ſucceſs, 
His ſons, Mfathias, Judas, and the refit 
Did ſcowre their country, and their foes ſuppreſt, 


e- 


SECT. III, 


' 
The Martyrdom of the Maccabeecs, unatr the 
ſame Anriochus. | 

a religious care 


Ons aGRs with | 
h-priefts office, and EnIr | 
Drdins heb is ws 


To turn him out: che moying © oper 
Drown from the Julius of © Ovdas cauſe 
Sabjets Oni 0 th Imperious Lite 
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/ For anediR is forthwith by 

* Ser forth,agd ſealed with his Royal Ring , 
7 Theſenceis this, #hoewer of the Jews, 
; Or Hieroſolymitazes, refuſe 


The Maytyrdom of the Maccabees, 


Of wilfull Tyranny, by whoſe compunQion, 
This good man leaves his Sacerdotal funRion, 
For one that leaſt deſeryzd it ; no other 

Might cake ic up, but his falſe-hearted brather 2 


” VVho now but Jaſon! 7oſon is the man 
7 Muſt drive on the defigny Faſo began 

| Toforce the people to renounce the crue 
* Andold 
* Tabjure their Temples, to extruRt them baths: 
# To quit their beaten and acculſtom'd pathes, 


gion, to embrace a new ; 


For proſecutiog of more choice delights, 
And abrogate their ceremonial Rites ; 
To drink in Greekiſh cuſtomes, 2nd betimes 
Train up their ficipliags to unlawful Cimes. 
But mark th'event, a (ig-provoked God 
Doth flame in fury, making them a rod 
(Whoſe Laws were ſtudiouſly obſery'd,) to ſcourge 
Thoſe Mimick emulator, who would urge 
Sogood a God ; their fricnds become thei foes, 
T'infliR on them innumerable woes. 
the King 


To offer up a Sacrifice wnts 
The gods, he withent any more ado 
(Bejedes tboſe beatings be was like to fee!) 
Sheuld bave his members Racked en a whacl. \ 
Antieebas perceiving this Egia . 

VVas little prevalent, alchough ſo ina, 
So rigorous, but that 2 many choſe . 
Rather to dig, then their Religion lo@z | 
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Caus'd facrific'd ſwines fleſh be given about 

Toey'ry man. Amongſt the mixed rout 

Stood Eleazar honot'd for his age, . 

Reverend, Pious, Vertuous and ſage, 

In whom the graces all in one combin'd | 

Indeed he had an heayen-enamel'd mind : 

To whom Aztiochwus doth break the chains 

Of Glence thus? Old man, avoid thoſe pains 

VVait on the obſtinate, for once b'advis'd 

By me, and cat what here is facrific'd : 

Cheriſh thy rev*rend age, and do not ſcorne 

The beneht of lifes what though th*art born 

A Jew? yct cat: no wiſe man will refuſe 

That meat which.nature hath ordain'd for uſe : 

V'Vhy ſhonld this beaſt be more abominable 

Then other beaſts ? canſt cell ? ſure th*art not able : 

V'Vhy was it made, if not to be injoy'd ? 

And gifts unus'd, what are thoſe gifts but yoy'd ? 

Admit your Laws are juſt, yet may coaQtion 

Excuſe thee; *tis no yoluntary aQtione 

To whom thi: Neftor (whoſe undaunted bref? 

VVas flanid with zeal) an anſwer thus expreſt : 
We, O Antioohme, love not vain hows 

Bur true Religion, nor Racks, nor blows, (chains, 

Nor breſt all gor'd with darts, hands worn with 

Nor eaſe exchanged for a thouſand pains ; 

Famige nor ſword, nor all, ſhould make us ſmother 

Our lov/d Religion, to embrace another 2 

Know then Proud King, I nothing weigh thy threats, 

As to prcfane my lips with broad meats 2 

Ple joy to luffer for a righteous cauſe, 

Rather then violate thoſe Heav'a-made Laws : 

*Tis but a death ar moſt, if I fulfil nor. | 


Toy wil ls and diſobey my God I will not x 


Urge 
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Lirge me no more, for do it I will never ; 
This I reſolve, and will herein perſeyer, 
Expoſe me to the ravenous Lyons paw, 
Yet I'ie not make a rupture 1n the Law + 
Rip up my Entrails, do z and when that's done, 
Fling,fling mvinto an hate-l;ghe Dungeon : 
Pluck ont theſ: eyes with Pinſers , ler the lame 
Burn me to cinders, vil be Bill rhe fame, 
Think nor that Pil rec2n: b-caule 3n old 
And feeble, go ; trorments (hall inoke me bold : 
# Iam conten: to ſuffer for my God, 
And patiently ſuitain his chaſtcing rod 2 
8 The zeal 1 bear is not a zeal that founds 
| Jt's happineſs on fuch unſtable grounds, 
As once to move me Or to make m2 rotter”s 
{ No, Tyrant, were thy tury ten times herter. 
7 le laugh death in the face, when I lzy down 
4 This life, to cake up an immortal Cromwa. 
$ Bleſt 1 hall be, alchbough by thee accurtt 
Tyrant I challenge thee, Co, do thy worſt, 
With that the ſoldiers hale him co the place 
2 Of torment, ſtrip him, whip him, and do lace 
J His back with ſtripes,rill bloody fireams our-guſh, 
4 Andinthe face of the tormentor bluſh + 
3 While he was under the aMicter's hand. 
7 One ſtood, andcry'd, Obey the Kings command : 
I Bur paticatly this worthy man endur'd | 
A world ol wounds, too dang'rous to be curd : 
And dartiog up his venerable eyes, 
He knew for whom he was a facrifice ; 
In whom he did belieye:then cafts a look 
On his afflited ſelf, and fees a brook, 
A bubbling brook, with uncontrouled tides, 


Crimſon their paſſage from his mangled fides: Fe 


% 


And whea his ſufferance over-flow'd che banks 
Of tormentghe admix'd,geve God the thanks, 
They leathfome liquor int* his noſtrils pouring, 
Did then commit him to the flames deyouring 2 
Yer when his natral life began to fail 
And his approaching death would take no bail ; 
Having his waſting eyes en Heaven laid, 
His dying breach breath'd forth theſe words, & ſaid, 
Thou O my God art he who bringeft down 
To th'grave, giv'k life, and with thac life a Crowng 
Behold (dear Lord) I'm {wallow'd by deaths jaws, 
For the firift keeping of thine own-made Laws, 
Sweet Father hear me O be pleas'd co keep 
Thy boſome- Nation, ſuffer nor thy Sheep, 
Tobedevour'd by Wolves, that are too bold 
To worry them, or ſcare them from their fold : ; 
O ler my death conclude all miſerie, > El 
Ard grant in dying I may live to thee. 
Now I am found in thee, can I be loſt ? 
He ceas'd, and ceafing 'yeilded up the Ghoft. 
| The Kiogs diſpleaſure waxing now more ſtrong, | 
Sent for fev'a Hebrewchildren, who being young, | 
He thoughe them weak,ueable pains to bear, 
He therefore cither by encreats, or fear, 
Prefum' he ſhould induce chem to abjare 
gs ahora os — _ UmPUre. 
y Tyrant og hs guile, 
Behoideth them with a diflembling ſenile 
Aad thus reveal'd bimſelfr Admir'd young men, 
I wiſh your good, O do not medly 
Shua wy Beheftc, prevent che tormencs duc 
Uaco the refraRory, net to 
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Coftemn your ſuperſtitious yanmies, 

And come along our trafts, if you be wiſe 2 
Tis no ſuch crime if you your Law fulfil gor, 
If you ours (as I hope you will not) 

2 With lirg*cing deaths Vil Rudy to torment you ; 

= You may it may be then too late repeac yous 

Am Ia King ? and ſha!l contempt accrue 

To me a King,from ſuch low worms as you? (Racks, 
{ Bring forth thoſe Wheels Rods,CauldronsgHooks & 

5 Grid-irons, Cages ; here*s not all, here lacks, 

* Let's ſee the —_— rorment the hands, 

| Gauntlets, Auls, Bzllowes, Brafs-pors, Frymg-pans. 
Obey,young men if I enforce Af | 
# Not good, *.is get your voluntary at, 
* Youdo no fin; be prudent then,l fay, 

Nox aQtively bur paſſively obey. 

! Thezeal-ioflam'd young men do vilify 

3 His threats,intrears, retorting this reply , 

Speak Tyrant, lay, fay,why art thou fo bene 

To perſecute us that are innocene ? 

We will obferye, for all afflitions rod, 

What Moſes taught us from the mouth of God ; 
Know, we deteft your fenſe-deluding ſhows, 

Nor will we be ſeduc'd by wards or blows : 

No Tyrant,no, do thou the beft you can 

To do thy wort, we will fear God, nor man : 
Our cauſe is God's,und death is our defire; 

Heaven is our portion yours eternal fire. 


Then Tyrant zfter once amocher 
Lov'd eithe 
Named 


'f the cldet brocher, 
yas firerched our 
oe nay Surrey 
gh i > Bulle-parte, t 
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— 2 The Martyrdom the Maccabees. 


Of lohg continued Rrokes, and did defire 

Rather to leave, then he did them require : 

Nor was this all; freſh tor:t*rers have extended 

Him on a wheel, weights at his heels appended : 

While yet his finews and hisentrails brake, 

He call'd on God, then to the Tyrant ſpake: 

Blood-guilty wretch, who labor#ſt co diſchrone 

Gods Majelty ic ſelf; know, I am one 

Am for the cauſe of Gad a ſufferer, 

And no witch, nor inhuman murcherer. 

Whea the z ffliter with compaſſion ſway'd, 

Bid him ſubmit unto the King, he ſaid, 

Accutſed minifters of Tyranny, 

Your wheels as yet, are not ſo ſharp, that I 

Should thereby be enforced to abjure 

Heaven, wherein is my foundation ſure, 4 

See, tyrant, ſce. how reſclute I am 

Winde cff my fleſh with pinfers, do, and cram 

Young Vulcures with the bits before mine eyes : 

Pur, put me to the worſt of cruelttes : 

Roſt (if you pleaſe) by a ſoft fire my fleſh, E 

And iftthat will not ſery2 invent a freſh : | 

InfliR, ioflict, till there cagnor be foand 

A place, whereon tinflit another wound. | 

So ſaid, thus rack'd, into a fire he's thrown, ; 

And now his waſting bowels Rtared on | 

The Tyrants face; yer with an namoy'd breft | 

He to his brethren thus himſelf expreſlt : 

Beloyed brethren, leara by my example 

To ſcorn the worlds alluring baits, and trample 

All torments under foot 4 obey God rather ; 
Then this proud Tyrant: God*sa,/gracious father 5 
And when him pleaſes, with'a ſmile or frown, 

_ Canraiſe che hunible, ſtrike the lofry downs 
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This torment's not enough to end his pain, 
For he is ſnatch'd our of the fire and flame 
Alive ; his tongue was plucked oc, and then 
His life he ended in a frying pan + 


"And now his ſoul enjoy*d what he deſii'd, 
3 His friends regoyced, and his foes admir'd. 


Thea was the ſecond brother, Aber call'd, 


: Who with the tort'ring Engines unappal'd, 
{ Refus'd to eat , chains did his hands reſtrain : 


2 His skin (the 
From head to 


. " "rg XJ = «y | = 6 >> 2 NES 7 Ys 'S x 


nigh of his fleſh) was flain 
nees ; the tor?cer did deveſt 
His intrails peeping from his unglaz'd breft, 
Toogrieyous to behold ; and him act laſt 
Unto a famine-pined Leopard caſt : 

The beaſt (though truculent)did onely ſmell, 
And went her way,forgetting to be fell, 


| Nor was {h'injurious to hian ia the leaft. 


| The Kings diſpleaſure but the more increas'd, 


x Kr w 
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And Aber grown more conſtant by his pain, 
Thus, thus his dying voice did loudly (train: 
How ſweet ! How pleaſant is this death to me! 


' Yea *(s moſt welcome, for i'm ſure to be 


Rewarded by my God ; the croſs I bear 

On earth, in heav'a a glorious Crown to wear 
I thank my God, that I am more content 

To ſuffer, Tyrant, then thou to corment, 

And yert is not this miſery of mine 


R In ſuff*cing, ſo exorbiranr as thine 


Is by iafliting, keeping of the Laws 

Thus aggravates my pains, and thou the cauſe 
Shalt by the juſtice of the Holy One 

Be baniſhed from thy uſurped chrone, 

And be reſerved for thoſe horrid chairs 


Of utter darkneſs, and eternal pains, 
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He faid nomere; os _ - 34? _ 

To take poſleflion of aye-laſti , queil'd, 
Magbir che third ra bee, who Was not 

Bur angrily their counſel thus repel.'J : 

One Father us begat ; one Mother bore us ; 

One * Maſter taught us,who is gone before us : 

ProtraQao time, for I am got to weak 

To yield, I come to {uffer,nor to ſpeak: 

What-care I: though I drink the brim-fild boul 

Of thy diſpleaſure? twill not hurt my ſoul. | 

A Globe was brought, his woes mult b'aggravated, | 

And bound thereong his bones were diflocated ;— !? 

They flaid his face; and while a crimſon river 

Flow'd from himy thus he did himſelf deliver : 

O Tyrant, we, what we endure, endure 

For the pure love of God : thou ſhalt be ſure 

To rove in Sulph'cy flames, and be tormented 

Eternally, unpity*d, nalamented. 

His tongue b*ing taken outthis gaod young man 

Departed in a red-hot Frying-pan. 
Jade is next, whom neither menacing 

Nor flattri indace v'obey the King : 

Your fice (ſaid be) ſhall me attraft more near 

Gods-holy Law, and co my brethren dear : 

I tell chee Tyrant, thou ſhalt be acurs'd, 

And :rue believers bleft: chou that art aurs'J 

By cruelty it ſelf; bid thee ery. me, 

And ſec if God will not alſo fad by me 

Hereat the Tyrant in hot di 

Haſtily lefe his chair afiQt by leaſure | 

He ehary'd his tongue td be cut out, in brief; 

My Judas _— r God is not fade 

$ you umagzne . his attentive ear 
Hears the dumb language of his fereaga prig're 
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He hears the heart, not yoice; our thoughts he fees 
A diſtance off; diltongue me if you pleaſe: 
Divide me limb from limb, do Tyranr, do, 

But know, thou fſha't not long ſcape Scor-free ſo. 
2 He's t leſs, and with ropes ends beaten ſore, 

4 Which he with much admired patience bore 8 

Art laft upon the Rack his life was ſpenc, 

7 And to his brethren (gone before ) he wenr. 

* Then Acbe the fifth brother unaffraid 


ot 


To hug grim death, diſlos'd his lips, and faid, 
e 


7 Tyrant, behold, 1 come for to 
3 Thy ſending for z and know that I am benc 
7 To die couragioufly, my mind is ficady ; 
#7 Thou art to helliſh flames condem'd already, 
7 By my dear brecheremseffuſed gore, 
! And Ithe fifth ſhall make chy grief the more. 
{ What is*c that we have done ? what other cauſe 
1 Carft thou alleage, bur this, We keep Gods Laws ? 
1 And therefore in che midſt - torturing ; 
$ Wejoy .O *tis an honourable thing ! wrongs, 
2 Th x each part ſuffer, ren wil og our 
{ And fill your mouths with howliags,curs wi 
7 Then was he ina brazen morter pounded, 
! Nayth'lefs he arms poo are ED) 
$ Wich which thoucrown'it us againft 
; We pleaſe our God, rage —_— thy ar : 
J If thou ſhouldt pi > Thedibe ly, 
7 Death's but the ro immortal glory. 
So ſaid, he made a RRop,and ins dy'd, 
5 *Now the(izth brother muſt be cry'd> 
1 Honour and dolout*s put unto his choice ; 
I But grieving at Ktwith a coaftant voice 
He ſhot forth this reply : I weigh nor cicher ; 
As we like brethren liy'd,wee'll die together 


Ia 
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In Gods feary and the time which in exhortigg 
Thou haſt a mind co ſpend; ſpend in extorquing, 
His down-ward head unto a piliar ty'd, 
Antioch rofis him by a ofc fires (ide ; 

And that the heat might eater co the quick, 
And multiply his paines, ſharp Auls mult prick 
His tender fleſh; about his face and head 

Much blood like froth appeai'd, yer thus he ſaid, 
O Noble fight! O honourable warre ! 

Glad grief ! O pious ! and O impious jarre! 
My bretheren are gone, and I ally'd 

To them in blood, would nor' that death divide 
Our loye-uaired fouls : inyent, inyent 

More horrid pains, indeavour to torment 

This fleſh with greater torments ; (tudy, Rudy 


I thank my Gad, theſe are c':ecome alreJdy ; 
Let thouſands, worſer come, I will be Ready. 


. Thy fice is cold, nor can thy rage devour 
Our faiths fenc*d fouls ; we have a greater j oying 
In ſuffering, then thou baſt in deſtroying : 

As God is juſt, ſo will he right our wrongs. 
Theſe words ſcarce out, a pair of heated rongs 
Exadieate his congueg then being caſt 
Imco the Fryiag7panghe breath'd his laf, 

And now.the youngeſt brother's onely left, 
acob ; who coming forth,compallion cleft 
Tyraars heart,who took afide the child 
thinang and ſpake, and as he ſpake; he ſmil'd: 
Thy bretheren auay teach thee to expeR 
The wort of ills, if thou my will negle& : 
Thou ſhalt, if thou wile of thy ſelf be free, 
A Ruler, Gea'cal, and my Counc'ller be. 


' 


This 


New wayes Uatf]:& we, more ſeyere, more bloody : | 


We young mea have bin conqu'rours of thy power; | 
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This not prevyai.'d,he thus the mother dons ; 
O worthy woman, where are now thy fons ? 
Yer thou haſt one, turn him, left chou be ref: 
Of him likewiſe, and ſo be childleſs left. 

The mother bowing to the king,beſpake 


J Her child in Hebrew z Piry, for Chriſt's ſake; 


4 
iſ 


3 Un 
1 And with a ſerene countenance began ; 
Blood-wafting wretch, what doft thou bur adde fuel, 


She tearleſs could abide to ſee —— 


And chear thy woful mother : O deſpiſe 
Theſe pains, and be a willing ſacrifice, 
As were thy bretheren , that in the day 


Of grace, in heayen receive you all I may. 
d, he forthwith to the torments ran, 


To make hell borter, by perfiſting cruel ? (thee 


$ Worm that thou art, who crown'd thee ? who gaye 


Thoſe Purple robes thou weareft ? was* not te 


Whom thou in us doſt perſecuce ? but die 
Thou mukſt at laft, for all thou perk ſo high : 


1 Icraye no fayour at thy hands, bue will 


ers | 


Follow my brethren, and be conltan fill. 


7 Torments caſue: through mouch and noſe he bled, 

1 His mothers kinde hagd held his falating head : _ 
His arms cut off, Lord rake wy ſoxl, be cry'd , 

{ Diſtongu'd,ke ran into the fire, and dy 

1 Now Salomoens (all her children dead) 

1 Eaflam'd wich zcaly came to be Marryred ; 

J Herein excell'd them all, in that ſh'tadur'd 


'd. 


Sey'n paitful deaths, before her own's procur'd, 


And rack'd,and torn, and beat,and and burn'e: 
Azad kowing well, death curteth off our dayes 
By Fluzes, Agues, and a thouſand wayes z 


{ That pains were momencary, ſhe exhorted 
Them thus ja Hebrew, cre a : Meh 


FI ThePerſecutionef the Apoſiles. 


Moſt choyce fruits of my womb, ler's haſten hence, I | 
And fear not, heayen will be our recompence : 
Shall's bear what Eleazay undergon ? 

You know good Abram facrific'd his ſon : 
Remember Darrel, in the Lyons den , 

And caſt your eyes on the three childeren. 

The reftleſs Tyrant caus'd herto be ftripp'd, 

Then hang'd up by the hands, and ſoundly whipp'd, 
Her paps pulPd off : ſhe while her body fryes, 
Lifts up her hands and eyes, and prayes, and dyes. 


AM 


SECT. IV. 


The Perſecution of the Church from Chrifts tame) 
to our preſent age 5 and firſt of thoſe mentt- 
ontd in the New-Teſtamert, 


I: ROD the Great haviog intellegence 
That chere was born unto the Jews a Prince 
Ar Bethleem, a band of mea he ſent, 

To do full execution as they went, 

On ſmiling babes, throughout Z#dea's land 2 
(Suppcſing Feſ# might not ſcape his hand ;) 
Snatch*d fromthe breaſt, the pretty lictle ones 
Were toft:on Pikes, and dafh'd againſt the flones. 
The Tyrant, afcer this, diſtracted grew, - 

Anc's wite;his cbildren, and familiars flew. 

With fickneſs firuck, he knew noc where to turn, 
 Whatcoucſetotake, for a ſlow fire did bura 

> . Bulania. His inward parts? his * canine appetite 

VB Was unluffic'd ; bis lungs corrupted quite ® 
> | . 1 
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His bowels rot ; his ſecrets putrify'd ; 
Conſum'd with wormes, he miſerably dy*d. 
Herod the Leſsirceltuouſly wedded : 


| John Baptiſt for his plain reproof beheaded. Mar.14.16 

Peter and John reftor'} a man born lame, AR, 

! Preach'd Chriſt, and were impriſon'd for the ſame. 17: 

| The High-prieſts and the Sadduces up-riſen AQt.s. 18, 
df Aoainſt th* Apoſtles, caſt chem into priſon 2 19. 


| Butin the night, an Angel of the Lord 
| Op'aing the doors, their liberties reſto1'd : 


| They on the morrow, for divulging Cariſt, verſ.26,27 
- | Re-apprehended were, beaten, diſmil?, verſ.40, 
Falſe witnefles ſaboraed, holy Steven AR.6.11, 
| Did through a Stony-yolley goto heayens Cha.7.58, 
A gen'cal perſecution breaking out 


At Solyma, the Saints diſperſe abour 
.| The Fudean and the Samarias borders : 
A perſecuting Sax the Church diſorders. 
The Jewiſh fury,new-converted Sawl 
Scapes by a basket ler down o'r the wall. AQ 9.23. 
James is beheaded: while Agrippa ftorms AR.12.2. 
Againſt the Church , he was devour'd by worms. 
Petey enlarged by an Angel was: 
Softbenes Silas. Paul, and Barnabas 
Were beaten, whipp'd, and forced (eyeral times 
Toleaye their Country, and feck other climes. 
Pasl's fond at Lyftra, and for dead he lay ; AR.14. 
But God reviy'd him ,/ he took Derbe-may : I. 
Much he endur'd abroad, and much at home, 
And in the end was Martyred at Rowe. 
James, Jeſm brother, from a Pin'cle caſt, 
Recoy'ring on his knees, thus ſpake his laſt : 
Father (thee oa my bended knees I woo) 


His For o1ye them ; for, ro ral not what they __ ; 


The Perſecution of the Apoſiles. 


A Camels knees were ſaid to be more oft 
Then his,by reaſon that he kneel d fo off.) 
Feſpafian did to him the Jews ſubjeRt ; 
Titm Jeras lem and the Temple fack'd. 
Andrew and Philip's crucifi'd : rough blows 
Kill Barcho!/ mew ; Thomas a dart o'rethrows. 
Matthew's thruft through: Simon Zelotes dead 
Upoa the croſs. Mathias loft his head x 

And 7#da (brother unto James) not miſt 

A 'rous Rroke : Aſark the Evangeliſt 

Went up to heaven in a fi'ry Car: 

One of the Deacons named Nicanor, 

Did with cwo thouſand Chriſtians lay down 
This life, co take up an immortal crown. 
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| Had doacit ourof malice ; no delay 
1 VVhere e'ce he comes, he makes a crimſon floud 
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Perſecution of the Church 


Under the 
Heathen R om a x E mperours. 


SECT. Ve 


* The firſk Primutrue Perſecution, which began 


Anno Chriſti,67. 


Omitizes Ners,while in ſheets of fire 
The Roman Cicy caper d, fang t'his Lire 
The incendiums of Troy, and from aTow'r 


} Feafted his eyes, to ſee the flames deyour 
] Thoſe goodly firuftures, and high Tow rs of face, 
| Which ſtartled the beholders cyes 
7 The Cirews fell, the pondrous beams and fines, 
! Cruſhiag to pieces many thonſagd ones ; 

5 The fire 
7 Ninedayts continu'd, a 
! Thus Nero on him(ſel( an Odizm brought z 
Z And to excuſe himſelf, transfer'd the fault 


of lace : 


and the flame and ſmoak | 
number choak. 


burns others, 


Upoa the harmleſs Chriſtians : ic was they 


45, Flow 


"The firſt Perſecution 


Flow down the ſtreets : in wild-beafts skins he wraps 
Chriſtians, and throws them to dogs wort'ing chaps, 
In paper fliftened with molten wax, 

He packs up {owe ; and puts on others backs 

A ſearcloth-coat, and bolt upright them bound 
To axle-tiees, fitft pizched in the ground, 

Thea acthe-botom fir' * theſe conſtame flames 
Afﬀordcd ligtc io Nere's nightly games 

Kept in his garden ; otncr ſome he takes, 

And cvars 19 leagth upon ered Rakes, 

This perſecution through th'whole Empire (pred ; 
So that the Cities w: re repleniſhed 

With ſlaughtred carkxafcs g the old, the young, 
And naked women, altogether flung. 

Such was his rage, a Chriſtians loathed name 

He ſtrove t'extirpate whereſoc're he came, 

Ac four years end, this direful blaſt expires 

In Paxl and Peter, two bright-fhining fires, 
Peter (as he dcfir'd) was crucifi'd 

Wirh his head downward; ſoa Martyr dy'd, 
And Pal, his faich*s confeſfion having ſpoke, 
Yielded his neck unto the fatal ſtroke. 
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SECT. V7. 


3 The ſecond Primutye Perſecution, which beran 
; 
Anno 96. 


Omitian his brother Titus [laies, 

Ard doth the ſecond perfecucion raile 2 
(For whillt Veſpaſian and his ſon remair'd, 
The Church with golden liaks cf Peace was chain'd) 
He flew the Roman Nobles ; and decieed 
The extirpation of Devid's iccd, | 
obs, the beloy*.) Diſciple, boyl'd in oyl, : ; 
Uahurt, was bariſh'd into Pat mes lite. Anno 97 
Oae Simeon Biſhop of Jerus'/ens, dy*d 
Upon the croſs : a number more befide 
Of Chriſtians he impoveriſh'd, and fenc 
Them our, to lead their lives in bagiſhmenc. 
The Roman Senate pafled this decree, 
That Chriſtians Chould rot have their libertie 
VVhen brought before the Judgment-feac, unlets 
T hey deviate from their Religiouſneſs. 
The Heatheniſh Idolaters deviic 
Againſt the Saiars abomunabile lies, 
And envious {]landers ;That they were ſeditious, 
Iaceſtuous, rebellious, and pernicious 
Unto the Empire ; none could chem imporrune, 
By any means, to fwear by Cſars fortune. 
If famine, plague, or war amongtt them came, 
And look what accuſations they related, 
Demitien was the more exaiperaced ; 
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The third Perſecution 


Atd us'd what ere mans wicked wit invents ; 
Stripes, Rackings, Scourgings, and Impriſoaments, 
ns, Se Strangling,the Gridiron, 
, and Gallows, red-hot plates t'enyiron 
The tendreſt parts ; the teeth of ſalyage bears y 
The horns of Buls, and ſtickiag up on ſpears, &c. 
Thus kill'd, a lawful burial was deny'd them : © 
Pil'd up.and tear-throat dogs were left befide them. |! 
Though Chriſtians _— were very lore, | 
Yerftill the Church encreaſed more and more, 

In the Apoliles doQtrine deeply grounded, q 
And with the bleod of Martyr'd Saiats ſurrounded. ': 
Good Timethy, Religious from his youth, 1 
Was floned, as a witneſs to the truth, 

By thoſe that worſhipped Dana bright : 
One Dionyfixe thi Artopagite 

VVas ſlain at Pars by a treach'rous villan. 
Protafme and Gervafins fell at Mihlain, 
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SECT. VII + 

The third Primitive Perſecution, which began | = 
Anno Chriſti 108. IT 

S I 

y C 

fy being by his ſeryagts ſlain, V 
' Nerwaſucceeded , in whoſe gracious reigh C 
(V'Vhich was but thirteen months)the Saints enjoy's || F 
A peaceful ſeaſon, and were not deſtroy'd. [ 
Tr 4jas, next him, the Roman crown put on; - 


third Perſecmion, 


He 'owas raird the 


| _ -- __ ” 


Under the Heathez; Emperours, 2 5 


VVorſe then the former were ; which did incite 
An * heathenſh Philoſopher co write * Plinins 
Pch* Chriſtians behalf, to T7474» ſhewing, ſecxndin. 
That whereas many thouſ1nds in his viewing 
VVere killed , yet, contraire the Roman Laws 
None did, which might (11c'1 P#r(ecurion caule z 
Saying that every morn by break of day, 
They to a God call'd Chrif did fing and pray: 
I In other things they were to be commended. 
7 Trajes returns this anſwer : he intended 
To ſearch them out no more z but f chey were 
Brought and convifted, them he would nor ſpare. 
7 Sentence confits'd ! he them 2s harmleſs tenders, Tertulliax, 
1 And yet would have them puciſh'd as offenders. 
2] Therage was by this a&t a little curb'd : 
2 Yer ill-diſpoſed mea the Peace difturb'd; - 
3 Eſpecially, if new commoripns flam*d 
{ Amoneſt them, then the Chriſtians muſt be blam'd. 
3 Trajan commands the lineage of David, 
7 Which could be found, ſhould by no means be ſaved 
1 He Phogas, Ponte Biſhop. caft in's wrath, . 
I Firſt int'a lime-kilo, next a ſcalding bath. 
$ Tgnat;xs, and many thouſands more 
J Expoſcd to the wild beafts co deyour : 
$ Nor did in Adrias's reign this fury flake, 
$ Ten thouſand ſufferd for the Lord Chritt's fake. 
In Frarath thouſtads were cruaft'd, 
{ Crowned wich thorns, and thruſt into the hide 
V'Vith needle-pointed darts, in imitation 
Of Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord and Sayiours patſhen. 
Fanftinxe, Zenon, 1nd EafFachine, 
Dy'd for the truth. VVhen (@locerie Vere Mar 
Saw how the Saincs did bear afflictions rod, —_ 
te cry'd out, Truly, greats the Chriftians God : 
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The third Perſecution 
For which he apprehended, did become 
Partaker likewiſe of their Martyrdom» 
Symphboriſſa, a fair and yertuous dame, 
Hand up by th*bair,was ſcourged for Chrifts name, ® 
And then made faft unto a pondrous ore, 7 
Jato the boſom of a river throwa : L 
Seven ſons ſhe had, all Rak'd, rack'd, and ar laſt 
Thruft thorough, were into a deep pit caſt. 
Adrian bing come to Athens, (acrific'd 
After the Greekiſh manner; authoriz'd | | 
; 


Any that wouid, to perſecute, abuſe 
V'Vhoever in contempt fhould it refuſe, : 
Quadrate, an Athenian Biſhop, hence 4 
Dad our of zeal *th* Chriſtians defence 
Write learned Tractates : Serexxs did do 
The like ; and famous 4riftides too . 
Declaring that *was neither right nor reaſon 
That bare opinion ſhould b'accounted treaſon | 
In harmleſs perſons , and no other fault : 
Should bring their lives in danger, at th*,faulc 
Of th"nair-brain'd rabble z ut? Emperour hereat 
Grew wilde, and pity'd their afflited Rate. 
Afer him Antonius Pires lwaid 
And he this perſecuting (torm allaid, 

Gods word's fulfil}*d,the wicked's rod ſhall no: 
Pis.125.3. Alwayes remain upon the righteous lots 
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SECT. ViJI. 


7 The fourth Pramutrue Perſecution, which began 
Anno Chriſti 162. 


: Ow Antoninus Ver us, Pinus (on, 
7 (Who dead) rai.*\| the third perſecution. 


$1729 _—_ 


1 Germanicus, Pionita, Metrodore, 

Polycarp, Carpm,and a number more 

In Afa burn'd . Felicit as at Rome, 

With her ſeyen children ſuffered Martyrdom. 

_ 12: Scourg'd was hereldeft Son, and after, prelt 
| Todeath with leaden weights, attain'd true reſt, 
| Thetwonext had their brains knockt out with mauls: 

The 4th thrown headlong down a prec'pice, ſprawls 

With his broke neck 2 The three that do remain, 

Mukt loſe their heads. In fine, the Mother's {lain. 

Concordus (uffered ; who in diſgrace, 

Did ſpirt out ſpittle in the Idols face. 

3 In Fraxce the Chriſtians underwent all wrongs ; 

3 AsScourgings, Gone ,and the ſpatt'ring tongues 

3 Of railing Rabſhakeb's : at home, abroad, 

3 Their backs muſt tolerate afflitions load : 

| Yer well they knew, that griefs were tranficory, 

7 If but compared to eternal glory. 

I Sanchs the Biſhop of Fiewna,ltood 

Uamoy'd, under ſuch pains, as fleſh and blood 

Could not endure to bearsno torments could 

Preyail tomake him to let go his hold. 

When he was ask'd, where he was bort afid bred ; 

ty wv 4 Chrifian, oncly aniyered : 
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The fourth Perſecution 


Aad when another did demand his name, 
Urging ic much, his anſwer was the ſame 2 
A third enquir*d, whether he were a man, 
Or bond, or free yz I] am a Chriſtian, 

He ſtill reply'd : no torments could divorce 
His conftanc lips from uſing chat diſcourſe, 
When there were plates of candent Braſs apply'd |: 
1* his tendreſt parts: O how did he abide : 
That ſcorching heat ! nor was he ſeen to (ſhrink, 
As did his body : while his tort*cers think, 
With new ſupplies ro force his recantation, L 
He quite contrary to their expeRation, 4 
VVas fo reſtot'd, that what he did endure | 
Theſe latter times, did prove his Sov'raign cure. 
Ac laſt plac'd in a red-hot iron chair, 

His ſpi* (with others) vaniſh'd into Air. 

Thus were the holy Saints, from morn to night, 
A ſpectacle ugto the people's ſight. 

Biblides in the midſt of pains ſpake thus, 

Ab! how ſhould we (as you report of us) 4 
VVe Chriſtians, think you, ef our babes make food 2 | 
V'Vhen we not taint our lips with heſtial blaod. 
Attalws trying, thus. Your ſelyes do eat 

Mans fl:(h : and as for us, we loath ſuch meat. 

E'icg asked what he call'd their God by name; 
He anſwer'd, Man's and his was not the ſame. 
Then ler your God, if that a God he be 

So powerfull (ſaid they) come ſet you free. 
Poxi*c45s a youth of fourteen years of age, 
Perpaſs'd the urmolt of the fo-mens rage. 
VVilde beaſts are put to Blawdine, but they ; 
More merciful then men, would go their way. 
V Vhipped ſhe is,then broyl'd and thrown on grougd 
For Buls totear ; from every gaping wound. . 
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; She felt no paine, by reaſon ſhe was fill'd 


Under the Heathen Emperours. 


Blood guſhes forth, and runneth out afreſh 
From tt'ueftopp'd chinks of her bemangled ficth, 


2? VVith ſpir*cual joy: ſhe at the laſt was kill'd. 


* Thebodies of the Saints were made a mock, 
' A ſcorn, a by-word, and a laughiog-ſtock 
: Fit'o 
Then burn'd their aſhes in the river thrown. 
| Th' Apoſtatized Chriſtians, which came 
: Unto their tryals, did confeſs their ſhame 


ſtreets, till thrice two Suns were down, 


By down=-caſt looks, and ſforrow-bodiog faces ; 


' The Gentiles pulyeriz'd them with diſgraces, 
| Asperſogs too degenerous,addifted 

| Tovice, deſerving what ſhould be inflited: 
' Bur they which conſtant co the laſt remain'd, 


VVeat with a cheerful brow,and eatertain'd 


| Anobvious death, and, as it were combin'd 


| Their glorious rayes, and like to Pharbx ſhin'd, 


| Richlyatrir'd, with whata decent pride 


So have ſeen a fair and comly Bride, 


She quits her conclave, or interior room, 


And ſteps to meet with her returning Groom, 
; Who drawing neer, about her neck doth fall, 
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And ſeals his fayours on her lips withall. 
Faith as an ornament the ſoul cndows 
Chriſt is the Bridegroom,and the Church the Spo 


Prepares to meer him, and dire@ her paces, 


uſe 


That he ma nog her withentwia'd 
They meetzChrift & his followingSpoufe do clamber 


Up by ſtep Aairesz heaven is the Bridal Chamber : 
Where, with Uoknown delights, chey are poſleſt 

Of ſweet repoſes, and eternal reſt. 
Alarens Aurelins, und Antoning 0 


To war againſt the Q&«ades the Fandals too; 


Their 


The fourth Perſecution 


Their Army by inaum*cous foes beſet, 

Were fo pur tu'c, the ſouldiers could not get 

The leaft of water, thicir thirſt co allay : 

V'Vith thac,a Chriſtian Levion fell co pray, 
(VVichdrawiog from the rcft) che heav'a disburſt Þ 
Abundant ſhow*cs; theRomans quencl!'d their thirſty |] 
Againſt their enemies, ſuch lighuwings flaſh'd, q 
As made them fly diſcomfited and daſh'd. | 
The Emp'cour pleas'd hereat, commands that none 
Kill Chriſtians more, wholſcGod ſuch things had done: :! 
And his (which was rot long in force) decree | 
Burn'd the accuſers, ler ct.*acculed free. } 


; 


SECT. IX. 


The hu Prinutic e Perſecution, which began © 
no Chriſti 205. ; 
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WW Fn Peace=maiatainiag Pertinax was dead , * 
Severe Severas reigned in his [tcad ; 
By cavious rumors, and through falſe ſuggeſtion, 
The Chriſtians lives were dayly broughtin quettion. 
The King commands ; his willing Sudz<Qs ſtrive 
To bting*c about, that noae be if alive. 
In Sun-burat Affrick, Cappaderia, 
In Carthege and in Alexandria 
So that the aumber flain was oumberleſs ; 
whom P/ntrach, and Loonides, 
Origew's tather,wich whom Origen 
His ſoa had dy'd, hed got his mother bin 
An hinderance, in that ſhe did convey, 


The night betore, his ſhirt nad Qoaths away ; 


Hereac 
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Hereat, he not for fear of Marryrdome, 
But ſhaming to be ſeen,remain'd at home, 
Tertallian, Irenen, Andoclas, 
Urbanus, Satyr mw, Secunduln, 
7 Perpetua, Felicit as, and Rhats, 
R4 3 Did by untimely deaths conclude their dayes. 
| Caſpodine,a Divine,drag'd up and down 
1 Theſtreers ; at laſt was into Tyber thrown. 
» |3 Cecilia Tdolatry contemry'd, EM 
e: | And therefore by the Judge muſt be condema'd 
! The Sergeants minding how ſhe did behave her, 
{ How fair ſhe was ; ſollicite her, to fayour 
3 Her ſelf, and got to caſt her ſelf away ; 
3 She was but young, and many a merry day 
; Might live to fee : bur ſhe diſcreetly feac 
| Such gracious words, as caus'd chem to relent, 
| And unto thac religion yield cheir hearts 
4, | Gainſt which they threw their perſecucing darts. 


| Which,when perceiv'd,leay gain'd,ſhe runs her home 


: Ard for Urbanmny ſends : Vrbanms come, 
|, 7 Hegrounds them 1 the faith fo highly priz'd ; 
{ Four hundred do belicye and are baptiz'd. 
7 This holy Martyr afterwards was ſhur 
1 Twice twelve hours ia a Bach, ac laſt chey cur 
* Her head off from her ſhoulders : rhus ſhe eaded 
7 Her dayes, and up into the clouds aicended. 
7 Agapernes, of fifteen years of age, 
3 VVas ſccurg'd, then hang'd up by 
He icalded was ; unto the wild beaſts tolt ; 
{ But they not hurtiag him, his head he lott. 
P amachins, a Roman Senacor, 
VVich's wife, his childreo, and neer fourty more, 
J Allia one day beheaded were ; their paces 
Fixed on high, over the City gaces, 


the feet 2 1n rage 


* The ſixth Perſecution 


As ars to affcight and ſcare the reſt | F 
From Chriftianity, which ir profeſt. 
Potemiona, (boyling Pitch being cocks 

Upon her naked fleſb ) the flames deyoui'd. 
And Zepherinxe 1 after him Vrbanm, 

Both Roman Biſhops , good Valerianms, 
Tybartina too, two Noble men of Rowe, 

their Religion ſuffer'd Mrtyrdorme. 
*Gaioſt Narcsſs, three falſe witneſſes ſuborn'd ; 
Th'oae loſt his eyes, the fire a ſecond buried ; 
The third lay languiſhing : thus we many ſee 
Th'accuſers ſufter, the accus'd go free. 
Antiochus fell down, and having cry'd, 

His bowels burn'd within him,fadly dy'd. 


SECT. X. | 
p 


The ſixth Primitive Perſecution, which began 


Anno'Chriſti 237. 


A Aximinus (Severn dead and gon) | 
/ & Stirr'd up the twice=third Perſecution : 1 
Difſliv'd the Teachers, Leaders, and the beſt ; 
WR thinking to ſeduce the reft, | 
j ads were Martyred, whoſe names are loſt 
De Mar- With Or'gen's * book, in which they were engroft. 
_ About this time Nataline, 2 Prieft, 
(Who much had ſuffer'd for the cauſe of Chriſt,) 
Seduced was by Aſclepiodet 
And Theodere, who promis'd to allot 
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Þ knndered and fifty flyer Crowas 

To him each month, if he would but renownce 
The Chriſtian God, and give to theirs reſpeRt : 
He did, and was 2 biſhop of their {c : 

7 But God (whoſe mercy would not have him left, 

7 Who had ſo much endur'd,ſo ofc beea croſs'd) 

| Admoniſhed him by a viſion plain, 

1 T'adjoyn himſelf to the true Church again : 

4 Which the good man, b'ing for the preſent bliaded 
7 With gaig and honour (as he ought) aot minded. 

3 He the night after b'ing by Angels ſcourg'd, 

1} Did put on ſackcloth in the morn, and purg'd 

7 His ſonl with tears : with doleful lamentation, 

8 He runs in haſt to th*Chriſtian congregation : 

; Of all loyes, and for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 

? Humbly entreating them, once more to take 

Him inco their ſociety, and quire, 

zAccordingly they oranted his defire. 

JHorſe-corn Hippe/trs dy d : the Martyred 

!By fixcies in a pit were buried. 
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SECT. X\, 


The ſeventh Primittye Perſecution, which began 


! AnmnoChritti 250. 
j » Ecixe, that cruel Emperour,begun 

The ſeventh bloody perſecution : 
Jt which Niceph'r thus ; Can any tell 
The ſands ? they may the Martyr'd rs as well. 
abian, that kept a Biſhoprick at Rowe, 
Find the Kiogs treaſures, ſuffred Murtyrdom 
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yy a | The ſe venth Perf, ecution 


” 'Babila dy dinpriſon; anda train 
s Of forty Virgios were in Fxtioch (lain. 
The Alexzandrian Chriſtians are berefc 
W - Of all their as . yen, they have nothing left . 
Ws Yer they rejoyce, and are therewich content, 
_—_ Knowing their ſubſtance is more permanent. 
When Apollines's teeth bad daſh'd out bin, 
A fire was made , thry threat ro throw her in: 


” , She paus'd a while, (refuſing tobe cures) 

ih  Andgayea leap jntothe fire, and burn'd, 
E- wlian, Epimachus, and Alexander, 
The flame conſum?*d : mary (poor fouls)did wander 
. Jn the deſerted deſerts g others lives | 
Lay open, to the raging cut-chroat's kniyes. 
A certain Miniſter with pains oppreſt, 
And fearing death, deſir'd tobe releas'd : 
rad fac; A young man, then, too glorious to behald 
8 For mortal a ng ,did unfold 

_ awwobu? CyCcs, 2ppcaring 
pd timetir, lis angry lips: What wauld you have me do ? 


© awe #ditic Y ou dare not bear, and out you will not go. 
6 Becauſe chaſt Theodora did refuſe 
To facrilice, they ſent her to the Rews z 


But Didymx flip'd in before the reſt, 

Havieg the habir of a ſouldier on, 

He chang'd for hers ; and (he in his is gas, 
Didymus ayes behind: bing found a man, 

Z oon profeſs'd he was a Chriſtian , 
Ls Fe was condemn'd, and mult ro torment go + 


f = ſbict Teo underſtood y 
fave theſhedding of innocuous blood, 


mes to the Judge, and ſaid, I bear the guik ; 
+" d lo 'a here,condewa me if thog wilt x | 
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Under the Heathen Emperours. 


As for that man, I pray let him go free, 
Let not your fury light on him, but me. 
She was not heard; both for their lives were try'd, 
Condemned both, Beheaded both, both dy*d. 
No rtorments that the P:ztor could deyiſe, 
Could force Nicetas t'offer ſacrifice : 

He therefore him into a garden brought, 
With all yariety of pleaſures fraught : 

There aid him down upon a bed of Down, 
(A filken ner foftly upon him ftrown,) = 
Among the Lillies,and the fragrant Roles, 
Neer murm'ring ftreams inviting ſweet repoſes 
To the ſweet whiſtling of the leaves moy's by 


 Agentle gale, he left him : atly 


In comes a Strumpet gariſhly, attt'd, _ 
And in a wanton dialcR, defir'd 
The non-denial of her carnelt ſuce, 
Touſe her body lowly profticute. 
Nicetas, (fearing he ſhould be by folly 
Corquiced, and led to do what was unholy,) 
Bites off his roggue, and with a certain grace, 
He ſpits it out into her whoriſh face ; 

So by this ſmarting wound he did preyenc 

Sins ſting, and conſequently puniſhment. 
Nichomacus moſt ſeahble of pain, 

1 avs no Chriftiax, cry'd ; ſo was not {laih : 
He had no ſooner put his hand toevyil, 
But was poſſeſſed with an unclean devil, 
And thrown with violeace upon the ground 
Bit of his coague, and died —gade'> co 
Many Apoltates were poſleſs' , ome 
Suddenly ſtruck, (were ever after) dumb 
Though ſome thus fell away, others Rood faſt, 
Remaining glorious __—_ the laft, 
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The ſeventh Perſecution 


But Deciw not long ſecurely ſlept : 

For corquer'd by the Goths, with's horic he leapt 

Itxo a whirlpool, and therein was drown'd, 

Nor was his body ever after found. 

Yea, God throughout the Roman Empire ſpred 

A ten-years plague, Vayenge the blood was ſhed, 

Brotherly love theChriſtians ſhew'd teach others, | 
| 


By vifiting, relieving one another: 
Bur the Idolaters fled from, neglected, 
Caſt cur, not ſuccom'd, thoſe that were infeRted : 
Shift onely for themſelyes, go whete they will, 
This ſpreading puniſhment purſu'd them ſtill. 
Galle ſucceeding (Decims being dead) 

This perſecution continued 2 

The weight of his diſpleaſure fell moſt heavy 
Upon the ſhoulders of the Tribe of Levs. | 
He baniſh'd Cypries, and more Divines, 
Condemned others to the Metal-Mines : 
I*whom Cyprias wrote letters cons'latory 

She wing, «fiiCtion 1s the Saints true glory ; 
Deep wounds and ſcars are to a Chriſtian breR 
As Ornaments to bring them in requelt 

With God himſelf z to multiply their fame, 

And not as markes of ſtigmatized ſhame. 

Azad thovgh the naked Mines afford no beds, 
Can they want eaſe that lay in Chriſt their heads ? 
What if their aking bones lie o*:h*'cold floor ? 
Js't paia to lie with Chrilt ? fay they are poor, 
Yer are they rick in faith : ſuppoſe their hands 
Be manacled, put caſe coated bands £ 
Hold their wora fect : Can he be ſaid tobe 
Fetter'd with chaias,whom the Lord Chrift doth free? 
He lies cyl in the ſtocks, thereby whole feec 
To run-a heay'aly race become more fleet. 


. » ? 


Nor 


a a 


Under the Heathen Emperouse. 
Nor cafh a Chriſtian be bound fo faf?, 


But his life*s crown, adds wings nnto his haft, 
They have no clothes, cold weather to refiR : 
S Can he benaked who hath put on Cirift ? 
2? Dothey want bread ? Chriſt is the bread of life, 
27 That commeth down from heaven, in him is rife : 
Man by the word which doth from God proceed, 
| Is faidto live,and not alone by bread. 
} What matter is* though you deformed ſeem ? 
You ſhall be honou.*d,and of great efteem 3 

| Your God will turn your miſerable dayes 
| z 
. 


'* Topeaee; your mournings into {ongs of praiſe : 
2? Youſall through troublous Szas,to be poſ{:\t 

| Of heaven, the hayen of ecernal reſt, > 
: And donor grieve, becauſe you are forbid 

: Toſeryethe Lord, (5 formerly you did) 

? In your Parochial places ,God*s enclia'd 

| Taccep: th* cadeayours of a willing made ; 

The dayly ſacrifices you impart, | 

} God loves; a broken and a contrice hear: 

” Hts ſoul takes plealure ins he doth regard, 

7 His ſervants tears, and will at lalt reward 

2? Fidelious breſts, which do confeſs his aame : 
Promig'd he hath, aad will pertorm che {ams: 


'D 3 SECT. 
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The eighth Perſecution 


SECT. XII, 


The eighth Primitive Perſecution, which began | 
Anno Chriſt 259. 


Alerian next adds fuel to the fire, ; 
Aad blows the flames of perſecution higher z |: 
By an Egyptian Sorcerer beguil'd, | 
He now is cruel, who before was milde. i 
The Chriſtians are baniſhed his Court, | 
Where lately he allow'd them to reſort , | 
Nor was this all ; young men,maids, busbands, wives, 
All forts,and ranks,muft loſe(dear hearts! } cheir tives. 
Three hundred ſouls, then by che Prefidenc 
Of Carthage were into a lime-ckiln ſent. Y 
Three Virgins firſt had Vinegar =nd gall (and all 
Forc*d down their throats ; then ſcourg*d,then rack*d 
Beſmeared were with lime : then broil%d, then caft : 
To wild beaſts, and _ _ at 7 -_ 
When Cyprian | afflitions yoke, 
His ant rear. the facal ſtroke. fe 
Sixtus a Biſhop of the City Rome, 

And his fix Deacons,ſuffer'd Martyrdome. 
Lexrence the ſeventh, a3 along he went 

Wich Sixraw going to his puniſhment, 

in'd he might not (ſeeing he had rather 
Suffer then live) die with his Rey'rend father. 
Sixpu reply'd, before three dayes were our 

He ſhould come after: go and give about 
Ith"'merim thy treaſures to the poor : 


Th'obferviog Judge ſuppoſing he had fore 


Of 


47: ; 
7 Being cnforc'd by a ſeverer charge, 

: Couragious Lawrence doth his arms enlarge 

7 Over the need throng, and ſaid, Theſe be 


| Pinch him with red-hot tongs ; ler candent plates 


Under the Heathen Emperours, 


Of wealth crock'd np, commanded him to bring 
All that he had : For to effe& which thin, 
Laxrence eray'd three dayes reſpic 3 in which ſtock 
Of cime, he gath'red a poor Chriftian flock 

Jato a ring z the fourth day doth afford 

New light, and he muſt now make good his word. 


The precious Jewelsof the Church : ſee, ſee, 
Here treaſure is indeed ; here Chrift doth dwell. 


4 But Oh! what tongue ſufficiently can cell 
* Theraving fury which the Tyrant acted ; 
| How he did ſtamp, did Rare like one diftrated? 
| Hiseyes did ſparkle, hisgnaſh'd teeth firuck fire, 


And*s mouth all in a foam, thus wreak'd his ire 
Kindle the fire; Faggots on Faggors fling : 


| What, doth the villain thus delude the King ? 
! Amay,amway with him , whip. beat him ſore ; 


Jeftech the Traitor with the Emperour ? 


Engird the Raskals loyns ; hear, heat the graces , 
And when y*1ave bound the Rebeil hand and foot z 
On with himgrcſt him,broil him: look you do'ry 
On pain of our diſpleaſure ; toſs him, cura him 
I charge you, do nor leave him till you burn him, 
And that tocindars too : each man fulfill 
His office quick, aad execute my will. 
Revenge findes nimble bands the cort*rers lay 
Him on a ſoft Down-bed , I will not lay, 
A fry iron one : God made it fo, 
That it afforded Lawrence calc, not wor. 
Valerians heart butes, Levrence ficſh doth roft ; 
Tis doubtful whether yas cormemed moſt, 
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pe nnth Perſecution 


Theh Laxrexce thus t 
Tyrant, this ſide s enough : turn up the reſt , 
Qtr roſt or raw, try which thou likelt beſt, 


SECT. XIII 


The xinth Primitruve Perſecution, which began 


Anno Chriſti 278. 


Laxdimns, and after him O«intilian, (reign ) 
(Both which but one ana chrice three years did 
Maintait'd the Churches Peace : while they endur'd, 
The Saiats were happy, and their lives fecur'd 
Arxrelian, aatrally feyere and cru:l, 
Succeeds g his rage fomented by the fuel 
Of miſ-informing ſiniſter ſuggeſtion:, 
Proy'd Tyranncus , his Nephew's life he queſtions 5 
And queſtioning, abrepts : then he begun 
To ſtir up the ninth perſecution. 
But thus it happ*acd 2 while he went about 
To feal the EdiR that was iſſuing out, 
There did a Thunder-bolt ſo neer him fall, 
That he was kill'd,* was the conſent of all. 
The Emp'rour ſtrake with ſuch aftogiſhment, 
Gaye over his Tyragnical intenr, 
He after Gx years reign was murthercd : 
And the Church forty four years flouriſhed 
Ucder a yarious Emp*rour, O what peace (creaſe 
Doth crown the Chtiſtians brows ! what large iu 
Of honpur doth betide them ! they reſort 
Unto the Court, who lately were a ſport 
gh Tiin- 


— 


Under the Heathen Empernurs, 


T'ioſulting foes 2 an1 they that were a prey, 
Are prais'd and priz*dzwho now more great then they? 
While thus the Chriltizns bath'd themſelves in quiet, 
Their natures drew them to exceſſive rior, 
T'ixdulge to idlenefs, to ſcold, and braryl 
For very tnf]:s, or nothing at all , 
With railing words bz{patt'ring one another, 
Moving ſedition agaialt each other : 

I Biſhops with Biſhops z and the vulgar crain 
Dowith the vulgar alcricate for gain : 
Thus, thus their fins encreaſed ey'ry day, 


q Till Gods wrath came,where (12 chalk*d ou: the way: 


| And now the Chriſti 5 enemies abnynd, 

| Laying their Churcaes level withrhe oround ; 
Burn ſacred Wrics, 'c2*open marker-places , 
Purſue their Prizlts, and load chem with diſgraces : 
Slanders and contumelious opprodcies, 

| Abhor'd their Doctrine, and their words defpile. 
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SECT. XIV. 


The terith Primitioe Perſecuto S W211 began 
| SJ? . . Fr 
Anno Chriitt 308, 


T 'VVo Tyrants, Dzacte/iaw in the V Veit 

S And Maximinxianin the Ealt, diltrels d 
$ The Saints of Gog 3 the foe-men overcame, 

They inſtttured folema games at Rame , 

As glad memorials of their b'ing vitorious: 
Nay. Dyocle fian was fo vain-gloriouss 
He needs would be a god, and be ador'd 
By ev'ry bended-knee, as ſlupream Lord 2 


=_ Tho teath Perſecution 


Nor did he tick to ſay, that he wav brother 
Uato the Sun and Moon, as was ho other. 
His hoes adora'd with gold and Precious Rones, 
The people kneeling on their marrow-bones 
He bid co kiſs his feet, -:- aan ) 
He perſecution rais'd yg at Eaſter tide 
Places of Divine worſhip he o1*crurn'd ; 
And in contempe the Sacred Scripture burn'd, 
Some Elders of the Church were torn in ſunder; 
The reſt yariety of deaths went under. 
Sylvenes Biſhop, with him thircy aine, 

their forrowes in a M:ttle-Mine. 
The Tyrian Chriſtians (none this fury ſpares) 
VVerecaft ay rom Leopards, and Bears 

that purpoſe : male-conent, 

Ot {por pon 


not touched them cheir claws were bent 


Ac other preyes ; they vehemently rage | (ſtage, 
bet 


*Gaioft thoſe w 


roughe the Chriftians on the | 


And ſeiz'd on them gwho thongh they thought they | 


Ouc of harms way,became the wild beafts food. (food | 


And afterwards, theſe holy Martyrs ſlain, 
VVere ſoon commited to the foartiing main. 
The Syrian Paſtors lay ia priſoa chain'd , 
Zenebins 0g Phyſician, Brick-bats brain'd. 
Yea good Serene Dieclef ans wie, 
Was for rehgions ſake depriv'd of life. 
The Martyrs bloed ran like a flowiog tide, 
Such an inaumaerable number dy'd. 
Upon a Chiiflmardey Maviminwe fir'd 
A Church whereto the Chriſtians recir'd, 
To celebrace char joyful day, wherein 

wy oo! bora to ſave _——2_ fid, 

odid a Phrygian 

Aad all rk we would aor curtte 


: 
F 
al 
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y 


Upon a pond expos*4 to northern blafts ; 
4 Bids them be ſicipp* unto their naked kin ; 

7 'Twas winter-weather, yet chey mult goin, 

1 There ſtay all night. We pur nor cft ourcloaths, 


7 The pond receiv'd them, ard the nip 


C_—_ 


1 Into the gliding freams. — — 


' Under the Heathen E mperours. 


- oun Gentlemen of ood e, 
Conlels their faith, and boldly 41 refs 
Falſe wayes : their names up to the Marſhal gave, 
Who ſeeing them ſo gallantly behaye 

Themſelves, admi:*d, and ſtood in a quandary, 


$ What courſe to rake; his anzious thoughts did vary : 
} Reſolved, he try'd what fair words would do; 

4 Proff'cing them money, and prefermenc tog : 

J They anſwer'd chus; We nothing do defire, 

4 But Chriſt alone; the whee), the crels, che fire, 


Are cafie pains, His eyes the Marſhal cafts 


Say they, bur our old mir, which God fo loarhs, 
ping froft 
Stiffened their members ; breath not fully loft 
When day appear'd unto che wakened world, 
They were cook oar, and burg'd ; their aſhes hur'd 


In Fraxce, in Colew. [taly, nnd Spary, 
Were many millions of Chriftians {lain, 
As wicneſfed unco the truth : in Trevers 
The brookes of blood diſcolour'd ample Rivers. 
This perſecution run aloag, and came 
Into our Brit aim, where the Chriſtians flame. 
, ow the kmdes of the rorments yo 

great, that they unucterable ares 1H0S. 
As whippings, ſromginge, rackiags, Iackings, mang- 
Hangiogs, prickiogy, tickings, franglings, 
Smoakiags, ſorehings, ſpoylings, 
Cuctings, gavtiage, | —_———_ 
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——— Perſecution 


Some manded to the mines, others were quarter'd ; 
In brief, there were ſeventeen thouland Martyr d = 
In one months ſpace ; yet (till the Chriſtians joy'd, 
And ſtill excreas'd, the more they were deſtroy d. 
Galerins \nyading Anticc), 

Romanus runs, and tells the Chriſtian flock, 

That wolyes, which would deyour them up,were neer: 
But therewithal, exhorcs them not to fear 

The greatelt perils, but that young and old 

Would be couragious, reſolute and bold, [ 
To hazardlife and limb, for tro maintain { 
God's cauſe and theirs. With that, an armed train 
Pout'd in upon them ; but the Chriſtian throng 
Arm'd with the ſtaffe of faich, were too too (trong 
For them to grapple with then: ſpeedy word 

Was ſcat their Captain, that no power of {word 
Could e'ce prevail ; it was in vain to ſtrive 

Againſt the fiream Rayranx yet alive. 
Theireful Caprain, in a fume, commands 
Roman be deliver'd to his hands. | 
Romans comes ; thus did the Captain ſay, 
And art thou then the Author of this fray ? 
Arr thou thecauſe why thus ſo many fall ? 
By Jove I ſwear that anſwer for them all 
Thou ſhalt, and chat e're thee and I do part, 
T'll make thee undergo the ſelf-ſame ſmart 
Thou do' encourage others to abide. 
Gatering ceas'd i Romanns thus reply *d 1 
Tyrant, I hug, and willingly embrace 
Thy ſentence ; know, I count it no diſgrace 
To be for my dear breth*cen ſacrific'd, 

y.worlt of corments,that can be deyis'd, 

|ileanifh, 4%, at this aaſwer Rout, 

unands his gen to gruſs him,and draw owt 


; 
| 
| 


His 


Giye ine a childe (laid he) whar hou untold 


Under the Heather Emperonurs, 


His bowels, Thexecuioners defer 
Such horrid deeds, and ſay, Nor fo good Sir, 
He is of noble Parents, and his breath 


f May not be Rop'd by an ignoble death. 


Scourge bim then ſoundly, let your yerkicg laſhes, 


{ Weighty wich leaden knobs,cut wounds,and gafhes, 
1 To whom Roman uſed this expreſſion ; 

7 Not my deſcent , but Chriftian-like profeffion 

4 Nobilicatech meg be not therefore 

4 More fayourable , but inflict the more : 

4 Your Idol-worſhip I deteſt deſpiſe, 

1 And all your ſuperſtitious fooleries. 

{ With that his fides, his naked des, were lanc'd 

| This bones , yer ſill chis bleſſed Saint advanc'd 
7 The living Ged, and Chrift, whcm he hath fear 2 
| Thea were his teeth ſtruck ouc, for this incear 

3; He might not ſpeak fo audibly : his face 

7 Was buffered, his cheeks were {1:23 » QOL WAS 

# This all; rails tear his eyelids : from his crun 

7 They pluck'd bis beard, and with his beard the skin : 
© Yet this meek Martyr fa1d, I give co thee 

O Captain, thanks, tor epeniag wide come 

! So magy mouths, whereby to ſhew the power 

1 Of God, and Jeſus Caritt my Saviour : 

{ Look Tyrant look, upon my yaticus wound, 

7 So many mouths haye I, Gods praite co found, 

! The Captain wend'ring at his conſtancy, 

Ceaſed to exercite more cruelty : 

Yet menaced to burn him, aad did tay 

| Thy cruc*ti'd Chritt is bur ot yeſterday, 


The Gentiles gods of lenger flanding are. 
Rowan 4 takes occahion to declare 
Theerernity of Chriftz of teven year old 


Liitcn 


* The tenth Perſecution 
Liften unto 2 From out the gazing throng 
A pretty boy is pick'd : Komanze tongue 
Beipeale him thus z My Lamb, ought we not rather 
To worſhip Chriſt, and ja this Chriſt one Father, 
Then a plurality of D:itics ? 

Speak, *ris a good boy,ſpeak : the Child replies, 
There needs muſt be but one God we conceive g 
Thact there are more, we children can* believe, 
Th'amazed Caprain faid, Young villain,where, ; 
And of whom learn'dRt thou this ? my mother dear, |! 
He anſwer'd, taught ic me ; this from her breaſt @ |; 
I ſuckd in with my milk, that 1 mult reſt 
My faith in Chriſt alone, and in no other. 
In comes reoycingly the ſent-for mother; 
The child*s hors'd up and ſcourg*3, the fanders by, 
With wat*ry cyes behold this cruelty ; 
While the 6 bs peo a tear-leſs SpeRtator 
Chides her ſweet babe, for asking for cold water : 
After that cup ſhe chargeth him ro chirſ 
The babes drank of, which were in Bethlens nurs'd: 
Upon my bleſſing , 7ſaac record, 
Proff'ring'his neck unto his father's ſword. 
Thea did the barbarous rormentor pull 
The hair, the skin, and all, from the childs cull. 
The mother cryes, This pain will ſoon be gon 3 
Suffer, my child, my ſweer-fac'd child, anon 
Theu'lr paſs tohim, who will adorn thy head 
With an eternal crown, a crown indeed ! 
Thus doth the mother chear the child : the child 
Takes heart to graſs, and in his pains he ſmif'd. 
The nar onny how the Child ſtood faſt, 
vy fr gangs -1 to be caſt 
eo a ſtinki ungeon, whillt that pain 
| Unto Rewanay was renew'd again. Foy 


Roman 
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Romann is drag*d forth,to have a freſh 

Supply of firipes, on his bemangled fleſh. 
Diſcovering the bare bones, a ſecond ſmart 
Augmenteth each already» wounded part. 

$ Nor was this yet enough; cut, prick'd, and pounc'd 
7 He ſuddenly muſt be z then was denounc'd 
7 A final ſentence *gainft him, and the child ; 
7 Both mult be burn'd, their corments were too milde; 
4} Thetortrers did too fayourably deal. 

r, |1 Romans boldly faid, I do appeal 

J Fromthis ungodly ſentence of chine own, 
4 To Chriſt his righteous Tribugal Throne, 
1 Who is an upright Judge ; not that I fear 

1 Thy merc'leſs handling ; no, I more can bear 
7 Theathon canſt lay upon me; but that! 
| May ſhew thy judgmenes to be cruelty, 
} The childe's demanded of his mother ; ſhe, 
} Embraciog it, deliver'd it to be 
7 Bereay'd of life 5 and when the fatal ftroke 

4 Was given, Farewel, ſweet child, Farewel, ſhe ſpoke: 


Allpraiſe O Lord, with beart and word, 
; Unto thy name we vender : 
' The Saints that dye, are inthine eze 
| Moſt precioms, dear, and tender. 


2? The childs head's off, the mother teader-hearted 
; Enwrap'd it in her lap,and ſo departed, 
| , _ then intothe fire is flung: 
extinguiſh'd it z and now his roague 
1 Muſt take a farewel of his head ; his neck 
{ Becomes the ſubjeR of a halcers check. 
{ One Gordixe having liv'd a certain time 
Ia deſerts, counted it at laſt a crime 


Jo 


o 'S, Fas 2 * = +. 


The tenth Perſecution 


Not to endure g he therefore when a game 
Was celebrated unto Mars, forth came, 

And up in a conſpicuous place b'ing got, 

He ſaid, I'm found of thoſe that ſcught me t.ot 2 
Then apprehended, he his faith conteſles ; 

And in the mid(t of torment this exprefles : 
God's my adjutor, Ah ! why ſhould I than 
Fear in the leaſt che Tyranny of man ? 
Nothing ſhall me diſmay, that can fall out; 
Thou Lord art with me, feacing me about 
With Bullwarks of thy love ; thy favour (till 
Surrounds me 2 Ah ! how can I then fear ill ? 
Theſe corments are bur light, which I endure; 
Let heavier come. Tormentors, pray procure 
Subſtantialler then theſe , theſe are too ſarall : 
Gibbirs ? and racks ? as good haye none at all. 
V'Vhea foul means could not ſhake his faith in Chriſt, 
He was by ſpecious promiſes eatic'd : 

But Gord faid, I do expeCt in heaven 
Greater preferments, thea on earth are giyen, 
Now for this good man going; to be burn'd, 
How many tender-hearted perſons mourr.'d ! 
To whom he thus , Let noc your brimfill*d-eyes 
Weep ſhowres for me, but for God's enemies z 
V'Vho make a fire for us, But in concluſion, 
Purchaſe a greater to their own confulioa : 

O weep for them, or none ; good people curb 
Thoſe gliding ftreams, and do not thus difturb 
My calmed minde : for truely I could bear 
A thouſand deaths for Chriſt, and never fear? 
Some pity*d him, while others, fianding by, 
Perſwade him to deny Chrilt verbally, 

And to himſelf reſerve his conſcience. 

My tongue, faid he, will under no pretence 


| 


Anaer the Heathen Emperoars. 


Dety its donor : unto righteouſneſs . 
Our hearts believe, but *cis our rongues confels 
Lito falvation ; O let me excite 

You all to ſuffer for a cauſe ſo right : 

7 Good folks, fulfill a dying mans deſire. 

7 So faid, he ceas'd,and leap'd intothe fire: 

One Menas, an Egyptian born and bred, 

| Leaving his temporal ſubfiſtence, led 

4 A olitary lite, in deſerr places, 

1 Where he might wholly exerciſe his graces, 

7 In faſting, prayer, meditation, fit 

1 And dil*geat readiag of the facred Writ. 

1 At laſt return'd to Eot@, when the croud 

7 Were at their paſtimes, he proclaim'd aloud 

2 Himſelf cobe a Chriftian : then furpriz'd, 

| His faith in God more boldly heagniz'd. 

4 Tormenes enſi'd y no torments could reyoke 
1 His minde,but thus he confidently ſpoke : 

7 In my minde, nothing comparable is 

4 Tothe enjoyment of eternal bliſs: 

# Nay, all the world, if put into one ſcale, 

| Ts lighter then ene ſoul x VVho can prevail, 
 Todiſugite us from the love of Chriſt ? 

7; Cantribulation ? anguiſh ? he's the highvwit , 

{ To him will Ilook up; he bids me fear not 

{ Thoſe tha can kill me bodily, but are nor 

{ Able to hurt the ſoul; bur fear him who 
Hath pow”r to ſlay the foul and body too, 

7 And fling them into hel}, Having receiv'd 

4 Thefinal ſentence, up to heaven be heav'd : 
| His eyes, hands, heart, and faid z O Lord my maker, 
| Thanks be to thee, in that I am partaker 

4 Of Chriſt his precious blood : thou haſt nox ler 
{ My focs deyour me, bur _ beſcr 


My 
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My heay'n-fix'd ſoul with ſuch true conſtancy, 
Thatlia the faith I liy'd, for that I die, 

The lift up azc, upon his neck falls down, 
And fo heloſt his head,but found a Crown. 
In Portwg ala Noble Virgin nami'd 

Exlalis, of twelve years old, enflam'd 

With holy zeal, moſt earneſtly defir*d 

To ſuffer death, and heartily _ d 

The bleſt aſſiſtance of Gods willing arm, 

And faith all her corruptions tocharm : 

| Her godly Parents, fearing ſhe ſhonld come 
'T*antimely death, did keep her cloſe at home; 
But fhe (not brooking long delay) by night 
Stole out of doors, by that time it was light 

She came into the City, and appearing 

Before the Judge.ſpake boldly in his hearing: 
What, no Shame in you ? will you Rill be beat 
Toſhoot your arrowes at the innocent ? 

Never have done(becauſe no power controuls) 
\To break their bodies, and afflict their fouls ? 
Are you deſirous what I am to know ? 

Jam a Chriftian ,and an open foc 

Uato your diabolick ſacrifices 2 

As for yeur Idols, them my ſoul deſpiſes: 

I do aknowledge, with my voice agd heart, 
Th'all-powerfull God : Hangman, i ey'ry part | 
Come cut and mangle me, dishead me, burn me ; | 
What eyer thcu carnftdo, ſhall never turn me. : 
Alas ! alas! my fleſh is too.too weak, 

And may becorquer'd - thon maiſt easfly break 
This brite Casker t bur my inward minde 

A jewel is which thou (halt never finde. 


Then thus the angry Judge; Here Haggman,take her, | 
Drag her out by the hair, co tormenes 3 make her | 
| Bel 
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Re ſenſible of what our Gods can do, 

And we: Bur yet before thou undergo 

A miſerable end, O ſturdy girl, 

7 1'de fain have thee recant; life is a pear! 

Too precious to loſe: call but to minde 

2 Thy Noble Birth, and be not fo unkiade 

2: Tothine own (elf as to aegleRt thy fortune z 

| Methinks the glifl'ring Bride-bed ſhould importiae 

{ Thee to preſerye thy life : bar not thine ears, 

7 Bat be entreated by thy Parencs tears, 

] Nox to coatema th'Aurora of thy time; 

7 The flower of thy youth is in irs prime, 

7 And wilt thou (light it cow ? well, if thou wilt, 

/ Know, that to make thee anſwer for thy guilt, 

Engines are ready ; if thoul*t not be turn'd, 

| Thou ſhalt beheaded be, or rack*d,or burn'd x 

; What a ſmall matter is*r, not worth this ſtrife, 

; To ftrew incenſe? yer that ſhall fave thy life. 

: Ewulalsa got reply'd, but ſpurn'd abroad 

! The incenſe heaps, and did wich ſpittle load 

/ The tyrants face : the Hangmaa having retct/d her | 

: With wilde-beaſts calons to che hard bogs ſcratch' 

” But ſhe ceas'd noc to praiſe the Lord aad prize (her. 
Ti'atcainment of theſe ſublime dignities. 
! YVith th'icon grate her mangled body 's gar , 
| Her breſts, with flaming torches are deyour'd ; 

5 | Her long hair ſer on fire: ſhe wide 

| Her mouth,and ſucked in the flame,aad di'd. 

The Judge told Hynes, if fhedid refuſe 

| To ſacrifice, there was a common flews, 

| And in fhe ſhould : the chaſt celigious maid 

| Unto the Alock'd-laſcivious ſaid, 

114 Chritt will noc ſuffer this (1 tell you true) 


, 


{ This ſpotleſs ſoul ro be ; "al by you 
1 
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By you baſe ſlaves to luſt z then was ſhe plac'd 
Naked i*dh'freet, and publickly diſgrac'd : 
Amonelt the reſt, one ſcefhing at her ſhame, 

A flame like to a flaſh of lightning came 

And ſtruck out both his eyes g he falling down, 
Did wallow in the dirt, while ſhe did crown 
Her foul in praiſing God : the Judge ſends word 
Toth'execurioner to ſheath his ſword 

In her warm bowels ; Agwes maketh haſt 

To meet wich himg ſhe cantoot run o falt. 

O this (faid (he) this, this is he whom 1 

Am taken with: I long, I long to die: 

My breft Rands fairthrult ſouldier,if thou wilt, 
Thy glitt'cing rapier up unto the hilt, 

Dear Father open wide the gates of heaven 
Toentertain my fonls her lite*s bereayen. 
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The Perſecution of the Chriſtiazs in Perti a, #1; o 
aer Sapores, about the ſame time. : 
' A Nd now the Perſian Magicians bring 
A -In accuſations, to Sapores King, 


Agaiaſt che Chriſtians, for their adhetirg IT 
To Conflantine the Great, (a crime pa ckering.) Ti 
The King inceas'd herewith, wich taxes fines, \Re 
Oppreſs'd them ſore, and killed cheir Divines : | = 


Simzcon-their Prieft was into priſon ſeat, he 
For ſlighting Idok-gods ; and as he went, 'Th 
Uſthazares (a Chriſtian of late, 


Since {all'n away) who at the Court-zate fate, 
Eipying 


Hinds $APO res. 53 


E'pying him led by, obeyſance did him : 
Bu: Simeon for Apoſtatizing chid him. 
The conſcious Eunuch ſuddenly ler fall 

? A briny ſhowre; his coftly garments all 

1 Laid by,be mourn'd,and with dejected farce, 

1} Deplored thus his lamentable calc: 

Ah me ! with what a brazen brow ſhall I 

7 Look upon God,ſee*ng Simeon doth deny 

4 His kinde ſalute? He to the King muſt 90, 

i Who gently ask'd him why he mourned lo ? 

{ If in my Palace theu want'it any thing 

} Speak man, ard by the honour of a King 

4 It (hall be thine 3 that tolerable were, 

4 But Ah ! who cam 2 wour ded fpirit bear ? 

| 'Tis this (faid he) that acerbates my wee ; 


live, who ſhould have dyed long agce ; 
This Sun I ſee,to which I ſeem d ro bow 

7 Thereby denying Chriſt,:o pleafure you ; 
4 I'll rake a ſolemn yow, tor to adore 

1 The great Creator,nort the Creature more. 
$ Ihe King adjudged him to loſe his head ; 


| 


.| And at his death.at his requeſt *:was {pread, 


| Here"s one that ſuffers nottor any crealon, 

Bur for religion,agd no other reaſon, 

The Cinfttans which disheartened had bin 

By his Apoltacy.he ſought to win 

By his proteſſioa and example too, 

! Totake new courage, and to undergo 

1 The like if need requir'd. Ggod Simenn 
{Rejoyc'd, and prais'd the Lord for what was done = 
When the nex: Sua had rais'd them from their beds, 
{He and a huadred more all loft their heads. 

q The King decreed,no mercy ſhould be us'J 

| To them which to adoxe the Sun retus'd, 


| S 2 The 


| 4 
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The ſword rang over all the Perfian bounds , 
Devour'd whole Cities, and uapeopled towns. 
In brief, in all, during Spore* reign 
Were more then fixteen thouſand Chriſtians flain, 
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SECT. XVI. 


The Churches Perſecution under Julian the|] 
Apoſiata, Anno Chriſti 365, 


1; O ſooner was Conſtantia deceas'd, 
7alian \is , of the Welt and Eaſt | 
Is made ſolc rour 2 he from his youth . 
Was well 1 in religion's truth : | 
His good behaviour and ingenious parts, | 
Made him a Load-ftoge to attraR all hearts, 
In bricf,he had (what's difficult to finde) 
he rare endowmeats of a yertuous minde. 
Bur he ciz'd: Satan his tutor, 
Learn'd him to be the Churches perſecutor : 
He op'd the Idol- Faves, lock'd up before ; 
And when the Chriftian faith grew more and more | 
By torments, he was pityful and mild, 
And by bis gifes and flatteries beguiltd 
The weaker ſort, who ayarous of gaig, | 
VVere draws aſide : he alſo did ordaia; ; 
That none pt Chriſtianicie, 
Maſier of any Art 
Or any Officer : ke did ſubora 
Jefiers, to load chews wich contempt and Korn 1 . 


ould dare co be, | 


7 Drench'd ſome in ſcaldi 


And ſtuff'd with barly, for the greedy 
{ To champ upon, while ſome wich famine pine. 


7 In backets bug, 
7} Thechildren neither ſpar'd father nor maocher, 

! Nor parents child cen ; no gor brother brother, 
7 The fleſhedepr 
 VVith afſes bones 8 here hangs oa crucifix'd, 

| And there's one drag'd abour the fireers; 2 :5i:d 
| Is taken captive hke a cwigltma'd bird. 


! Denoliſhcd the Geanciles 
' He's took, his 


Under Julian the Apoftara. 

Himſelf put none to dearth 3; yer did the crew 

Of Heatcheniſh Tdolaters imbrew (ones, 
Their hands in Chriflian » braic'. 4 chem wich 
And tore the fleſh from off their naked bones ; 
warer , ſome were Prinn 4 
| Stark naked , others had their b-llies rip'd 


ſwine 


Some ſmear'd with honey up again the Sun, 
for VVaſps to feed npon. 


ived bones of ſome were mix'd 


V'Vhen 7#liax acrific'd to Ferrwne, onc 
Mari, Biſhop ct bliad-ey'd Chalcedon, 


Sharply rebuk'd him, call'd him impious mar, 
| Apoltate, Atheiſt : co whom Julceov 
 Retorts, Blind took, thy God of Galiire 

| VVill not reftore thy fight, and mace ches ice. 
: Mars reply'd,l am nor lo unkinde, 
! As not to thank my God which made me bliade, 
| Leſtthar mine eyes, (num'd from 2 better fight, ) 


Upoa thy fo ungragous face ſhould lighc, 


Out of his body , with their teeth 1s gaawe. 
A lirtle iraQ of time bag waee?'d 
Their toagues were +aad ther :eech teil aur 


Of cheic looks (ogkecs z2yox blind - 
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Amoneſt his ſons did equally diyide 

's Empire; to the rule he did aſſigne 
Conftantines, Conſftans, and Conſtantine : 
Conſt antizs, that governed the Eaſt, 
Was ſoon ſeduced by an Arrian prieft , 
Who him inform'd, that Arhans/ire 
Return from exile was peraicious _ : 
Unto che publick 2ood 2 incemſed then; 
The Emp*cour ſenc five thouſand armed meh 
To cut him ſhort :the Church was round beſet, | 
Yet he from them mirac'loufly did get, 5 


While of Apollo's Delphick Oracle Ir 

ng enquir'd, a flaſh of lightning fell In 

Irom the collided clouds, which oyerturn'd Fc 

The Temple, and Apollo's Image bura'd. JT 

The Chriſtians made complaint to F#/5ax,that BL 

The fines were more then they were ſefled at: ' Hi 

3 He ſcofffd them thus ; You ought to undergo 0 Ti 
B All wrongs: does not your God command you fo? [4 W 
A Ath'nafr ſaid, This perſecution 1 1n 
Beatz Pak- Js bur a lietle cloud,*eyill ſoon be gon, 4 T 

Peres. | x Tt 

: my _ — _ hh : G 
E 1”: 
A - SECT. XVII, 2 'S 
Z | 1225 * H 
The Churches Perſecution ander the - Arrian || By 

Hereticks, which began An, Chriſti 339. | M 

| & 

SO 


Gita Conftantine,a while before he dy'd, 


Though many Arrianscaft their eyes about 
or thus intent,tindigirate- him out ; © | 
Not much unlike a ſheep ordain'd for flaughter : 


_— — 


Ja 
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Ner could this'2o0d matiliye in quiet after, 


Under the Arran Heretic| ſ, 57 
I; baniſhment till he was forc*d to hide 

In a deep pit, where he no light eſpide 

For twice three years g and at laſtby a maid 

That us'd to bring him food, he was'betraid : 

But God's direRing ſpirit did befriend him ; 

* He ſcap*d, before they came to apprehead him. 

Thirty Egyptian Biſhops ſlain , twice ſeven 
4 Were baniſhed; ſome in their way took heayen. 
7 In Alexandria (the Arrians urg*) 

{ Twice rwenty Orthodox Diyines were ſcourg'd. 
4 The Emperour, ar his approaching death, 

7 Gricy'd (or his changing of the Necene faith. 

! Valens held on theſe damnable defigus 


{ 


: *Zainft Chriſtians ; fourſcore eminent Divines 

; Heſhip'd, and fir'd , ſo they refign'd their breath, 
By patient ſuffering of a-double death. 

! Many he cauſed to be cruſh'd to ſhivers ; p 
! Some to be drows*d *ch* Sea, others in rivers ; 

{ Some in the delarrs wandred upand down, 

| Cloathed in ſheeps-skins, piryed by none 2 

} While other-ſome, (fo pur unto their ſhifes,) * 

* Lurked in dens and hollow rocky clifts. 

| At laft this Tyrant from the Gotbg did fly, 

{ Who fir'd a village o'ce his head, whereby 

| He miſerably dy*d: unto his name 

{ Leaving behind a monument of ſhame, 


l 
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oO The Perſerution Ly the Dondti/is, 


under z Biſhops loſt their hands and congues : ; 
= ora that remain'd (incere and ſound, 
This barbrous outrage either hang'd or drown'd ; | 
Their goods are er'd, and their houſes rurn'd ; 


To heaps of cindars,and their Fancs are bura'd. 
The ſacred Scriptures are by flames deyour'd ; 

Wives are defil'd;/and Virgias are deflour'd. 
Where ever theſe profanc Schiſmaticks came, | 
They holy things profan'd ; nor was't a ſhame | 


Counted amongſt them, bur'a grace, to feed | 
Their mungrell currs with Lo ovra bread. ; 
Buc God's juſt Lo yonwgre did not long forbears | 
The Dogs run mad, and their owa Matters tear. 
*F Thoſe furious perſons, caftinto the ſocks ; 
The godly Chriſtians, and the Orthodox : , 


out their gall, | 


affrighting all. 


All Ffriek o ce, 
Defiroying many, 


SECT. XVIII. z 

The Perſecution by the Denattfis , Anno 
Chrilti 410. , 

| 

Ti Doaatifts, and Circumcellioas, 
In Sua-burne Mffrich, rais*d rebellions + C 
The Orthodox, innumerable wroags ; 


OHH I rH SHEA HMOCVD OA OTHRA.IS YO» . }) 


" 
*#* 
: 
= 
/ ! 4 
. 
- 


SECT. XIX. 


The Perſecution of the Church 17 Africk,}y the 
Arrian Vandales, Anno Chriſti 427. 


Ti Vandales, under Genſerick' s command 
Remoy'd their Quarters from th* [berian land, 

And marct*d to Africk: as along they wen, 

Cut down the fhrubs, which yeilded aliment 

To the diſperſed Saints ; what e're they found 

Uaruin'd, they laid leyel wich the ground. 

The Mia'Rers finking underneath their lo2ds, 


" Are pricked forward with ſharp-poicred goads. 


Into the mouths 


Some had (until they crack'd agin) their legs 
Wrelted with bowsftrings : greaſe and oily dregs, 
Salt-water, ſtinking mire, and Vinegar, 

others forced are. 


| The Reverend gray hairs, from them obtain*d 


carry 
| Your children ſhall be fold t nor did this 


| No mercy : as for infagcs, they were brain'd, 
| Or torn in pieces from the fundamenc. 
| The Carthaginian Senators were ſenc 
| To wander in exile ; withour reſpe&t 
! To ſex, or age, the Roman City's fack'd. 

Upon A ſceatica-day; + Chriſtian train 

| Mecting at Church , were by theſe her'ticks (lain. 
T0 was a Noble —_— Satarws, 
: ſeeing him him thus: 
Bo had bef to execute my jult commands, 
| Or youſhall forfeit elſe, your houſe and lands z | 


Your wife ſhall 


one thac drives the ; 
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The good mans faith z his wife hearing her doom 
Was to be marry'd to a ſcurvy groom, 

Runs to her husband doth her fine clothes tear, 
' And rends from cff her head her curious hair , 
Her brood of children hanging art her heels, 
A ſuckling in her arms,then down ſhe Kneels, 
And faid ou deateſt) Oh ſome pity take 
Oa thy poor wife: O for the Lord Chritt's ſake 
Let not thy bantlings under ſlay'ry cite, 
Nor me be linked to a filthy Squire, 
Be ruPd, ſweet keart,if by conſtraint thiart brought 
To at amiſs, thine will not be the fault. 
He thus ; Thou ſpeakeſt like a fooliſh wike, 
Acting the Devils part; thy husbands life 
If thou didft dcarly tender, as thou ſhouldR, 
Eatice him fo to (io, thou neyer wouldtt , 
Which will procure a ſecond death to me, 
Worſe then the ficſt ; I am reſfoly'd tobe 
Obedient therefore ro my Gods commands, 


And quite forſake wife, children, houſe, and lands, 


To this Diſciple, Scarce theſe words were out, 
He was deſpoil'd of all, and feat about 

The Country begging. Genſerick being dead, 
Hwxrick ſucceeded in his fathers ſicad. 

Well nigh five thouſand that did Chriſt profeſs, 
He baniſhed into the wilderneſs: 

He madchis Cauriiers dig the earth for corn, 
And brought the women into publick ſcorn. 
Mothers their lictle children followed, 

Right glad.that Martyrs they: 
One leading by the hand her little Son, 
Haſting Vorctake them, ſaid, Rua Sirrab, rua ; 
Scelt how che Saints do trudge aloag ? how faſt 
They"make unto their crown ? hafhGirrab, haft. 


beyhad bora and bred. 
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Hader the A i147 Vandals. 


She's thus rebuk*d: How now? why do you 90 

So ſpeedy ? woman, whither haſte you ſo ? 

! She thus reply'd ; Good folks pray pray for me, 

{ Joo toexile with this child you ſee, 

For fear the enemies corrupt his youth, 

” And ſomiſlead him from the wayes of truth. 

! As the Saints went aloao to baniſhment, 

/ Multitudes follow'd, and with one conſeac 

' Flinging their childxen down, did this expreſs ; 

' And muſt we then be wedded to diſtreſs ? 

' While you haſte to your crown, what will become 

; Of us (poor wretches as we are) at home ? 

' VVhat Miniſters haye we (you gon) to feed 

' Our hungry fouls with ſacramental bread ? 

VVho ſhall baptize our infants ? tell us who 

Inftru@t us ? w'nave a greater mindeto go 

' Then ſtay behinde 2 but Ah ! our feeble ſtregorh 

VVill aot hold out ſogreat a journeys length. 

Now they that went,and could not mend their paces, 

' Were dragged by the Moors,through rugged places, 

Their fleth all rent and torn ; they that were fironger 

' Cameto the wilderneſs, co kill their hunger, 

' And barely are allow'd ; the Scorpions crawll 
About them, bur do them not hur:t at all 

 VVith their lethif'reus Rings 2 thus God did pleaſc 

* Afcer afflition to ſend them eaſe. 

| Hunrick ſends Mandates throughout Africas 

' Thar allthe Biſhops ſhould by fuch a day ' 

| Ac Carthage meet, on purpole by diſpure © 

| Toproptheir faith , and if they could confute 

l Hark ans Biſhops : now the time drew near, 

! Andthey according to command appear. 

7 Ds The Orthodox regs beſt 

| Tocull our fone, toanfwer for the reſt. 


The 
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The Arrians plac'd chemſelyes on ſublime chrones , 
Theſe Rood ofch* ground, and ſaid, Inequall ones 
Are t00 uafic co hold an argument, 

No, no, it is by general conſent, 

That Diſpurans the controverſie rear 

On equal termes, until the truch be clear. 

Aa hundred trokes, on cy*ry one were laid 

For this bold ſpeech q wherear Exgenras ſaid, 
The Lord in _— upon Our WOcks 
And mark our ſufferings under raging foes. 
The Arrian Bifhops moved to propound 
What they inteaded, ac the farſt, gave ground, 
Decliaiog the diſpute: che Orti&ox then 

A Declaration of their faith, did pen, 


And did it with this proteſtation ſhow? 
What curbeltef is, if you loag to know, 
Here *cis * the Arrians at this thing, 


Gave them foul words, accus'd them to the King 3 
Heall of them our of the City turn'd ; 
Who them rcliev'd, muſt by his Law be burn'd, 
The Biſhops which ?th* open fields did ly, 
Beſpake the Tyrant as he paſſed by : 
What erit have ye done ? we fain would know 
The reaſon why we ate afflited fo , 
If we becalled co diſpute, we crave 
Why arc we thus deſpoiP'd of all we have? 
Why aut we live oa dunghils, in diſtreſs, 
Aﬀofted, houfles, cold, and comfortleſs ? 
He bids,and over them his horſmen ride ; 
Magy aze bruiſed ſore, thea chey deny'd, 
CE aaoas ench 20 pareball brode; 

ind ſaid , Qur God contrarily commands » 


Nor are we mad-mea, or ſuch fool, as that 
We (heuld ſubſcribe, before we kao to what: 


This 
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Hnder the Arrian Vandals, 


This was the tenour of che oath then read : 

You all (hall ſwear, that when che King is dead 
Hildrick {ball reign, and that no man hall fend 
$ Letcers b:yond the ſeas. The King your friend, 
$ Upon your taking it, will you reſtore O 
* Unto the Churches you were ac before. 

* They that did not, and alſo they chat did 

J Were all enflayed, and to preach forbid, 
! What doleful outeries ! what heart-rending grones 


Were thr Afﬀrick caus'd by bloody ones ! 
* With cudgdls, either (cx and age was bang'd: 
! Here, ſome they burned , there they others hang'd. 


Women, and naked genclemomen were 
! Openly tortur'd, all their bodies bare. 
{ Fair Donyfi4 bolder ” ow 

1 Thus the conceptions miad expreſt: 
| AMR your fill, God's fayour I _— 
| Onely my womaa-hood diſcloſe you note (her, 
! Theſe words ſcarce out , they more enraged firip'd 
! Expos'd her to all eyes, and ſoundly whip'd her, 
! Uatill the blood flow'd down:that which you broachy 
! 'Satanick (laves (faid ſhe) for my reproach , 

* Is my beſt garland. Then ſhe wiſely chear'd 

= Her young and onely fon, who 'd 

Patient ia all his pains, till he disburſt 
2 His ſpirit unto him that gave ic firſt, 
: —_ ich b'ing dead, 4 Guudabend 

3 1wice ſux years tyrannlz'd: mi 

; And litre ruled well, Batia m—_—— 
| Be .arime brought the Yaude/s to confufion, 
After they ninety years kad been a rod 
To ſcourge the Saizcs and 1ſ+ a0/ of God. 
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SECT. XX. 


ThePerſe cution of the Waldeni(cs,nh; Le2an | 
Anno Chriſti I160, | 


.F Hen theblack cloak of Popery was huri*d 
f. .Upou the ſhoulders of the cbriftianworld, 
- The faints till labour'd co diſpel away 
Thoſe ſhades Cimmerian, and reveal the day 
With cruth*; bright luſtre; and withall deyelt 
The Roman glory. One among the reſt, 
A kary;d end gadlyman es, whoſe name 


Wer Jac [arent Wagun's the ry 


Tobe as - 10 cue 

He mor'd the cred'l ta ernbrace 

The precious.offers of the means of graces 

They which uato his DoQtrine gave reſpeA; 

From him were called che Walden/ian Se : _ 
ICI 
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The Perſecution of the Waldenſes. "= 


Which like 2 Snow- ball rowing Jown 2 hull, 
Decreaſed nothing. bur increa'ed fill, 
Trough ev'ry day and hour the Martyrs bleed, 
Yer is the Martyrs blood the Churches ſeed. 
Tis her'fy in a thouſand Cirys ſwarms, 
Maintarning ſeventy thouſand men of arms : 
$ Nor could the pop1ſh Canons, Conftirunoas, 
$ Curſes, Decrees, alcer their reſolurions ; 
To ſuffer wrong, in body, goods, or name, 
T For Chrift his fake, was counced nor x ſhame. 
Valde yer (til! rroceecs (aor can he hope 
1 Long life) to publiſh co che world, the Pope 
Is Ancichriſt , che Maſs abominable 
1 The Hoſt ag Idol, Purgaror? a fable. 
1 Pope /nnocent the third, did authorize 
{ Monkiſh !rquificors for to ſurprize 
{ Theſe Her". .cks (as he cali'd chem) by proceſs, 
; 1 That fo the {ec'lar power mighe them ({upprets, 
1 Is aay rich, the icquis*%cors had a crick 
# To make him poor, Oh he's an Hererick, 
Ler tim have ſuch a death ; no power controul'd 
Or curb'd them iozbur what chey would, they would. 
If any, water, or & pad of firaw, 
{ Gaverco the Saints, he was condema'd 
If any advocate, affaid to piead 
His kinſmans cauſe 2n Action indeed ! 
{ And if an Heirs his facher chat way leans, 
= 5a h to rob him of his means. 
| Nay, for to the people in more aw, 
Thy lon 80 in their proceiſions draw 
Triumphanly z iajoyning then ©o vex 
And ſcourge chemfſelvegzwith abowc chew necks, 
way 


by law. 


A torch in eichec hands a 
Mult pals,to terrify the $6219g thongs 


dead 


The Perfecution of the Waldenfſes. 


Befides all thefe,chey have a thouſand Querks, 
They ſend cur fome to fight againſt the Turks 
And Infidelsz (no need ro eek for heires) 
Their honſes,goods, and chatrels,all are theirs. 
Ac their return, if aty ask*d their wives 
VVho lay withthem ? They *adangered their lives 
The foes confeſs'd, they had not wherewithall 
To build up prifons for t}* accuſed all : 
And yet for all this perſecution, there 
Aboveeight hundred thouſand Chriſtians were. 
The faith encreas'd, and with a proſp*rous gale 
Clim'd o rethe Alps, came toPrageta's vale; 
From thence che people bordered upon 
St. Martin, Piedmont, La Peronſe Angrogne. 
Wander theredid innumerable flocks 
Upon the craggy clifts, and algid rocks. 
| Above three thouſand being hid in caves, 

VVere ſtifled by theſe marble-hearted ſlaves. 

The poor Waldemſes by their pray'rs and tears 
Of: moy'd the Lord to free them from their fears. 
Two horſemen flying, cry'd, They come, they come; 
Another while, the beating of a drum 
Cauſed their foes retreat: which ſtones, and ſlings, 
They thouſands kill'd ar ſeveral skirmiſhiogs. 
Tins God for his deſpiſed Sainrs did fight, 

A bandtui putting aum'rous foes to flight. 

But when the party overcame, 

They did commic cher captives to the flame, 
Or hang'd chem up, or cur them out in quarters; 
All which Guicourag'd not the glorious Martyrs, 
Through che igduſtcious py, s toil, 
Abuadaoc fore of Corn, and VViae, and Oil, 
 Earich'd Calabria; Aad God did blcis 

T keir pains in Provence, with the like luccets. 
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l he Perſecution nf the Waldenſes, 


A: laft when freely chey the Goſpels worth 
Began to publiſh, Pope P/aw the fourth 
8 Difturbing them, they lefr behinde their goods, 
} VVith wives and children flying into th'woods ; 
Bur were purſu'd , ſome ſlain and others wounded, 
Some farmne-pined fouls in caves were found &exd, 
| And they that were of Sr. X:ff and /a Garde, 
; VVere rack dftrip'd whip'd,nor old nor young was 
1 Parta lays eighty, ard Fakes up their joynrs(ſpar'd 
8 For thirty nikes rogecher ; he appoines 
1 A quarter to each fake, HMecrindol Tomy 
: VVas razed by Op24-, and batter'd down. 
} The Cabrierians brought into x felt, 
; V Vere hack'd to pieces '-aule chey would nor yield, 
And in a barg repleniſned Nico raw 
: VV omen were fir d, Opede aimſelt did Jraw 
Young Infants from cheir mc:hers -ip'4- up bellies ; 
| His men kil®d them of 43 x 1nd Afar erles : 
Some two and two, together Bound, they ew 
And boos of (calding cil (O cruei!) drew 
On others legs, Bur heay'n ac [aft decreed 
LA woful end, co that accurs'd Ovede. 
| The Waldenſes, which into A/bs came, 
Of Albigenſes thence receiv'd che name. 
Pope Al xaxder the third, his wrach did fmoke 
a they ſhook cff his Antichrittian yoke z 

He them condemn as Her'ticks, yer chey ipred; 
ind many potent Towns inhabited : : 

ay many Lords, and Earls, did with chem tides 
Apaialt : & Pope, and coaltantly deny'd 
be Romiſh faich,and reſolutely (pake 
heir willingecis 0 luffer for Chritts ſake. 
Beers was Rormed by che Pilgrim £rates 
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The Perſecution of the Church 


The Lepat faics, Souldiers kill old and young, 
For - ? God knoweth thoſe to him © rg 


The Catholicks beſieg'd and batter'd down 

On the inhab*cants heads Careeſſon Town. 
When Bro Caltle was ſurpriz'd, th' enclos'd 
Of th' Albigenſes weredilcy'd, diſaos'd, 
Then ſent to Cab'ret with an one-cy'd guide. 
Yet flill like that's ina furnace cri'd, 
The Saints;appear'd; their ſparkling zeal like fire 
Blown by affliftions bellows, blaz'd the higher. 
Now Lsther roſe, the Antichriftian terror, 

And thoſe that were ſeduc'd, reduc'd from error, 
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SECT, XX], 


The Perſecution of the Church of God 11 Bo 
hemia, which began Anno Chriſti8 94, | 


Orivejme, Duke of Bohemia, 
I I Eacriog the confines of Moravia, 
By a ſtrange providence was Chriſtianiz'd; 
And with him thirty Pal'tines were baptiz'd. 
Ac his returayghe raited from the ground 
Churches, and Schools ; and all the Country round 
Flock'd thither: many of the Noble race, t 
As well as Commons, did the Iruth embrace. 
Malicious Satan env'ing the progreſs 
The Goſpe] made, gainſt thoſe that it profeſs 
Raiv'd perſecution up : Berivejwe 
Is ſeat into exile, Savgwinrons 
Dr abomira' the Chriftian temples locks, 
Forbidding Migifters to tend their flocks ; 
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And 


V 
x 
by 


{ The Priefts cry our, Blow our, good people, blow 


7} DORNeMIA, 


And is the filent night, three hundred lives 
Pay'd tribute to the bloody cut-chroats knives. 
Bur Gods juſt ory xe Dr ahomir follow'd, 


The opening earth, 


Did all the obyious Bohemians ſlay. 


At Curtenberge four Thouſand fouls were thrown 


Into the Metal-Mines ; O hearts of fone ! 


: Theſe ſparks, before into a flame they grow : 


| Water is us'd, the more they 
! Todrown the Saints, they flamed more then eyer : 
| Many are ſcourg'd, ſome ſent into exile. 

Two German Merchants brought unto the pile, 


| Exceedingly encourag'd one another : 
One ſayes, Since Chriſt hath ſuffered (dear brocher) 


' For wretched us, let's do the ſame likewiſc 


| The 
: Obethoupleas'd to let them Scor-free go : 


did eadeayour 


For him z and ſuch a high-bred favour prize, 


| That we are counted worthy o to die 

' For his freer fake 2 the other did reply, 

' The joy that in my Marriage-day I found, 

f _ ſmall to vn ; O = doth more "—— 
| th 'd al , che 2g pOts ſer on ) 

| Bleſt Chrift,chou in chy tormenss didſt defire 
| Thine ea'mics peace 
| Forgive the King ; let not the Clergy have 


- thelike we allo crave 2 


Thy ſcalding vengeance z O forbear to plague 
poor miſled inhabitants of Progue: 


know act what doz 


% 


and her Cacr up ſwallow*l. 
| The Popiſh pry having got the day, 
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Are exil'd z ſome are burned ; others brain'd ; 


Martyrs one by one, that were in hold, 

rerbe pn : _ reſolutely bold 
Hoſt to their ſufferings, with as great content, 
As if they had unto a banquet went. 
When one was called for, he thus exprelt 
Himſelf, in taking leave of all the reſt : 
Farewel, dear friends, Farewel ; the Lord ſuppor: 
Your ſpirits, that you may maintain the fore 
ainſt the common foe, and make you ftont, 
And reſolute to keep all batt*ry out , 
That what you larely with your mouths profeſt, 
You may by your ſo glorious death atteſt. 
Behold, I lead the way, that I may fee 
My Saviours glory ; you will follow me 
To the fruition of my fathers ſight. 
O how my toul is raviſh'd with delight .! 
This yery hour all ſorrow bids, adieu 
To my glad heart: O now my joyes renew: 
T ranſcendent joyes ! heaven ard eternity 
Is mine, is mine. Then did the reſt reply, 
God go along with you : O heaven we pray 
_ Afiiſt thy feryant, in his thorn-pav'd way. 
O may the willing Angells come to meer 
Thy obvious body, and direQ thy feet 
Into thine, ard our Fathers Manſion : 
Go, go, dear brothergo ; and we anon 
| Shall follow after, and be all receiv'd 
To bliſs through Chriſt in whom we have beliey'd. 
Faremel,farewel , let equal joyes betide 

To us that follow,aad to you our guide, 
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Condemaed to be quarter'd, did behaye 


Himſelf 


Some ſhort to death; with blood the earth's deſtain'd. | 
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Firft the Lord Scb/ich, a man as wiſe as grave; 
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:: Bohemia. 

Himſelf moſt gallantly, and faid, My doom 

Me pleaſeth well, what care I for a Tombe? 

| A Sepulchre is but an cahie loſs; 

| Fear death ? not I: welcom my crown, my croſs : 

| Ler, ler theſe limbs be ſcatter'd here and there 

| T haye Gods fayour, and I do not fear 

' The worlt that foes can do : ſee how the Sun 

Diſplaies his ſhining beams. Jeſuites bz gon, 

| Aadbuild not Cafiles in the empty air, 

| For Idare die for Chriſt , 1 char I dare. 

' Be pleas'd, bleſt Jeſus, thorough deaths dark night, 

' ToManu-duRt metro eternal light; 

Ecernal light ! O whac a happy ſound 

That word reports ! my ſoul, at a rebound 

| Catch heayen, catch heaven: no fooner had he ſpoke, 
Buc he ſubmitted to the fatai ſtroke : 

| Hisright haed,and his head(lop'd off his ſhoulders) 

Are hung on high, to terrify beholders. 
The Lord Wenceſlans, ſeventy years old, 

| Bing next, was asked, why he was ſo bold 

' In Fred'ricks cauſe: he faid, My conſcience run 

' Along with me; and what is done, is done. 

' My God, lo here I am, diſpoſc of me, 

| Thineaged ſcrvanc, as belt pleaſeth chee: 

| O ſend that grim-look'd meſſenger, that lates 

| For noge, to end theſe miſerable dayes ; 

| May Inot {cethe ruiges that do wair 

{ Upon our finking, our decliaing State, 

{ Bchold this Book; my Paradiſe was never 


+ Socordial as now : Judges, perſever 
In ſuckiag Chriftian blood ; but kaow, Gods ire 


{ Shall ſmoak you for'e, Up ſtarts a cowled Fryer, 

| And faid, Your Judgement errs. With this reply, 

| Heanfwer'd him, I on the truth rely, 

| "4 And 


The Perſecution of the Church 

Add noten bare © inion x Chriſt's the Way, 
The Tiath, the Life ; in him I caonot fray. 
Then ftroaking his prolixed beard, he ſaid, 
My gray hairs honour ſerves you : having pray'd, 
And giv%a his ſoul co Chrift his Saviour, 
His cut-off head was fixed on the Tower, 

Lord Her ext next was call'd, who bravely ſaid, 
I've trayell'o far, and many journeys made 
Through barb'rous countries and eſcaped dangers 
-By ſea andland ; yet was my life by * Andes F 
not ? in ſafe returned home, 
My friends and Country-men my foes become x 
For whom I, and my Grandfires have ler fall 
And waſted our eſtates, our lives and all. 
Forgive them father ; 1 OO Lord have grounded 
My faith in thee ; lee me not be confounded, 
Then on the Scaffold, thus : O Lord, I give 
My fpir'c into thine hands in ope to live 
By Chriſt his death,according to thy word: 
And fo he yielded to the murti* ous ſword. 

Sir Caſpar K aplitz,, eighty (1x years old, 
Said to the Minifter, Behold behold 
Me a decrepit wretch, whole frequent pray'rs 
Have beg*d deliverance from this vale of tears 1 
But all ia vaige t for to be gaz'd upon 

the worlds eyes I'm kept 3; God's will be done, 

ot mine; my death to morta] eyes may ſeem 
Diſgraceful, but *s rich in Gods efteem. 
Oh Lord my God. wy trembling feet ſupport, 
For fear my ſudden fall occafion ſport 
To my obſerving foes. Tre Micifter 
(ng that the ex*cucioner 

uld not perform his cffice as he meant, 


Fs crookedack bing an ippediment) 
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17 Bohemia 


Beſpake him thus 3 My Neble Lord, as you 

Commended have your fou) ro Chriſt, ſo new 

Advance your hoary head to God : he try'd 

What he could do : his head firuck off, he dy'd. 

* Then the Lord ©/e0, a judic:cus man, 
Having receiy'd the ſentence, thus began : 

| Ando you then, O Ceſar. till think good 

For to Rabilitate your throne with blood ? 

Can God be pleas'd with this ? ſay Tyrant fay e 

How will you anſwer't at that dreadful day ? 

Kill this my body z do, let my blood fill 

Your veins z diſperſe my members where you will ; 

Yer this is my belief, My loving father 

Wl! be fo pleas d as chem together gather, 

And-cloath them with their skin , theſe very eyes 

Shall ſee my Lord, where e*%;e my body lies : 

Theſe ears ſhall hear him , and this very cooague 

Ring peals of joy z his praiſes (hall be ſung 

By this fame hearc of mine. I muſt confeſs, 

I was perplex'd at fickt; bur now, I bleſs 

My God, I finde a change 2 I was not croubl-d 

So much, but now my joyes are more redoubled ; 

I fear not death ; gow death hath loft her fling: 

To die with joy. O *is a pious thing. 

AmnorlT ſure, Chrift and bis Angels will 

Guide me to heavengwhere I ſhall drink my fill 

Of thole Celeftial cups, thoſe cups of pleaſure, 

And meaſure drinking,though not drink by meaſure? 

Shall then this death have power to divide 

My ſoul frcm him ? the heavens _ wide : 

See where my finger points. The fianders by 

Beheld corruſcancys 

After a filent prayer made; he ſpake, 

Lord ſave thy ſervant 3 Oh ſome pity take? 
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I am thy creature; O let me inherit 

Chriſt-purchas'd glory : Lord receive my ſpirit, 
Next, Diony/irs Zervias (that ftorm'd 

Againſt the faints ; bu:) when he was inform'd 

Goſpel-truths, bow Chriſt procured reſt 

For thole b:liev'd, he forthwith ſmote his brelt, 

And fetch'd a figh, while tears ran down; did cry, 

This is my faich, and io this faith I'll dies 

Through Chriſt alone, I can acceptance finde, 

Yer God will not deſpiſe my contrite minde z 

Upon theſe knees, theſe bended kaces, I cail 

For mercy g mercy, Lord : although 1 fall, 

Help'me to riſe in thee : My foes controul 

May buct my body, but not huct my ſoul. 

An aged man b'ing brought, both theſe commended 

Their fouls unto the Lord ; fo their lives ended, 

Next was the Lord of Rugenicearraign'd ; 

Who faid, I have a greater priv'ledge gair'd, 

Then if che King had ſpar'd me, and augmented 

My reſtor'd ſubſtance , and am mare contented. 

God is our witneſs, that we onely ſought 

Religions Liberty , for that we fought : 

Who,cthough w* are worfted,and muſt end cur days , 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways. 

His Truth we mult defend, (as he ſees good) 

Not by our naked Swords, but by our Blood. 

What is the cauſe, my God ? O teil me why, 

So ſoon as others do, I may not die ? 

For ah! thou knowſt, thou knowſt that I reſign 

My (elf uato thee, and am wholly thine. 
Put not thy ſeryane off with loag delay, 

But cake me hence : ſweet Jeſu come away. 

The Sheriff came for him he rejoycing ſaid, 

Bleſſed be God 1 then towards him he made. 


Upon 
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Upon theScaffold, he himlſelt did chear 

With char of Chriſt, Father, / will that where 

| Lamthy ſervants may there alſo be, 

| That they may my beaven-given glory ſee - 

I haſte to loſe this life, ſo trarſrory, 

That I may be with Chriſt and fee his glory. 

Climbe up my ſoul, climbe up to bz embrac'd 

In Chriſt his arms: and fo he breath*d his laſt. 
Valent ine ( ockan ſpake to this effeR, 

Upon the Scaftold : Gracious Lord, direRt 

My feeble ſteps; O l:t deaths valley be 

A Paſporrt to the clearer view of thee ; 

For why ? thy word hath bin my hiddea treaſure ; 

O what ſatiety of joy and pleafare 

Take reſidence with thee ! there's nothing can 

Aﬀeord my ſoul more fatisfaQtion than 

Thy felf*s fruition : Lord, my fpirit flies 

Into thy Courts : ſo having faid, he gies, 

Next, Toby Steffick,s brought, a 1m2n whoſe heart 
Walk'd upright with his God , cough like a carr 
Prefs%d with afflitions ſheaves, to heaven he heayd 
His waſted eyes, and faid, I have receiv'd 
From the beginning of my life till now, 

Good things of God, and ſhall not Ithen bow 
My will to his, bur his chaſtiſemenrs ſhun ? 
I will not g no, Gcd's holy will be done, 
Can I, poor duſt and aſhes, have the face 
To plead with God ? Ichearfully embrace 
Thy pleaſure, Lord ; I cometobear thecrols ; 
O be thou pleas'd to purge away my drots : 
Calcine my ſoul ; obliterate my fins ; 
And make me pure againſt that day begins. 
He pray'd z and having drunke the lechal cup, 
His ſpiric into heaven aſcended up. 

DT : DoRor 


1 The Perſermtion of the Charch 


Door Feſrenins after him was Martyr'd, 
His rongue cut out, head off, his body quarrer'd 
And fix'd on ſtakes. Chrifopber Chober, thus 
Ciring the ſaying of Jgnatine) 
rs his cos ſufferers, We are Gods corn, 
Sown in the Churches field, and muſt be torn 
By beaſts, rofit us for our Maſters uſe : 

Burt here*s our comfort, onea bloody ſluce 
The Church is founded, farh been augmented 
By blood, nor ſhall che opened vein be ſtented, 
The blow muſt now be fertch'd , his ſoul he gave 
To heay'n, his body to the gaping grave. 
Then being call'd to execution ; 
I come, ſaid he; a pious reſolution 
Takes up myheart; I'm not aſham'd, gor ſory 
To ſuffer theſe (nay worſe things) for his glory ; 
I have, I have, by my heav'n-borrow'd force 
Fought faich*s goad fight, and finiſhed my courle. 
Then praying, Father, in thy hands I leave 
My ſpu'*cs hedid a Martyrs crown receive. 

obs Sbults, while he on the Scaffold Rood, 
Said thus, Leave off this melagcholy mood, 
DejeRed ſoul ; O be not ſocalt down 
Hope thou in God ; though for a time he frown, 
Yer will he (wile again, and thou ſhalt yet 
Praiſe him, chough Nature do receive her debt. 
The righteous arc among che dead enrold 
By fools, whenas they reſt : Behold ! behold ! 
I come ſweet Jeſus : O ſome pity take 
Upon thy creature, for thy promiſe ſake. 
Caſt me not off, my miſery condole | 
oe fins O pardon, aad receive my ſoul : 

tke no long tarriance z come, Lord Jeſus, come 2 
And fo he underwent his Mrtyrdome. - 

exe 


:7n Bohemia. 
Nezt Maximilian Hoſlialeck, 
(Whom Learning, Worth, and Piery did deck :) 
Afﬀer the ſentence paſt,one asked him 
The reaſon why he look'd fo dull, ſo grim, 
Aad (adder then the ret : To rell che rruth, 
The fins (ſaid he) I aRted in my youth 
Come now afreſh into my minde: for though 
I know that no remainder can o*rethrow 
Them which with Jeſus Chriſt have made a cloſe; 
Yet know I, that the Lord his Juſtice flowes 
As well as mercy, on thoſe are his own, 
Summon'd to death, he ſaid, Lord, from thy throne 
Look on me, © illuminate mine eyes, 
Leſt death o'recome me, and mine enemies 
Iafulring fay, We have prevail d. O Lord, 
(Be pleaſed ro make good thy promis'd word) 
Let me whoſe eyes haye thy ſalvation ſcea 
Depart in Peace 2: an Ax did paſs berweea 
His head and neck. Then four moreChriſtian brothers 
They hanged one by one, and 'd others, 
No - they have the wwe. po Laws: 
When ſome did plead the Juſtazſs of their cauſe, 
The Judges ſcoff'd them, chus ; Alchough you ha'ac 
Sins that are aQual, yer you do not waac 
Th'orig'nal fin of Herefie, and fore , 
You can't exempted be from deach therefore. 
The Saints depriyed of cheir livelyacods 
In towns and villages, reciz'd ro th*'woods, 
The Parent his cacloyticed child bemoans, 
Buc cangot help it. Oh ! the griefs aud groanes 
Of marriagable maids ! what ſad farewels 
Take parting frieads, when iato Monkiſh cells 
Fore'd are Peir neer't relations ! Great mens ſons, 
Fryers mult tutour , and their daughters Nu 
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The Perſecution of the Church, &Cc, 


Wives frcm their husbands, husbands from their wives 
Part with wet &yes: ſome thouſands loſt their lives , 
Others were ſiripp'd in frefty ſnowy weather ; 
While ſome impriſon's lay, and Rary'd together. 
The Maſs-priefts are the men that mult be heard, 
And rude men, if Apoſtates, were prefer'd. 

Bol ſlavia the principalleſt ſeat 

The brethren had {two hundred years compleat) 
Was ſeized on ; her Miniſters tucn*d ont, 

And crafty Friers to peryert the rout 

Plac'd in their rooms 3: but when this would not do, 
They awſt into a ſinking dungeon go. 

The Cities Bidſove, Twfta, Z aticam, 

Litomric, Rokhizan, Ragecinm, 

Don Martin, 2\| were brought to deſolation, 
Under a fair pretence of reformation, 

Some Citizens wers into exile ſcar ; 

Some into yoluntary exile went. 

The Maj'r and f1xtcen hundred perſons more, 

At Pracbatsce, lay weltring in their gore. | 
They threw Religion down, where ere they come, 
And fet vp {uperftition in the room, 

Asfor the Bible, Chriftians were forc'd from it, 
Wiblia (the Bobermiaen word) is yomir ; 
Nor was there (O moſt damnable defione 3 
A toleration giv'n to Books divine. | 
The mouths of ſome are gagg'd,the Hoſt they do 
Thruft dewn their throars, whether they will or nos 
Others Osuricular confeſſion forc'd , 

And many were frem all they had diyorc'd. 

To tell how they the women-kinde did uſe, 

Is got ſo proper fot a modeſt Mule. 


SECT. 


as 


SECT. XXII, 


The Churches Perſecution 1n Spain, which be- 
gan Anno Coiritti 1549, 


Spaniſh FaQtor Frances Roman nam? 1}, 
Hearing at Breme a Sermon,was ['enflam'd 
And wrought upon, that in a little ſpace 

He grew  knowithes, anJ encreas'd in grace. 

a time when he return'd agen, 

te labour'd to convince his country-men 


, Of blind-fold er rance 3 for the wa yes they trod / 
{ Were diflonant unto the word of God, 


But they reproachfully deſpis'd, contemn'd 
His words, and him unto the fire condema'd. 
Then with a paper> Mitre on his head, 
Painted with ugly Demons, was he led 


To execution: and bv the wa 
| Beingurg'd coboyw unto a crols, ſaid. Nay, 


The Chriſtians are rot wort ro worfhip wood : 
So having faid, he was the fice*s food. 

How many honett-hearted pertogs caſt 

Into infeQtious dungeons, breach'd their laſt ! 

The pris'aers cloath'd wich red-crois'd Sambitors, 


Were at Yatidolid plac all in rowes. lun 
| The inquiſition was firft invenced I 550, 


| By the Dowin'can Friers ; who attenced 
* Theextirparion of the Chrilftian race, 


By death, or ignominious diſgrace. 


' One while they ltxive with flact”ries to enſnare 


* The doubting Chriltian e're he be aware : 


And 


The Perſecntion of the Charch, &C. 


And if they fee that fair means will not do, 

They exerciſe compulſion. O who ! 

Who is there able co demonſtrace fully 

The kinde of rorments that were us'd ? the pull 
Hang on the Gibbit, holds the hands or thumbs 
Of the poor wretch , then the Strappado comes, 
And rends his weighc- diſtended joynts aſunder. 
Some inthe Trough ate cortur'd ; ſome are under 
Cruel impriſoaments , where is not aoy 

Light but what enters the Key-hole or crany. 
Some are injoyn'd to run uncothe racks, 

With yellow Sambenicoes on their backs 2 

Their rongues 1n a cleft-ftick, have not the ſcope 
Tocmpty out their mindes z and while a rope 
Eacompaſflcch their necks, coating bands 

Prefs hard bchinde them their united hands. 
Thus, thus poo: Creatures, in a piceous plight, 
Are led to ſuffer in the peoples fight, 
Barton and Bargate, Bar geſs, Hooker, Baker, 
Engiſt.-men bora ,were each of them partaker 
Of Martyrdom at C-d:z ; and aſcended 


To happineſs, which never ſhall be ended. 
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Ihe Churches Perferutinn l1 [rai {rr 1 07, 
Anno Chriſti 1545, 


Neenas, by his Parents (err 19 Roms 

For educations ſake s at lift become 
An able Scholar through the grace of God, 
In Ct:rift his School, the wayes tne Romans trod 
Renouncing quite ; for wF:i:5 56% apprenended, 
And claprt up , yer ke conftanty detended 
The Chriſtian faith : he with his life might go, 
If he would bur pur on the S2mbito ; 
Which he refus'd + nor any D3dge would wear 
Save that of Jeſus Chriſt ; which was, to {pare 
No dlood to feal up wha: be Þ2d pretett : 
So being burn'd, he in the Lord 0d reft. 

The Maj'c and Biſhop ct S:. Angelo 

Long arguing the caſe, which of the rwo 
Should, at his proper colt, procure tome word, 
For Gale ac i rs burning ; white cney {tood 
| Demurring, he bade them 20 more debace, 
* Itfhould be ferch'd on: of bis own eitace. 
Joby Mcl1xg, 2 Roman, 0:4 Cariit own: 
It he buc named him, fair i2s ran down 
On his wet cheeks ; he preach'd where e're ne came 
The word of truth, uatil he ted che fiame. 
Vance Fraxcs G anda, born in Lombardy T 
Wenc to the {laughtec with alacticy, 
Algerins, a tine young ma), ac 4410s, 


By Way ot wriins, the aftiReyu Sails, 
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How much his joy in priſon 0id abound, 
And how he Honey in a Lion found : 
Exhorting chem to patience ; in the end 
Writes, From a deleft able Orchard per'd , 

He's burned. Pope Prxw the fourch diſhves 

At Naples, many Nobles, with their wives. 

The Ciry Fenice ater rwelye years peace, 

Was by the Pope difturb'd, to the encreaſe 

Of Marcyr'd Saints g who unto ſtones were bounds 
And in the bottom of the Ocean drown'd. 


An Engliſhman artyred in Portugal. 


One Wiliam Gardiner, whom Brifto/ bore, 
In Portwp al the Martyrs Garland wore. 


SECT. XXIV. 


The Perſecution of the Church in Germany, 
which began Anno Chriſti 1523. 


wW Hen Letber, with hisfellow-labourers, 
Converied many Germans, unto wars 
The Pepe tis Higtinefs ft:1%d up (barles the fift 
*Gaz:nt Procetants : co further this his dritt, 
Two hundred rhouſard crowns, and at a boot 
Five bucdred hoe, and twice (ix thouſand foot, 
He lent with ſpeed ; che Prot'fan Princes hence, 
Rois'd allo Armies for their own defence 2 
Aod now the Emp'rouc for no other reaton, 
P;cdain'd them guilcy of no lels then trealon, 
Both 


# 


7 Germany. 


Both parties are engag*d z bur the ſucceſs 

Ts lef: to (20d, who F.5h AOT alwayes bleſs 

T he better cauſe with Vitory, nor ſhield 

His Saints from wrong z the < kriſtians loſt the fields 


F hen perſecution roſe in ley'r2] places , 
Author'ty arm?*d with rig'rcus PRs , cntfaces 
Can'id fmplicity 2 "is fad to tell 
The b+;b*rous outrage tothe Saints befel, (rurn'd 
Some rick*d , from place to place ſome tofs'd = 
Sorne difven NO woods and caves ; urn'd. EE Se 
f Ab-ur this rime, the Beors in aruns did piifts 614 
Av 1obld the Avbeys, an Moaaſteries Rifine, 
They. after tt ey 144 Cncerta ned bia 
By Mr. Spencer, fFripd him to the ikin + 
Who weeping, ſaid, This violence mill 2th':ad 
Bring miſchiefe cn your heads : you do prezend 
The Goſpel ; bur alas ! row cquice contraire 
Lnto the Gcipel-rules, your wa. Kings are | 
They jeer d 1m tor ks pains z ac lalt he's bound 
Both hands and feer, and in the rivec drown'de 
His gaping wounds let out 2 Cc:mion flood, 
Which oa the ſurface of :re water Rood. 
Wher Wolfgang Scucb mas asked it his woe 
He would hy: be abridg'd, heaatwer'd, No 
God, which hath hicherro upheld my head, 
W1!l noc torfoke me [7 my 2 ens acct ; 
No, no, he wil. not; "us a happy flame 
Which liohts :o heaven, chrice bleffed be his names 
George Carpenter d*iag £27 into che tire, 
Fulfkil'4 his Chritian brecneceus defire, 
In giving ther a bgae 5 fus cue -2ith, 
Cry ( \ f« (65, Fe(us {oo {ok is Ddreathe 
Or Leonard <: Fj er allo. at ihe Fakes 


Said, I'm thing, ave ws Lord, tor thy Truths lake? 
'" ths 
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His willing ſpir*c impatient of the flame 
Wear up to haven, whence at firſt it came. 

A cruel m_ in Hnvgarta, took 

K godly miniſter, (who could not brook 
Erroneous wayes) and Hires, Geeſe, Hens; he tide 
His naked body with on ev*ry (de: 

Being by fet-on dogs, and bloody hounds, 
All rent and torn, he &icd of his wounds. 
But God is Jutt : the Biſhop that fo ated 
His cruel ae » did forthwith fall diſtraQted : 
His hair andfulis from his head did rend, 
And raying,made a miſerabie end. 


SECT. XXY. 


The Perſecution of the Church in the Low-Coyn- 


IY1CS. 


> T tire was in Holarxd a religious Dame, 

; Calied FWendelnuta, the for Chrift*s name 

Was ſent to priſon, where ſhe muſt be kepr 

Till the next Sefltons ; ber kinde kindred wept 

And ſaid thus, Ah ! why doft thou not conceal 

What thou believ'ſt bur madly thus reveal 

E Thy ſecret thoughts? be more xeſery%d, thereby 

L- Thow'l: life prolong. To whom ſhe did reply, 

_ You know not what you ſay ; the hear: alone 
Believes torightecuſnels ; cenfelſion 

| Uaro ſalvation with the tongue is made 2 

j She burn'd, her f pirit did the ticav*as invade. 
George Scherter, a D,vine, palling along 

t ow'td execution, to the gazing throng 


Ps St 2402 f;- 7 


Jt thy l .nm-C.ntnterns, 
= 


Delivered theſe words , That you may know 

T die-a Chriftian, I a C gre ill ſhow 2 

His head en: off, heturoed on his back, 

And crofs? 1 his arms nd |: os 3 by which aſpect 

Miry believe the Gofpel 5 whom 2ity2 

They bnry, drown, or into exile drive, 

In Colen, Hollard Surmia, Low 41h, 

The goly v: el diſpoſed pare was (Nair, 

Come Loft their heads in Flaxders, ome © ere ſen 

Into perperval imPriforment. Army 
Two tundre1 Saints in Artis Brabant, I 543». 
Were made 229. with not 2 fey at Cann, 

At Delden tao youre Vireins woll-delcended, 

For their frequenting Heme 105 2pyrcnended, 

Ex:1min'd ard condemn'd muſt both nJartake 

Of M:rtyrdem, and {uffer ar rhe t4:ke. 

Bur after Ae the bodies cf them acth 
Remained white, the fire to Hurt them loths 
At Antwerp, cne COTE opoer F 2bri*5 trains 
Are beat cu: with a hammer. Sev'cal pains 
AﬀM'R the Wt - theie dezr grea:t (02453 
Thoſe are comparions to Foes =FY: T o2ds. 
| One N:-bolss 10d AuF:ne. ith he: r EI 
At Dor«1ck apprehended lolt cher :! 

| When Nichslas did hear 2 Capeain Wear, 
{ He faid, Har, Jong Jone ougnr that cus you tear 
| His name 1n pices, reed:ng |1'2 and !! md: 
| Pray vent your malice upo': me. not fm 3 
| Bino fileac'd at the Bake, Th warting their wil, 
| »D 
He ery*d,O Charles wilt :h0w ve bardned [trll ? 
With tar, a louldier gave him 2 $:cat lows 
He thus ! Ab miſerable PEOPiC know, 
God's word's too good for you : cnc Eryars cry'd, 
A Devil, a Devil : with Dave, fe reply; 
'© 3 Depatt 
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rt ye workers of iniquity 3 
mn : my God hath heard the cry 
My ing voice hath made; his holy name 
Be prais'd : fo faid, he yaniſh'd in the flame. 
At Dormick. Bertrand crod the Cake about ; 
For which diſtongu'd, he yet on God call'd out : 
A ball is thruſt intothe mouth of him , 
He's burnt, and*s afhes in the river ſwim. 
Ar Lile, tor three years ſpace: in woods and caves 
God's word was preached : Satan and his ſlayes 
Took the advantage of the (ilent night 
So figde their meetings : fiading none, they light 
On Robert Oqnir's houſe ; his wife, his ſors 
And he, rejoyce in tribulations. 
Bound at the ftake, their ſpirits they commend 
To God, and make a comfortable end 


_ v555 


The Perſecntion of the Duke de Alva, in the | 
, MNetberlands, 

TT He Golpel ſhining in the Netherlands ; 
' © Phslip,chat wore the Spaniſh crown, commands 
The Duke de Alvs, with a warlike train, 
To ſlay Projeffors, zad with might and main, 
Prom: te the Romiſh Doftrine z to rebuke 
Nobles, and Commons too : the deſep*rate Duke 
Scarce breach'c, but on them violently pour'd ; 
M2trons he raviſhed, and Maids deflour'd 
Before their husbands and their parents eyesg 
Or put them unto worler cruelties, 
He on a time (at his own Table fate) 
Boaſted his dil:;gence ticradicate 
Heret*cal weeds : for that beſides the ſlain 


Jonng the war in fix years ſpace, a train 


Ot 


be 


{ Diſcourage me oge jor 1 
| Inwhatis good, and 


1n the Netherlands. 


Of more then eighteen thouſand perſons were 

By him deliv'red co the hangmins c: 76. 

Don Prederick, his ſon kindely receiv'd 

By Zutphen Bourgers. crueily berzay*d 

The poor inhabicants of al! cheir lives, 

Hang'd, drown?d, braig'd very infants, virgins, wives; 
Thea marched he to Naerdes, and the town 


{ (All the jodwellers kill'd) he batt'red downs 
| Ac Harlem, he three hundered Waliloons 


Beheads ; five hundred Bourgers and Dragoons 


He hangs, or drowns 2 all th*Ergliſh,acd che Scots, 
| Toloſe their heads in gen'ral,he alots. 


The wounded, and diſcas'd, are killed all 
Before the entrance to the Hoſpital 


| fobn Herwinſid unto the g.2ing throng, 


(As he to execution went aiong) 

See what rewards the wicked world do give 
Chrilt his poor ſervants : for whillt I did live 

A drugkard's life, and play'd at Cards and Dice, 


' A 7oetoVertue, and a friend co Vice z 

 Othenl[ liy'd ac eaſe, and was a ſtranger 
a | Of ſuffering for the Truth ; yonder they cry 

| A Boon Companion goes 3 who then but I? 


To bonds, and fetrers z nay, was cur of danger 


No ſooner did I ſeek my God, but lo 
This fawning friead , became a frowning foe : 
Yer this doth not, (and ſo I hope ſhall never, 


perſeyer 
Cllow Chriſt the faſter : 
The ſervant 1s not berrer then bis maſter. 
His ſoul refreſhed then with Gi/cads Balm, 


To fing he did begia the thirtiech Plalm 
With life-up heart 2 but an impaciene Frier 
Thus iaterrupeed him, Avoid the fire, 
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Z Oh Jobe,and turn; yer you have time and ſpace. 

The diſregarding Martyr turn*d his face 
Another way: then ſome that were in fight , 
Retorted this z Turn thou, thou hypocrite. 
Herwin {ung on, until his Palm was ended : 
The Fryer then : Good people ben'c offended 
To hear the clamour of this Her*%icks ſong. 
Her*ack ? chou Bala*mite thoughold thy congue, 
Thecrow'd reply*d , no living foul here bears 
Offence : his Muſick much delights our cars. 
Four hundred tolks encourag'd him to run 

His race, and finiſh what he had begua : 

To whom he thus ; Breth'ren, T undertake 
This ſpir*tual Combate, meerly for the ſako 

Of my great Lord, and Captain Jeſus Chriſt : 

I now am going to be facrific'd ; 

And when God ſtall of his abundant grace 

C2ll you to {ulter, follow me apace, 

Hz; on the gallowes,and the ladder's turned, 
And then his body's into aſhes burn'd. - 

Some Ci*zens in a fiiry Chariot ſear 

Frcem Axtwerp,to the City Heaven went, 
One Sceblant, as he to his Tryal patt, 

Said thus z Would God that I might be the laft 

That thus might ſuffer death , O that my blood 
Might ſatisfy their thirſt, if God fee good ; 
That fo the Church of Chriſt, forlorn, diltreft, 
Might ever after live, at caſe, and reſt, 

I now put cft this Mantle tranſitory, 

In hope to wear a robe of laſting glory. 

A Popiſh Prieſt, by a religious Dame 
Conyerted to the faith,ſpake thus : I came 

To comfort you ; but I my elf indeed, 

Of you to comfort me have greater need. 

Cbr;ftoyber 


17 the Lnw-Countries. 


Chriftopher Gaud'rin aid, Mans life on earth 
Conſiſts but of two dayes , the firſt his birth ; 
The next, his dying day 2 and therefore | 
Muſt needs die once : who would refuſe to die 
To live for ever ? death and 1 muſt kils ; 

'Tis death conduQteth to crernal blifk, 

The ſcnrence paſt, he did apart repair, 

And poured out his ſoul ro od in pray*c? 
Then from his hands and face he waſh'd che dirt g 
And puting on his back a fine white ſhict, 

| Hethus his fellow-priforers Deip2ixes 

| Brettfren, this is my wedding-cay : IT make 

| Toheay'n-ward bring come unto the piacey 

He found three other ready to emorace 

The ſelf- ſame death : theſe four themſzives did chear 
With paticar ſuF'cing, and r:j2yc*3 co boar, 

Then came a Fryar, under a pretence 

Towinthem : Chrifftopber (21d thus ; Hence, hence, 
Thou foul-ſecucer ; from our preſence flze 1 

We nave nct any thing to do with thee. 

They mult be gag'd:May not cur tongues haye pow- 
Said they, to praiſe God ar cur late hour ? (er 
Sermons they uled to frequent 2 hard ropes 
Annex d thcir necks, they finiſhed their hopes. 

In Flanders multitudes of true belieyers 

Were ſen: to be eternal life's rece: vers, 

In Bred, there a Goldſmith dwelt, his name 

Was Peter Conlogue ; whoſe renowned fame 
Had (pre4 all o'ce the town, and ev*y mouth 
Proclam'd him faithful, if they ſpake the truth. 

This Pious Deacoa quickly was befer 

Wich popiſh catchpoles 3 neither would they let 
Him once enjoy the company of any 
Of his own Church ; he oyer-powr'd by many 


Was 
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As day) My Brethezea and (ilters dear, 
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Was burry'd tothe Caſtle , while he aid 

A priſ*ner there : once every day his maid 
Brought him his ſuſtepance, cill they perceiv'd 
He bad much comfort from her lips recery d. 
She alſo was impriſon'd, where (he found 
Such inward joys as made her heart rebound. 
Now when a little traR of time was ſpent, 
Peter was Called forth z who underwent 
Great pains wich admirable patience : 

Theſe cruel villains tor ro recompence 

His maids true zeal, ferch'd Betken to the rack, 
Cruelty unaeterv'd ! ſhe nothing ſlack, 

Went cheartully along z ere (he did part 


With life, ter rongue thus empty d out her heart : 


Since needs I muſt tuſtain affi.Ctions rod, 

Firſt ſuffer me to pray unto my God, 

This they conſented to ; ſhe icapd a ſcouring 

By this ; for whil ſhe out her pray 'rs was pouring, 
One of the then- Commiſſtonets tell down 

Into an irrecoverabie ſwown. 

This miracle wzs huſh'd, as though in yain 
"T was ſent 2 now to their cruelty again ; | 
Examples will not rake ; they'll not be turn'd, . 
They are condemned, and they mult be burn'd. 
T ne people wept ; Peter and Betkon pray d 
To God for ſtrength : the courage of the maid 
Did work fo kindly on the well- affected, 4 
That breaking through (che danger unreſpeRted) |! 
The throng d crowd, they the priv'ncrs kid embrace, |: 
26 praiſed God for his ſupporting grace z 
hen ſpake to this effeQt : Fight on, fight ons 
The crown prepated you ſhall wear agon, 

Theſe words ſpake Betkgw (with a brow as clear 


See 


1n the Low-Cnuntyies. 


See you to Gods word, be obedien: fill, 
| And fear not them who can the body kill, 
{ Not Hurt the out 3 bur rather fear him, who 
Hath power to kill the ſon! 2nd body tooy 
' And fling them into hell, 1 90 to meer 
My glorious Spouſe , wrap'd 1a a fi'ry ſheet. 
| Then falling on their knees, they ſent their prayers 
' As welcom gheſts to (Gods attentive cars. 
{ Bound to the (t3ke, they prais'd che Lord ; the flame 
{ Sent up their ſonls to hea vn, from whence they came. 
William of Naſſaw Prince of Orange, by 
| A bloody villain ſhor, did thus ler fly 
His lateſt words : O God. my Ged, condoul 
My wounded face, take pity on my foul, 
: Oa my departing ſoul , O ipare, O ſpare 
| The Spaniſh people, though they ſinful are. 
| Theſe words no {coner cu:, his {2ul forſcok 
% | This carthly, and aa heayenly Manſion took. 


a— 


SECT. XAXVI. 


The Mederi: Perſecution of the Church in Ger- 
many, {ce the year 1639, 


H'Imperialifts, when they by ftorm had gain'd 
F | be lick rownythe ms iſh Culdiers brain's 2 
| |] Atthe inhabirancs their fury laniſh'd, 

1 Aad in the open ſtreec, they temales raviſh'd, 
Nay, child-bed women too z they flew the men 
And fired o're their heads their houſes then. 
They maflacred Divines, and buracd down 


The Chriftian Churches, and ac laft the crown. 
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T6311, 


T he Porſecut io of the Charch, 


Tilly 3nd DP appenherm became a fcourge 
Unto the famous City Magdenbarge : .. 

Her goodly ſtruRtures and aipiring Towers 
Were burn'd down in the ſpace of rwice (1% hours, 
Without the leaſt reſpeR ro old and young, 

Were fix and twenty thouſand flain burnt, flung 
Tatothe river El/ve : by tev'ral wayes 

The torcuters abridg*4 poor Chrltians dayes. 
Lxdics ane Genileworren yok'd together, 
Forc*d into woods , in froſty ſnowy weather, 
Were rav:&*d there, firip'd, whip'd, and with a (ecft 
Diſaiſs*d,while others had their cars crop'd cft, 


p, 


"Mn.Chr, Hexter is taken, and th: Popith rage 
1634. |. Hew'd all in pieces, either lex, and age, 
* All ferv'd alike + what the fleſh-catzag (word 


Had left unfpoil'd, the greedy flame deyour'd. 
Art Griphenburge the Senators were ſtary'd ; 
The Heidleburg-Divines and Bourgers ſery*d 
With onely bzxead and water, Like dogs not mea 
Were the Frazkendales us'd;s In Pomeren 

The poor inhabitants were forc'd to cat 

Uptheir owa excrements 2 unpleafing meat ! 
Maay ſuipeRted to haye hidden Gold, 

Or falver, ſuff*red torments manyfold : 

W'ich cords the heads of ſome they wound abour, 
And twiſted them until the blood did ſprout 

Out of their eyes, cars, noſes ; nay, unto 

Tongues, Cheeks, Breaſts, Legs, and ſecret parts they 
Tic burning matches, yea, the parts of ſhame (do 
Scuff'd with gur-powder, burlt with horrid flame, 
With knives and bodkins they do = the skin 
And flelh of ſome, draw (tiff cords out and in, 
Some rolted were with gentle fires, ſome ſmok'd 
Like bacon-hogs ; others hot Ovens chok'd ; 


The 


1n Germany, 93 


The hands and feet of ſome fo hard were girted, 
That from :heir fingers ends and toes there {pirred 
Sanguineous drops. They ty'd che arms and legs 
Of ſome together backwards, and with r293 
Ram'd up their mouths, b*c:ute rney fnonld not prays 
Some hung up by the privy members ; they 
Hearing their ovtcries, dic wich cear-throat renes , 
Contend to drown their lamentable mones, 

Had any ruptures ? they enlirg d raieir pain 

By firing gunpowder : they taces plain 

With chiſels z and dertefticle ſome men 

I'th? preſence of their wives and childeren, 

Others, ſtark naked threvgh che reets are drag d, 
VVounded with axes, hammers , {ome are gag'd 
And ſtinking water, Urine, and the like, 

Pour'd down their throars, till iudden fickneſs finike 
Them well-2igh'dead : their bellies beyond meaſure 
Bing f1li'd,did ſwell,and fo they dy'd by leaſure. 

' Down others throats they knotted clours conſtrain, 
| Then with a packthread, pull chem up again, 

: Tothe dilplacing of cheir dowels; tome 

VVere by* made deaf,or blinge,or lame, or dum'b. 
Some have their legs ſawa off ; 2nd orners haye 
Their members diſlocated , thuis that crave 

Gods bleſt afſiltance, are entorce'd co call 

Uaco the Dev'l tor help. or none a: 3lls 

And if the husband pleaded for his wite, 

Or the wife beg'd bur tor her husbands lite, 

They take the interceflor, and likewitc 

Excruciate him betore the ochers cyes. 

Of many by their bard trications 

They bar'd the legs, uato the very bones: 

Others bound backward by che arms, were bung 
By thoſe diltogied paris 3 boch old and young 


Ra” 


The Perſecution of the Church 
Rather deſired to be ſhort, or ſlain, 


And fo die in an inſtant, then remain 

Alive, and be partzkers of ſuch woes 

As they were like to feel . for Ah ! their ſors 
Took away 31 their corn ; in ſtead of bread, 
On roots and water, they were glad to fecd. 
And other fore, {tripp'd co the very skin, 
Had not one ory racg, to wrap them ins 
Hence fruittul foils, were ntterly deftroy'd, 
Cities, and towns, and villages left yoyd, 

Or fack'd ; all the woods tell'd; the ground untill'd , 
And ev*'ry Church with defolation fill'd. 

A Reverend Divine, bound to a table, 

Was rortun'd by a cat. VVhat pen is able Sc 
To paint their bealilinels ? maids wives,chaſt dames, | Tt 
They forC'd to proſtrate to their lech 'rous flames, | 
Friends looking on 3 yea, wemer great with child, 
Ir: child-bec coo : the Churcies they defii'd ; 

The Bcediam- heufes, Hoipitals a'fo. 

In Heſſes land they let the women go, 

After they ty*a about their ears their coats. 

Dead corpſes yic/ated were. T «© Croats 
Devour'd young infants, 2nd the commons brain'd 
On higat occaſions g ſcarce a man remain'd 

Alive in many places, that might tell 

The cutrage of thoſe furies borg in hell. 

God did this land his warning-pieces ſhow, 
Before his mwrch*ring-pieces gave the blow. 

A bloodered Comet with a flaming beard 

For thirty dais together chere appear'd, 
God ſent to thoſe, which had olong abhor'd 
tlis faichfull Paſtors, and deſpis*d his ward, 
This ominous Torch, that while afleep they lic 
Oa the fott pillow of ſecuricy, 
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They 


1n Germany, 

They might b? awoken and rep-n» reform 
Their hoes, or Orherwile expeRt x (orme 
Foretold by” s Miners, ({o ll bfrier |-d ) 
And which this forrmdable Ggre porrended, 
At Groningey I blazing yrar nng earth, Anno 
One Army inthe Eaſt, and in the Norch I 6196 
Another wereengag d and d14 conte(? 
Till that was wortied: r this o5tain'd che beft, 
A: Wien water turnfd i blood , three Suns _ 
Appear'd at once ; the chundring of great guns FI 
Was heard , _ Armyes then by clear daylight An.Chr: 
Deeply engapino 11 a bloody fight. vE>D. 
Ar Wittemburgh and Dao 2lood it rain'ds. Au.Chry. 
So much, that hou{es and flone w3lis were ftain*'d x 6522. 
Therewithz:rees wep. red drops betmea;*l were then 
The hands and fickles of the Hirvelt-mens ; 
At Rat 1bone 2 tra nge rempef? 0x71 red down Au.Chy o 
Above tour hundred houtes in ct etown ; 16 24s 
Kill'd onely four 4 i: trees + y 'h1 roots UP torey 

And all within 2 quarter or aQ hour, | 
| Near Tropper 2 253: numoer of Jack Daws An.Chr. 
Eagerly fougoe with wee © 11052 claws, I 625. 
The bat:le laftee loeg +520 5:2 tv \icks 
Falk down he councry 0 + =. emdh'a facks. 
| In lower Saxony. x 10+ of Drond 
Bought by s woman 'n che 0g bled, 
During Magdenvnr ge Rexe- 2 captain's wite 
In child-bea dy'o, '<: bury with 2 kaite 
Was ripped ope-, "and ber womb did n0id 
A boy as big as one vt choree vears old , 
Having an Helmet, and a breattplace oy 
Greac boots alto after the Fieuch fafh'on , 
And by tus tive there hang'd a bulietpoucts 
At A{tewdnrge, it any d1d but couch 


A 1633. 


a Perſecution of theiCharch 


— A blood-turn'd ſticking fiſh-pond, he not well 

> + Couldin three dayes waſh off the linking ſmell. 

"ng. Two Armyes of ſtrange birds in Henſſen tought, | 
- "O35, A randcyouz of dogs could not be brought | 
EM - T*a peacezbut ſeeing muſqueteers,they joyn, 

For all their guns beat chem away , Kill'd ninee 


ms 
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SECT. XXVII. 


The Perſecution of the Church in France, wh! 
began Anno 1524. 


T Melden, Parts, Fonntains, Lions, Rhone, 
_£' Many were pur to death, ſome burn d, ſome 
- Into theliquid floods ; into the fire (thrown 
Others ler dowa by pulleys, did expire; 
Others with Oyl and brimſtone were 2nointed, 
Then burat ;many diſtoag'd,, diſaos*d dif-joyated : 
Someſlander'd ; ſome imprifon'd were, ſome rack*'; 
And they that would not bow, cor give zeipect 
Uato the Images of molten-lead, 
along the ſtreets, were maſſacred. 


Paſſing 

Febs Clark, through zeal, brake all the Idols down 
That he could light on : in the Aferzian town, 

 Condema'd he was to die, and firlt to loſe 

_ His righc hand, then his arms, and breaſts, and noſe; 
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hich quietly he bore, pronouncing then 
Their \$ods arefilyer,and are made by men: 
Ac laſtchey burnt hin. At the Calle Yk. 
DoQor John Cafteflaxe was burned quick. 
James Panare one that edncated youth, 

At Pars dy'd for the profeſled truth. 


obs 


hd 


72 France, 
o_ de Cadxureo, a renown'd Divine, 
ezraded was, and burnt at Limoſine- 
One Jobs de Beck. a Miniſter at Troyes, 
Went through the fire anto eternal joyes. 
At Ratiers, Stephen Braxe for Chriſt his ſake, 
Adjudged was to ſuffer at the ſtake; 
The fire was kindled, but the wind ſo arave 
The flame from him, that he ſtood up and gave 
(A whole hours ſpace) inſtructions to the rude 
And cafily-ſeduced multitude : 
They brought Oyl-yeſlels, and more faggots too 
The wind continu'd, and all would not do. 
With that, the hangmag ſtruck him on che head : 
To whom he thus : And muſt I then indeed 
Be bearen like a dog ? as well as I, 
You know by fire I am condemn? to die. 
He was thruſt chrough,and in the fire thrown down, 
And his left aſhes in the Air were ftrown. 
At Bonrdeanx, Aymond de Lavey accus'd, 
His frieads advis'd his flight, bur he refus'd. 
Not (fo, ſaid he, I ſhall be thought abſurd 
To feed mea with vain dreams.not Gods pure word- 
Whereas I fear not, as a truths defender, 
My foul and body too upto ſurrender. 
In pains he ſaid, This body once muſt dic, 
My fpit*c ſhall live, and that eternally. 
He ſwyowned, but recoy'cing, ſaid he, 
Oh Lord, Lord, why haft thou forſaken me ? 
Nay, faid the preſident, thou art miſtook 
Curs'd Lutherane, thou haſt thy God forſock : 
Alas good maſters, why, why do you ſo 
Torment me? Lord, they know not what they do: 
Forgive them I beſeech thee. See, ſaid thus 
The Pres'denr, how this SOR prayes for us. Ty 
| 8 « 


1549. 
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The Pe; Retjon of the C "a 


The Frier drew neery and he (condemn'd) begins + 
To God, not you, will I confeſs my (ins, 
O Lord, make hat co help , do nor deſpiſe 
Thine- handy work. My En I adviſe 
You that are Scholars, to improve your youth 
yy _— of the everlaſting truch : 
what is Jehoyahs will, 
__ Afar: not them that N the body kill, 
Not hurtthe ſoul : my fleſh (too weak) wirhſta nds 
My ſpir't, which Lord I give inco thine Saru 
With char he __ was, his body burr'd, 
His foul uatil the day of Doom adjourn'd. 
One 2% oak ro a Card*nal Secretary, 
And i Huſſos an Aporheca 
Had, for their ſcattering good abou, 
And cleaving to the truth, their tongues cut out ; 
Then with a pully pulled up and down | 
Into the fire, they dy*d, but gain'd a crown. 
James (bard, baving prov'd the Maſs a fable, 
Unto the quick nor dead not profitable, 
Was at Sc. Michael burnt. "Stepben Polliet 
Suffred at Paris, * Michael Michelot 
Was —_— unto his choice, eicher tro turn 

ſe his head, or perſevere, and bury, 
He — ae *d,God who cans'd him not to tire, 
Would give him roabide the fire. 
Blonde! a Merchant that profeſs'd Chriſts name, 


wm 1d at Pars, yeilded to the flame. 
One Hubert, « = oa 
Chriſt Jekw merles, leered: at Dyion. ! 


ets Andebure drag qd forch,Gaid thus 3 This rope | 


OS, 4 Zan Ih 
To be conjoyn'd to Chriſt: 1 was fir marii's 
Upon a Saturday, and now have tarti'd 


I 
mY |. 


in France, ”. 


LIntil agother Saturday, wherein 

I ſhall (glad day !) be married agin- 

She in the dung- A ſang, and in the fire 
Her conflancy Spe&ators did admire. 

One Pra Venote that had four years lain 
In Part priſon, where ll kinds of pain 
He felt and overcome, for ſeyen weeks {ſpace 
Was cloſe confin'd to ſuch a narrow . 
That he could neither ftand (with cafe) nor ly 2 


Ac laſt diftongu'd, he in the fire did dies Anno 

One Thom, a young man, was rack'd ſolong, 1551, 

The hangman grew a weary: one among 

ThiIaquis':ors wept, They bare him to be bura'd, 

And as ed him, f he woul4 ye: be curn d. 

iTo —_ he ſaid, Friends, | am in my way 

To God, O do ac hinder me I pray. 

One Mathew Di3monel, Srmon Laloe, An Clr. 

Peter Serre, did tormencs undergo» 1553. + 

wo men at Nivern, bad their tongues 'dout, og. 


Yer God was pleas 'd to briag it {o abour, 
That they ſpake plain, We bid the world, fleth, (in, "IIS 


And devil farewel, never to meet agin ; 


Of brimſtoue, and bring a freſh 

Supply ; ſalc on, i pupomde fcth : 

And ſo perfifting conltagc till the laft, 

Their ſouls to heaven, their earth ro aſhes patt. Anno 
One Phslbers Hamlin fed the cruel flame, 1 557. 
One Nichelas of Jexvi! did che lame. An. C br. 


L558. 


At Pars did a Chriftan 
Rua through much ſorrow : Mediation 
OPOI Of the Palat'nate Prince, and Switzers, ſome 
” them Wag eicaped Martyrdome, 


Provence, multitudes were k1l!'d ; 


Wi many orher plaeiiÞlood _ (pill'd 2 


Aad 


The Perſecution tn the time 


And yet the Church, the more it was ſuppreſt 
Like to a Palm, ſtill more and more encreaſt, 
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SECT. XXVIII. 


The Perſecution 11 the time of the Cruil Warrs, 
which began Anno 1562. 


He Duke de Gwiſe, as he upon a day 
' K Tow'rds Pars paſt, took Yaſy in his way : 
His cars informing him there was a Bell 
That rang to ſervice in a Barn, he fell 
Thereon with all his room his widened throat 
Bawl*d our, Kill, death of God, cach Huguenote. 
| Somethen with bullers, tome with ſwords,were flain; 
- Some hang'd ; the heads of others cleft in twain 2 
Some loſt their armz and hands ; ſome ſhred for 
To feed upon ; above twelve hundred fouls (fowles 
Of all degrees, and ranks, were kill*'d-: fo don 
The Duke to Pars march'd, and ſeiz'd upon 
The King himſclf, and filled with abuſes 
The places {cr apart for pious uſes, 
Roan taken by him, was for three dayes fack'd, 
The Citizens thereof diſliy'd, and rack'd. 
Thea menaciag to ruinate Orlrance, 
A.young man fhot himy to deliver Fraxce 
IR reac _ on was procut'd ; 

ppy Peace, but it aot leng endur'd : 
The Popiſh party baniſhing all pity» 
Kil.*d all, ſpar'd nogein the Lwterian Ciry. 
Art Amiens, the (lain were ia brooks ; 
All Bibles burned and Diyin' b. 


At 


of the Cruil Wars. Iv1 


At Meanx, Sens, Manes, they drag'd ſome on the 
And daſh'd againſt the walls the litcle ones $ (ones, 
Some had their houſes level d with the ground, 
kundreds were mafſacre@,ftary*d.hang'd,or drown'd. 
Many were hal'd to Maſs ; and ſome re-wedded, 
Babes re-baptized ; others were beheaded. 

At Bar they rip'd up many breſts, and draw'd 
Mens hearts thereour,& with their teeth them gnaw?d. 
VVhen Malicorn, Montargu town had got, 
He ſlew the towns-men, and with Cannon-ſhoe 

Threatned the Lady Rhexe to batter down 

Her Caftle, if (he did the Chriftians own, 

Not give them up to him 2: the Princeſs tour, 

Bravely reply'd : Look what you go abour, 

Icharge you,for there's no man in this Realm 

(The King excepted) that can overwhelm 

My pinace, with the waycs of a command : 

And if your battery go on, Ifll ftand 

Fc? breach, to try, whether or no you dare 

* | Thus kill the daughter of a King : I fear 

* | Yourthreats ? not I: I want nor means, nor power 

T*ayenge me on your boldneſs, and deyour 

Your murtherons heart, and utterly deface 

The infaftits of your moſt rebellious race. 

When Mdalicorn thus heard the Lady ſay, 

He pulled in his hora, and ſneak'd away. 

At Awgers \nto rivers ſome were thrown, 

Some executed : 2 gik Bible hown 

Upon an halbard was; and this they fang, 

Behold how well the Hug*nors truth doth hang, 

Hark what the everlaſting God, will tell ; 

Behold the truth of all- che devils in hell: 

They throw't i*th* river, and retew'd their ſound, E 

Mold | hee fee rio Gowns, y 
” ; | | 


The Perſecution 11 the time 
At, hy, Angers, Foix, Auxerre, 
At Trops, Crant, Nevers, ChaſtiBon, and Bay 
In Bloys, Tholewſe, as allo Careaſſon, 
ious villainies were don. 

At Sens, and Towrs, hundreds were put to ſlaughter, 
Some hang'd up by one foot, and in the water 

ir heads and breaſts: the bowels are pluck d out 

ir rip'd>up bellies, and are thrown about 

mi*cy ſtreets 2 they torture ev'ry joynt, 
And flick their hearts upon their daggers point. 
A Counſellor was hang'd, at the requeſt 
Of his own father, (O unnat'ral brelt !) 
By the Parifman Senators decree, 
The bells are ſounded, and the Chriſtians be 


i. The villogs Axe 


One Poter Roch, they buried alive (ram'd. 
VVithin his lf-made grave. They did deptive 
and 


thorns, 
rt eget 
the) hennk Ieer Gel Than 
by teaLond Alnigiis _— 


——- — wo 


of the Cruil Wars. 


He made her drink his piſs ; then in her face 
Flung the remaiader, and withall the glaſs. 
He claps her up,more torments to 2bide: 
Her friends redeem'd her,bur ſhe ſhortly d.*J. 
The Prot ftants of Ya/owgne, their dear lives loft, 
And ſouldiers ia their houtes rul'd the roft, 
In Maſcon, Bonnet Ber, 2 rare Divine, (ſhine. 
Sccoff'd, beaten, drown'd, Lamp-like in heay'n doth 
Monkieur Yalongnes a Miniſter, they kill's, 
And ſpurn'd his naked corps: the Maſs-Priefts fill d 
His mouth and wounds with Bible-!caves, and faic, 
Preach thou Gods truth, now invecate his aid, 
Monlnc at Reim brain'd ſucking infants, then 
The mothers ; hang'd above five handred men, 
They ſprinkled falt, upon the bleeding wounds 
Of one poor mangled man. Monlzc confounds 
The Proteftancs in fight, the priſoners 
He hangs, eſpecially the Miniſters 
Captain Lemeths, he (tabs; that will nor do, 
He thruſts him with a rapier, through, and thro: 
And his blaſphemons mouth theſe words lers fly, 
Villain, thou in deſpice of God ſhalc die. 
He prov'd a lyar, though the man endur'd 
Such mortal wounds, yet was he firangely cur'd. 
In Limenx, Grenoble, Brann, Cifteron, 
Normay, and Aur ange, many undergoa (Quills? 
Hard ulage, Ab! what hearts ? what tongues ? what 
Can think, can ſpeak, can write, thoſe worſt of ills? 
Females were raviſh'd : others drown'd : ſome kill-d, 
Their houſes with naruly fouldiers fill'd. 
Hundreds of women, nay, and children too 
Thoſe to bla that would noe be coattrain'd, 
Were with the burvend of a murker brain's, 

| H 4 Oc 
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The Maſſacre at Paris. 
Or hewn as ſmall as herbs unto the pot ; 
\' Others rhrown out at windowes, others ſhot. 
A fair young woman, after much diſgrace, 
Was raviſhed before her husbands face, 
Then forc'd to hold a rapicr wherewith 
One made her, her own hnsband kill, A Smith 
Becauſe he would not give the devil his ſoul, 
Bing on his anvil laid, they beat his poul 
| In pieces with great hammers , ſome were cruſh d 
To death with weights, others were harquebuſh'd. 
They daſh'd breft=ſucking babes againſt che walls, 
And flew the crazy 1n the hoſpitals, 
No ſex, nor age, nor quality they let 
| Sofree 2 all, all was fiſh that came to net. 


The «M aſſacre at Pais, 
Anno -157r. 


WW Hen the third Civil War in France was ended, 
A Maſlacre at Pars was intended, 

And put in execution : firlt of all 

They ſet upon and ſlew the Admiral ; 

The watch-word was, the tolling of a bell, 

Which rarg by break aday: the cut»throats fel! 

Oa the attendants of the King of Nawvar, 

And Prince of Conde; not ; leaft of fayour 

Was ſhew'd to anytthey knock'd down and braig'd 

Ten thouſand perſons : Sein's ſwift Rreams wee 

With the effuſed blood;the fireets were pay\d(Rain'd 

With mangled bodies, not a man was fay'd 

Theſe 


The Maſf, acre at Paris, 


Theſe blood-hounds met with , P.Nols, Pomniards, 
Curtlaces,Pikes,did make away with lives. (Kaiyes, 
The Muskets bouncings ! Oh the horrid rones 

Of howling murth'rers miz'd with dying grenes ! 
The Lords and Gentlemen were murtheed 

Some on their houſes roofs, and ſome in bed. 

In Prance (this perſecucion fo encreag4d y 

Were thirty thouſand Maflacred at leaft. 

Bur let's to ſome particulars deſcend ; 

One Monſieur de /a Place was brought .* is end. 
And Peter Rams with tis life did part, 

(The a Profeffor ia that ſubcile Art) 

Thrown from the chamber window, trail d about 
The ſtreets, and whip'd, his bowels falling out. 

A villain ſnatched up a little child, 

Who toy'd, and played with his beard. and ſmil'd, 
Bur he (hard hearted wre-ch!; not movy'd ar all, 
Drew ou: his wo 20d (tabbed It I 
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Such proceſtants, as did through fear revolc, 
Muſt in the fore-fron:, give the fic 2{f[aulc, 
Orelſe bz kill*'d thewizives. Some had their 
Try*d out and foid. They us'd tuch blaſphemnes : 
Wheie's now your God 2? are Pialmes and _— 
To this ? ſure be 15 eicher deaf, or dumb. 

Let him ccme faye yowif he can 2 they cry'd, 

Kill, Kill chem all, and ler's the {potl divide. 
Wha: fearful ſhnkes, 2ad ouceries werethere het 
Caus'd by theſe Devils in the ſhapes of men ? 
What up of doors ? what noiſe of guns 
At Qr/cazce was there heard ? confuſion runs = 
Ia ey rytixeec ; what trampling of War-Hortes ? 
Rumbliag of Carts, that RENEFENIENESS 
c 


greaſe 


The ſiege of Sancerrc : 


The Papiſts, in this maſſacre confels'd, 
Thar they flew cighteen chouſand at the leaf?, 
Some of them boaſted in the [treers aloud, 

Th*aad dy'd their doublets in the Hug'nots blood, 
At Tholewſe, they the call'd-out pris'ners ſlay, 
Not ſuffring them to ſpeake, much leſs to pray. 
VVhen the Pariſian maſſacre was known, 

At Boxrdeanx the like cruelty was ſhown. 

tow ſad was itto ſee poor Proteſtants 


VVaader now here,now there, and none their wants 


— Alas unparalelied woes ! 
Rejected by their friends, deſtroy'd by foes ! 
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SE CT. XXIX, 


The frege of Sancerre , Anno Chriſti, 
1573+ 


TJ i Chaſtrian Lord befieging Sarcerre town, 

His chuadring cannons play'd,and batter'd down 
Her ſtony walls ;, the ſhiyer'd timber flew 
Continually abour,yet none it ſlew, (ſhot, 
Some had their hats, breeches, and coats through 
Themfelyes not hurr nor prejudic'd one jor, 


The fiege endured long;at laſt, through want, 
Hor fot wartures 


was ture's to food; growing ſcaat, 
The Twons-mwen fed on dogs, cats,rats,mice, moles, 
Hides, parchments,halters, 


D gutourig-pav-cK, 
Their bread was made of ſfiraw-mea] boy 
fa d Oyl. 


nutſhels, ſlaces, 
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The ſrege of Sancerre 
A lab'rer and his wife were pur co th'ſlaughter, 
For feeding on their famin-ftaryed daughters 
Some little corn by ftoldred brought to town, 
Each pound was yvaued at half a crown. 
The ſword did but eighty four perſons ſlay, 
The famine half a rhouland ſwept away. 
Many choſe rather to reſign their breach 
At the ſwords point, then famiſh'd be to deaths 
The parems look'd upon with grief of hear: 
Their children, but could no relief imparts 
A boy of five years old,neer ſpent with huoger, 
Did run about the fireers ; bur when no loager 
His feeble feet could bear him, down he fell 
| Before his parents GgÞt: *%is fad totell 
The horrour of their ſouls, and how their eyes 

an down, when they did feel his with red thighs. 
ſaid the child,Father and mother dears 
, | What mean youſoto weep ? for Gods ſake ſpare 

Thoſe needleſs drops, and do'at my cauſe bemone; 
I ask no bread, as knowiag you have none & 
Bur fince it is Gods will, thac 1 ſhould reſt 
By ſuch a death as this z his name be bleft : 
Haye not I (mother) in my Bible read, 
| Of Laz'rms wants ? and thac was all he ſaid. 
| | Ac laſt God flirr'd upthe Polonians, 
To free the poor diſtreſs'd Sancerrians. 


OY 


| They wich their arms and goods mi | 
hey wit arms and g any 7 Sh 


| And ſuch as would, might withour 


The ſrege of Rochel. 


The fiege of Rochel Anno 157 3+ 


Ochel befieg'd, the towns-men falli'd out, 
And often put the en'my to the rout, 

La one months ſpace the foe lay'd on fo hot, 

That morethen thirteen thouſand Cannon-ſhot 
Diſcharg'd againſt the Rochellers, which held 
Out fiege fo long, till famine them compell'd 
T*anlawfal meats, all their proviſion ſpent: - 
But O admired Providence ! God ſeat 

TShem fiſhes, and in ſuch abundant Rore, 

The like was ever ſeen nor heard before : 

As ſoon as theediR for Peace came out, 

(Which Legares ſent from Poland brought about) 
They went away, and ne*re return'd again. 
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Divers great Lords and Gentlemen were ſlain 


Duting this frege: commanders full (ixſcore, 
And twenty thouſand fouldiers or more, 
That did from bloody Maffacres retire, 
Receiv d at Roche! their deſerved hire. 
King Charles himſelf fall'a fick,tthis mother cry'd, 
Madam T pray revenge my foes,then dy*d, = 
Recbel expcRing help in:ime of need 

From Exp land, England prov'd a ſtaff of reed 


5 theit hands, whilſt they depended 
Tos 
B 


thereon ; the City (ill befriended) 
cloſe beſieged by the King of France, 
his adherencs, the inhabitants 

' Shrewdly pur «6*c, for want of better meat, 
Nid horſes, dogs, cats, rats, and leather eat, 
The poorer lort of wanting bread, 
Upon the buttocks of the dead did feed, 
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Young 


The Perſecution 18 the Valtoline, I09 


Young maids did look with: ſach a wrinkled brow, 

As though they had a hundred years ran through, 

And all the Englith, when the Freach had took 

The City,like Anatomnes did look. 

How ſad was it to ſee, their hollow eyes 

And meagre cheeks, lank bellies, withr'ed thighs? 

* A ftrike of wheat at twenty pounds was rated z * The prices 
A pound of bread, worth one pound eftimated; of things. 
A quarter of a ſheep did fix pounds utter ; 

And thirty fhilliags bought a pound of burter 

For one poor egge, eight (killings was layd down ; 

Aa ounce of r, yielded half a crown. 


[eg 


A dry'd fiſh given for a piece in gold ; 
A pint of French-Wine, for as much was ſold , 
| A pound of grapes,thrice twelve pencey milk but fil- 


A pint-pot full, yalu'd at thirry fhilling, &'c- (ling 
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SECT. XXX 


The Perſecution of the Church of Chriſt i ths 
Valtoline, Anno Chrutt 1620. 


He bloody Papiſts, in the J'a/tofine 

K Rifing ia arms, did furieuily combine 
To th*xtirpatioa of the Chriſtian train g 
Drowa'd ſome in H/bs, others they did brain : 
Shot ſome, and firangled ochersy fome they bes 
With knotty clubs z and many that they met 
They inbumancly murth'red; ſome they drew 
Our of their aaked beds, and did imbrew 
Their hands in their effuſed gore y they (lie 
The nwouths of forme up togheir cars 3 and hic 


Orhers 


ro. One was 
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Ochers with the S:rappado g ſome were hack'd 
To pieces z others fla(h'd , and others rack'd. 
I'd to ride upon an Aﬀe, 

His face turn'd to the tail, and he to paſs 

The markec-place, holding in's hand the rail 
Az*were a bridle, ſome when food did fail 

Were famiſhed z ochers were fon*d,or drown'd ; 
Some had their very bones, co powder ground. 
Thus having made a quick diſpatch at Tel, 

Theſe profane wrerches, marched thence, and fell 
the Proteſtants at Church elſewhere, 
Kill'd old and young, and ſhew'd no mercy there, 
To Lords, nor Gentlemen x to death they ſhox 
The Minifters : Ladies zad Children, got 

Into the Bell-free for ſecurity : 


& fired; and by fire, they die, 
mo py ee 
Offend; 


rty undec a pretence 
Ar Sondres ( © perro ag ther) 
Ar ex (yet for all. ept a pother 
oge deftroyed now,and Ns Harker ; 
As if it had bin doae by accidenc, 
Concealing their maleyolous intenc « 
Then did chey fall coplunder, and imbrew, 
Their hands 1a blood, all thoſe they mer they ſlew. 
There was a Noble nn Zan refus'd 
The Romill faich: co whora ſuch words they us'd ; 
-— apa A ner love you bear 
© your young iofant, in arms, give car 
To w, orcle youſhall be Keg together. 
Bur ſhe uadeunced, chus ; - 
COINS. nor lo ] al 
From wy fieft principles 4 yea, I will rather 
Suffcr s thouſand ; oy heavenly father 4 
Spar” 
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The Perſecution 1n the Valtoline. 


Spar'd not his ſon, but up to death him gave, 
Me, and ſuch finners as T am to fave, 
How (hall T then regard this babe of mine ? 
O foe, ſaid ſhe, into the hands of thine 
I give my little child + God which rakes care 
For the wing'd Citzens of the liquid Air, 
Is much more able to fave this poor child, 
Though you ſhould leave it on theſe mountains wild. 
Unlacing then her gown, ſhe bar'd ker bref, 
And ſaid, Here is the body , you may teaft 

| Your ſwords therewith 2 to kill ic you have power, 
- | My ſoul is Gods, ir can you nor deyour. 
They ſlay the mother, and the infanc ſpare, 
Commicting it t*a Popiſh nurſes care. 

Many that did refuſe to go :o Mabs, 
Were dragged to the mounraines cops (Alas!) 
| And thrown thence down: for wane of food 
Others were amb - into Mdda's _ Py 
Some bridges , and with corp 
pruma= axons. [cd ey rywhere were ſpread. 
| A Noble Virgin, chrough the fireers was led 
Diſgracefully z they pur upon her head 
A paper-mitre, buffered her cheeks, 
And fo befmear'd her face with dirr, (thac leeis 
Might grow thereos) then was ſhe hid co call 
Upoa the Saines 3 ſhe {miliag aid, All, all 
My hope, my cruſt, and my falvacon 
Is ia my Saviour Jeſus Chnift alone. 

As for the Virgia Mary, *s confeſt 
She is above all other women bleſt ; 

Yet is ſhe got ommilcienc, agd cherefore 

Kaowes not what we requelt, whac we implore : 
Yea ſhe her ſelf her owa ſon's merits needed, 
And had bia daman'd, had he act incerceeded. 


Chrilt 
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Chriſt bath deſpis'd rhe croſs, endur'd the (hame, 
And fo will 1, thrice bleffed be his name, 
His holy came ; wich thaty theſe villains drew ker 
Jaco the fields, and barbarouſly flew her. 
Then came a letter from a Governour, 
Fhat theſe blood-ſuckers ſhould with all their power 
Deftroy both in the country and in City 

All-that were-Lutherans, withour all pity. 

Whereat deftroying all at 7yraxe, Tell, 
Brmuſe, Sondres, and Malenco, they more fell 
Thea Hyrcan Tygres, fell on Birbenuo, 
Caſpano, Traben, {laying high and low. 
They kill'd a man, and's wife. A cradled child 
Fair and well-fayour'd, in their faces mild; 
They took her by the heels {nor moy d at all) 
And daſhed our her brains agaioſt the wall. 
Art Brxſe, a very aged Matron was 
Sollicited by chem, rogo to Maſs, 
And have reſpe& unto her age, nor die ; 
To whom ſhe anſwer'd ; God forbid chat 1 
Who haye one foot already in the grave, 

Should now forfake my Lord, my Chriſt, who gave 
Me to be conltanc in his truth profett, 
-And upon ſublunary creatures reſt. 

Shall mens craditions, or Gods holy word 
Takeplace ? fo faid, they flew her wich the ſword. 
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SECT, XXX1, 


The Perſecations of the Church 12 Scotland, 
which began, Anno Chriſti 1527, 


NE Mr. Patrick Hamilton by name, 
Sprung from an honourable ſtock, became 
An able Miniſter , his holy zeal 

Did the deſpiſed Myfteries reveal 

To hood-wink'd ſouls, ſo long untill at laſt 
Th'earaged Biſhops him in priſon caſt : 

And after condemnation, he was brought 
Toexecution ; his cap, gown, and coat, 

He gaye t his ſeryant, and exhorted him 

To yencure all for. Chriſt , yea, life and lim. 
Bound to the ſtake, he cry'd, For Chriſt his merit, 
O Lord be pleaſed to receive my ſpirit : 

How long ſhallclouds of darkaeſs oyerwhelm ? 
Great God ! how long ſhall foes oppreſs this realm? 
A Fryar then; Unto owr Lady pray ; 
Salve Regina, ſay, 8c. Away, aways . 
Saranick Impsz God hears me in the flame. # 
His ſoul went up to heay'ato praiſe Gods Name, } 
Straton converted, ſaid, O Lord I haye 
Bin wicked, and deſery'd thy wrath, yet fave ; 

O let not me, for fear of corp'ral pain, 

Or death, deny thee, or thy truth again 2 

Fo his and Mr. Normas's perſon bring, 

Ard burn them in the preſence of the King, 64 
Such words the Biſhop of Dunkeldes us'd 
To one Dean Porres (whom the Fry'rs accus\l w 
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+ Perſecution of the Church 
kh Themac, | do loye thee well, 


My joy , Den 
ore 


take the liberty to cell 
Thee of thy faults, I am inform'd you do 


Preach the Epiſtle, nay the Goſpel too, 
Each Sunday to your people ; and refuſe 
To take from them (as a reward) your dues ; 
Which prejudicial to the Church-men is, 
My joy, Dean Thomas, I adviſe you this 
Take tythes, or elſe it is coo much to preach 
But once a week : for if thou gratis teach, 
May not the people think that we likewiſe 
Should do the ſame ? Tome, be not ſo preciſe ; 
Itis enough for you when you have found 
A good Epiſtle and Goſpel, toexpound 
The liberty of holy Church expreſs'd 
Therein, and *cis no matter for the reſt. 
Thomas reply'd : My Lord, if I abſtain 
From tythes, will my pariſhioners complain ?. _ 
I know they will not : and whereas you ſay, 
It ist00 much to each Sabbath-day, 
I think it is too little, for wy part ; 
And from the yery bottom of my hear. 
Wiſh, that your Lordſhip would be pleas'd cotake 
Such pains as that, Nay, nay, Dean Thow as, ipake 
The Biſhop then, no orders do us reach. 
rm _ i, youde bid me preach 

Ba | UpORA 3 
Ie red hem one all and de oe: : 
I hat's bad awangſt them me where they lic, 
And at I wil iis them by. ” 
I bleſs foid che Bi ne're knew 
What was the Teflament nor old nor new : 
Aed1 will 80x kgow any thing atall, 
Saving my Portviſe, and Pomitical. 
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Go, go yout wayts, and ceaſe formuch to prete, 
Left you repent you, when it is roo lare, 

I 657 faid Thomas, that my cauſt is clear 

In Gods eyes z therefore, whar need I to fear ? 
And ſo he went his way, But when time's glaſs 
Had run a little more,he burned was. 
Though bloody clouds were raiv*'d, Religion*s raics 
$hone forth in Seot/and, in thoſe worlt of daies : 
Partly by reading (comfort flowing thence) 

And partly by fraternal conference , 

Which ſo efrag'd the Papilts, that they came 

And barge four noted perſons in one flame; 

One Jerom Raſſer, that profeſt the truth, 

And Alexander Kennedy, 2 youth, (panted 
Were brought to Ju : Kennedy s heart 
For fear at Ef, and would have fain recanted, 

But when ao hopes was lefr, God's Spirit reviv'd 
His dgooping foul ; yea inward firiv'd 
To fhew themſelves, both in his face and tongue : 
Then falling on his knees, theſe words our ſprung 2 
Great God ! Whac love haſt thouto all exprefs'd, 
np Andre above the reſt ! 

* JO who hath clemency 
- In ba gh deerce (OlLord) of? 4 
For juſt now when I would deny thy power, 

Thave pluag'd my felf all over head and cars 

In everlaſting lanes, ( 'd with tears} 

ht hand hath notf me to dwell 

With the black ſubjefts of the.Prince of hell: 

Add I, that was of hae with fear oppreſt, 
Enjoy by thee a joy-enamet'd breft. | 
1 fear nor death, do with mr as you pleaſe ; 
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The, railed they on him, and Jerom, who | 
Said alſo unto them, Miſcal us, do ; | 

This is your hour and power to command; 

Yee fit as Judges, we as guilty ſtand : | 
But know, a day will come ſhall clear our blame, 
And yee (curs'd yee) to your eternal ſhame 

Shall ſec your blindneſs. Go on forward (till, 

Till you the Ephah of your (ins up fill. 

No ſooner were they both condemn*d to die, 

But 7erom comforted young Kennea) : 

Brother (ſaid he) fear nor, he that indwels 

Our ſouls, him that is ia the world excels ; 

' The paia we here iadure is light and ſhort, 

Bur we (hall have unfading glory for't. 

O ftrive we then (though many rubs annoy) 

To enter in unto our Maſters joy : 

And, wich our Saviour, paſs the narrow road 
Which few ſhall finde ; the way to hell is broad. 
We die for Chriſt, and Chriſt hath death ſubdu'd, 
Death cannot hurt us : hence me may conclude 

We are the members ; and if Chriſt our ftead 
Be riſen, can the members long lie dead ? 

Thus death, and Satan, underefoot they trod, 
And in'the flame, brearh'd up their ſouls to God. 
At Edenburgh the cruel Card*nal Berow 

Hagg'd ſome, upon ſuſpicion they had eaten 
Gooſe on a Friday ; and aboye the reſt, 

A woman with her ſuckling at her breſt, 

He drown'd for being ſcrupulons and wary 

Of making prayers to the Virgin Aſary. 

He ſent into exile ſome Chriſtian brothers ; 

And at St,Jobyfoxs he impriſon'd others. 

Mr. Geor p41 Wiſchard, a Divine, whoſe worth 
Wan hiaz mych admiration in the North 
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Having drunk _ of affliftions cup, 
Cheerfully in che flames ſurrendred up 
His ſoul unto irs donor. God fulfill'd 
His propheſy, the Cardinal was kill'd. 
One Hewry Wallace, 23 an Heretick 
Condemned to be burnt, was burned quick. 
One Hewry Forr'ff , betrayed by a Fryar, 
Was burat,and had the end of his defite. 
Said Ol phat to one Walter Mill,who pray'd, 
Riſe np Sir Walter, Prayers don, he ſaid, 
My aame is Falter if youcall me right, 
I have bin too too long a Popiſh Kaight, 
Ben t there ſey*a Sacraments? Giye me but cwo 
Said he, and all the reft I leaye to you. 
Wilt thou recant ? he anſwer'd, I am corn, 
Not chaff, and will not be 1'*h' truth out-bora : 
Then go to thiſtake, Said he, I may not Kill 
My ſelf, but put me in,aad bear I will , 
This is my reſolution. Having made 
; His pray'r to God, he to the people faid; 
Although it be confe(v%d, that ], have bin 

A friend co Satan, and a ſlave tofin, 
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So ſlep'd he inthe Lord s and was the laſt 
In Scotland that the fi'ry tryal paſt, 
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SECT. XXXII. 


The Perſecution of the Church 7a Ircland, 
Anno Chriſti 1643. 


THe fatious Archbiſhops, Abbors, Pryars, 
Fall Jolgjs Romiſh Prieſts, and knaviſh 
Near 


Stirt'd wp by their inftigation, (Friars, 
Againſt the Knglifh in the Iriſh Nation. 

And when thought their malice had invented 
Such thriving plots, as could not be prevented, 


They in their publick prayers recommended 
The good ſucceſs of their deſignes, which tended, 
To the advarcemene of the Cath'lick cauſe, 
And told the people 'rwas no time to paule. 
Their nation overrun with hereticks; 
Call'd Proteſtants fora fors toCatholicks ; 
Who were not to be fuffered alive 
Amongſt chem z aud for any to deprive 
Them of thejr bxeaths,tho crime was not mare great, 
Then to deſtroy a dog : te give them weats 
Or yield'ro.chom rclief atany time, 
'Twas moral, Oruapardenable crime ! 
Remes Dobtrice they pectended ca luppreds, 
= no out thoſz:tbatdid the ſampprafele "0 | 
cy Laws would we keythey thougha,Ghould under- | 
All Poj'ry, after Exg - example. (trample 
_ Obſerve we howtheis words and deeds did vary, 
Szid onething, bur-did-aR the quite contrary. . 
An 
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:n Ireland. - > URP"" 
And now they fall to murthi*ous blows ;aad plory. 
"Twill {zve rib from the pains of ond nd 
None that ſpake Engjiiſh the leaft found ; 
The Ergliſh language was a loathed ſound : 

All are reſoly'd to ſcowre the Iriſh borders | 
From theſe ſuppoſed Authors of diſorders. | 
Poor Proteftanrs ! ſome were toexile pack 1 

Some kill'd 5 *was thought a meritorious a& 

To ſlay thoſe Devils in the ſhapes of men, 

(For ſo they called chem z) not one of ten 

Eſcap'd their clutches : what a deal of good, 

Said they, ic does us, thus to bath in blood ! 

When theſe injurious wretches are deftroy'd 
.In [reland, and their habication mo_e. 
We'll then for Exg/and z have at England theh, 

We will aot leave alive one Engliſh man. 

' Put caſe we ſhould be of our lives bereavyen, | 

| Immediately our ſouls would fly to heaven. (fall, : 
Why ſhould ſuch ſcoundrels breath? to work let's 

| And take away their liyes,cltates, and all. 

Strip, ſtrip, man, Womans child , baſe rooues and 

Leave nota rag on,turn them out of doors. (whores, 

So now they ſhelter them z but woods and cayes 
Sha'n'c be their dwellings, bue ſhall be their graves, 
Whom wee'l —— But many by the high-wayes fide, 
| For want of ſuſteriancefell down, and dy%d 1 
| And many thouſands that for ſuccour fled 

| To towns, by that time they came there, were dead; 
| Totellcheir horrid Maſfacres, would make 

| Theear to tingle, andthe heart to ake. 
| Jn Armegs, and Tyrenc, this barb'rous rage 
| Spar'd geicher rich nor poor, nor ſex, dor age 2 
And elſewhere maty thouſands did expire 
By ſword, by water, famine, orby fires 
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Some had their guts rip'd out,ſome drag'd thro bogs, 
Young childreathrown to be deyour'd by dogs. 

If any chanc'dco beg but leave to pray, (way 
And kneeled down, they loſt their heads firaight- 
Some in dark dungeons lie ; others half ſlain, 
Earneſtly beg'd to be rid out of pain. 

coyer'd ſome alive with dirt, and Rones, 

And laughd, to hear their lamentable grones. 
Some were from bridges, into rivers flung ; 

Others, on tenter-hooks by the chin hung : 

They hang'd up ſome by th'arms, with their (words 
How long an Engliſh-man would be a dying. (trying 
Yeung infants rip'd out of their mothers womb, 
Were giyen to the hogs, for to eatomb. 

Childreg were forc'd to kill fathers, and mothers; 
Pareats, their childeren, and brothers, brothers z 
Wives their own husbands;husbands their own wives: 
And they themſelves in fine muſt loſe their lives. 
No mercy*s ſhown, man, woman, no nor child; 
The dead's dig'd up, th'alive in cauldrons boil'd. 
Some had their hands cut off, agd eyes pluck'd out ; 
Many were lefe alive, their guts abour 

Their very heels : and of fome*s greaſe and fat 
Candles were made ; while others roſted at 

Slack fires z Nay, boys and women were employ'd 
To perperrate ſuch deeds, and therein joy'd, 

The Rebels, in the country Portendown, 

Did many thouſands 'in the river drown. 

Ac Liſp #lab, Liſcencheab, and Cumber, 
(All Caftles) a conſiderable number 


* Werebrought unto untimely cads. Man, woman; 


And child was kill'd at KiSmore and Killow as, 


| An ancient da me, which towards Dab/in went, 
Was flrip'd in one day ſeyen times, and ſen 


To 
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To ſeck her God and to her God complain , 

And bid him, if he could, cloath her again 2 

All mercy was exil'dztheſe murth*rous C ains:(keins- 
Brain'd ſome ; (tab'd others with their ſwords, forks, 
Thouſands of Proteſtants in ſnowy weather 

Tura'd out ſtark naked, periſh'd all together , 
Through cold and hunger ; many tha: were (ick, 
Were drag'd out of their beds, and hang'd up quick. 
One Gcodwife Lim, they hanged in the Air, 

And then the daughter by the mothers hair. 

Upon a day a Cirradel they fir d _ 

Over the Chriſtians heads therein retir'd ; 

Agd thus exprefs'd their joy: Behold, how high 
The flames mount, O how ſweetly do they fry ! 

A Diviges mouth np to the ears they {lic ; 

So dog, they put a Bibles leaf co it, 

And bid him preach, and teach ſome pretry ſtuff, 

For now he had a mouth was wide enough. 

A naked woman, her bare skin to hide, 

A wiſp of ſtraw about her middle tide 
They f11'd it, boaſting how it did enhagce 
Their ſpirics to ſee the Engliſh jade ſo dance : 

They ftab'd Fave Addw,and her young child fuck 
Ther breſt, and faid, Suck Engliſh baſtard , ſuck. 

If any hid themſelves in cellars, caves, 

They all were murther'd by theſe hell-ſenx ſlaves ; 
Who madetheir boaſt, they pleas'd the deyil well 

Ja ſending him ſo many fouls to hell. - 

Agaiaft God,aad his holy word, likewiſe, 

They belch'd out execrable blaſphemics. 

Bibles they burnt, and faid, They burnt bell-fire, 
Cur ſome, and ſoaked others in the mire, 

Then dafh'd them on the owners faces ; ſome 

They Ramp'd on, faying, Hence all pgrr ae: 
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A plague upon them all ; in a ſhorc time, 
We hope to ſee none in our Iriſh clime. 
They told th*Apoſtares, that they thought it good 
To kill them while they were in 8 good mood. 
Anne Nicholſon id botdly (he'd not turne g 
And rather then ſhe would her Bible burn, 
As they would have her, ſhe the death would die ; 
And did, as it fell out: for by and by 
She and her mate was flabb'd ; but he that ated 
Thevill'ny, grew immediately d.ftraQted. 
At Glaſcow fiſty Engliſh men and Scots 
They made recanr,and then cur all their throats. 
In Afays, and in T iperary too, 
Both Councics, not a few did undergo 
All ſorts of cruel deaths, thefe bloody ones 
Did ſlaſh, hew, hack, and peller them wich Rones. 
They fore'd ſome in the Sea ({woln big with wayes) 
To take poſſeſſion of thoſe watry graves. 
In Sligo, forty Proteſtants were firip'd, 
And lock*'dup ia a cellar ; then chere flip*d 
A butcher in (appointed fo to do) 
And with an axe cleav'd all their heads ia two. 
Jaco the Jail belonging to this town, 
Poor Proteſtancs were ſent,and there knock'd down. 
About Dang anuen, Tyrone, (bar lemonet, 
Hundreds were flain apon the ſame account. 
An Iriſh Quean kill'd forty five: Mac Crew 
No leſs thea thirty in one morning ſlew. 
La wo I eNkaock's ot head 

n w wayes,as towards wy . 
Theſe rognesa Scoich-mans belly did Fa fo 
And having one ead of his (nal guts tide 
Uato a tree, they forc'd him round abour 
The ſame ſo long, till they were all drayyn our : 


Said 


za Ireland. 


Said chey,Well try which is the loigeſt ſize; 
A dogs guts, or a Scotchmans ; Ogad eye! 
In Axtrom fell nine hundred fifty four 

In one morn, afterwards ewelye hundred mores 
Sir Ph:leme O Neal boaſted he had kill'd 
Above (ix hundred at Gravagh z and fill'd 
Whole houſes with the ſlain ; brain'd old and youtg 
Within the Baroncy of Monterlong. 

In Uifer Province, by all ſorts of deaths, 

One hundred fifty thouſand loſt their breaths, 

One maa for ſaying he'd believe the Pope 
No ſooner then the devil, ftrerch'd a rope. 
In Manfter, many eminent Diviges 
They harged up. Alas! what woful fGges 

Poor children made for bread , but they malt faſt 
Or feed on graſs, and then be brain'd at laſt. 
Dear hearts ! in what inextricable woes 
Are they involy'd ? inexorable foes 
On ev*cy fide to bring them to their ends ; 

'Tis fad to hear wivesxchildren,ſervantsfrieads, 
Send to the ayr their tormy ſighs, and grones, 
Their ſhrieks, their crics and lamentable mones ! 
Alas | what tongue, is able co relate 
The fears, and cares, of their afflited Rate ? 

O was it, was it not enough almoſt 

To break a Chriſtians heart, to hear them boaſt 
Of knockings down? (faid one) my arm's ſo ſore 
I cannot lift it up, to brain ohe more. 
Another *J, that be abroad had bia, 
And of the Engliſh rogues had kill d faxteen 2 
Others ſo many kill 'd, that chey believ'd, 
Thar of the yery greaſe atd fat which cleay'd 
Upon their ſwords, a man might undertake 
Aa Iriſh caadle (if he li) ro make. 
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The Perſecution of the Church, &c. 


The Eogliſh are (faid they) fir meat for dogs, 
Their children baſtards, drown them in the bogs ; 
The daye's our own, we'll wound their beaſts there- 
Oh *cis a gallant thing to hear them rore! (fore ; 
Thus haye we had a taſt of what befel 

The Proteſtants : now they that did rebel 

Have ever fince by the juſt hand of God 

Bin ſoundly ſcourg*d with his ſeverer rod; 

He ſoemaſculates their ſpirits in fighe, 

That handfuls put innum'rous foes to flight ; 
Thouſands of them have periſh'd by the ſword 3 
As manyzif aot morezthe plague devour'd ; 

The Lord till fights for his ; and will, no doubt, 
Utterly root up that rebellious rour, 
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MARTYROLOGIE | 


Containing 


A COLLECTION 
Of all the 
PERSECUTIONS 
VW kich have befallen 


The Church of England, 
Since the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel, 


To rac end of | 


Queen Marne s Reine. 


i... 


By the ſame AUTHOR. 


rc ORD,. 
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Lg Geatiile 2 : 
7; ſunt 3 Papiſ *s & Idololatria eorum new a repugnantibus, ſed 


merientibus (hriſtianis. Auguſt. Ep.4:. 
Quo malis preſentibus durius deprimar, co de fu'uris gaudis certius 
preſuwa. Gregor, 


In nothing be terrified by your adverſaries, which to 
chem 1s an evident coken of perdition, bur to you of 
ſalvation, and chat of God, Phil,1,38, 
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To the Right Honourable, 


WROTH ROGERS 


ESQUIRE; 


High Sheriff, and Governour of the 
Cuy ana County of Hereford - 


A ND 
TO THE REVEREND, 


wWiltam V, oyle 
William Low 


Mr. Samuel Smith 
George Piimroſe 


of Chriſts Goſpel in Hereford. 


Grace and Peace be multiplied, &C. 


Miniſters. 


Honoured 


and a Dy 
Reverend 


| A* It is the property of ge- 


nerous 26s not to ex- 


at an anſwerable retaliation 
_ 


'he Epiſtle 
for their afforded favours from 
the party whom they have en- 
gag'd : So neither are they 
wont to ſlight the petty | 
' preſents of a grateful heart , 
whole greateſt ambition 1s to be | 
thankful. This hath embold- 
ened me to offer you the ſmall 
fruits of my weak labours, or | 
rather recreations, gathered at | 
ſpare hours, in hope they may 
ſo relliſh with your palate, as | 
ro move you to nonour them | 
with a free acceptance : | doubt 
not then but they will paſs the 
better, and be entertained with 
more Approbation. Y Vhat | 
though the wine of aſtoniſh- 

_ 


Dedatory. 
1] ment (I mean: the blood of 

Martyrs ) benot fo pleaſant, 
| and conſequently leſs defrable, 
7 | yet my hanging out the ſignes 
; of your hononrable names (at 
e | the Frontiſpice of my Book) 
| will be very effectual to make 
 1t vendible. Humility in your 
r | ſelves, and charity towards me, 
it | will cover all faults. 1 know 
you are my Honourable and 
5 | good F riends , and 
n | eAmici omnia, amice interpre- 
xt | tantur, ſo will you this my 
200d will. Now i itbe your 
pleaſure to make uſe of me, I 
am here preſt for your ſmall 


Service, till I am able to per- 
K form 


pe The Bpaitle, &c. 
form greater. So praying God 
co fill you with as much happi- 
neſs both here and hereafter, as 
your hearts can hold, I take 
my leave of you ; but ſhall al- 
wayes, wile | have atongue 


and hand, acknowledge and 


ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
Your Honours humbleſt. 
Eerolog, The feconD of the Servant; and to you my 
M2] - or xa Worthy Friends very 


mich obliged, 


Nicholas Bilingſley. 


n. I + 
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To the ingenious Reader. 


| Kinde Reader, 


Call thee as I would willingly finde thee ; 
| rey I confeſs, myweak performance of 
this Part alſo 1z Verſe, which « ſo well done 
to thy hand in Proſe already, might juſtly occa- 


ſion thee to clothe thy brow tn an angry frown, 


and look big upon me, with a What needs 
this> But I perſwade my ſelf, thou knows a 
little better what belongs to humanity, then to 
judge too 1nhumanely of me 5, thy ſelf remem- 


' bring that thou art alſo born of a woman, and 


art naturally proclive to ſlip, if need be, as well 
as another.  Manſuetude ſeems firſily to be at- 
tributed to beaſts which were made tame, and ci- 
curated ; but was afterwards us'd to expreſs the 
winde pliable, aid pulling us the reins of ber 
paſſion : this wvertue if thou haſt, I need not 
aduiſe thee (as Athenodorus did Auguſtus) 
from ſpeaking any thing raſhly before thou haſt 
orderly repeated the Criſs-Croſſ-Row., Thus do 
T bope well of thee, what I have done, I le&ue 

K 2 to 


To the ingenious Reader. 


to thy good-liking 3, which, if I may be ſo wor- 
thy, as to obtam from thee, giue God the Glory, 
and I am abundantly rewarded for my pains, 


The 


T HE 


PERSECUTIONS 


Of che 


Church of England, 


From the firſt planting of the 
Goſpel, to the end of Queen 
ha Maries Reign. 
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SECH, L 


The Perſecution of the Britiſh Church, tif the 
comeng tn of the Saxons. 


O tell exaQly who the perſoas were (year 
That firſt preach'd to the Britains, in whac 
The Goſpel firſt rook roo, is "—— 


Since Authors cite >a with a dffriag 

Some ſay * Zelotes preach'd whey. F37 all; * S:200n 

_ eArinatheas Joſeph ; others Panl: Zeletese i 
Fag av, and Dawies, did che Goſpel bring 


Into great Britain, Eaucine the 
ERS Oe, > With 
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 * - But the fote-named Tyrants oyer=tir'd 
| With blobdy butcheries, at ft reſpir'd; 


The proffer'd Goſpel, as the means of 
Cotyerted, and baptiz'd, they overturk d 


The Perſecution of the Church 
With many of his ſubjeRts, did embrace 


© ” 


Th'IdoPtrous Temples,and the Altars butn'd : 

All ſuperſticious rites they laid afide, H- 
Adyancing Chriſt z the = ak was their guide, 
And onely rule ; they judged nothing fir = 

But what had warrant from the Sacred Writ. 
Two hundred fixteea years this faith did flame 
Amongſt them till the Pagan Saxons came. 
Religious Lxgiu@ without iflue dy*d, 

And now the Barons and the Nobles vy*d 
For Kieg ; and while they for the crown contended, | 
Ja flep'd the Romans,ſo the quarrel ended : | 
For they uſurp'd the crown, and did o'tewhelm 
With miſery and ruine the whole Realm. 
Sometimes th* Idol*'trous Romans bore the ſway ; 
Sometimes the Chtiſftian Bricaxs won the day : 
By turas they got the beſi, by turns they got 

The worſt,as Proyidence did them allor, 

In Diocleftax's time, and in the Reign 

Of Maximinias, the Chriſtians (lain 

Tn Britany and elſewhere, did amount 

To ſey'meen thouſand. One of great account, 
Alban his name, the Proto-Martyr was 

Of Exglands Ik , and many more did paſs 
Thac way he wenc. Religion decaid, 

Bibles were burned, and the Churches laid, 
Laid level with the ground ; diford'red orders 
Took placCz and Piety forfook our borders. 


Expericrce telling them; the more they ſhed 
The Chrifttans blood, the mioge the fauch Rill ſpread: 


73 Britain, 

They both went down frem the Imperial feat ; 
Conflantine; next Conflantine the Great 
Succeedigg in the Briciſh goyerament, 
The Church was quiet, and eajoy'd contemt: 
Which peace continu'd till the Arrian Set 
| The novyelty-affcQtors did infect, 
| Hereat God raifed up the Pits and Scots 
{ (Two barb'rous nations) and to them alots 
| The ViRtors wreath : poor England was oppreſt, 
! And did for many years enjoy noreſt, 
| Which made them ſead Embaſſadors to Rowe 
With ſad complaints,entreating them to come 
! To aid themy fo a Roman Legion came, 
| Slew ſome, making the reft retreac with ſhame, 
| And quit theſe coaſts, adviſing us withal 
{ To raiſe betwixt us and the Scots, a walls 
A wall being builded by the Engliſh men, 
| The Roman force returned home ages, 
| This news was broughc unto the Pits and Scots 
| Oe this fide of the wall , they landed boats, 
| Ofceran the country, laid the corn-fields waſte, 
| And bare down all before them as they paſt. 
| The Bricans fend their Legates ugto Rowe 
| A ſecondrimey the ſemr+for ſouldiers come 

And varquiſh'd them , the reſt pur to diſorders, 
Enforcedly deſert the Britiſh borders. 
Which done, they told the Britans flat and plain, 
They ſhould expeR no aid from chem agaia ; 
Beſides, it food not with their caſe, to take 
So long and tedious journeys for their ſake: 
Now therefore ara your ſelves, andexerciſc 
In Warlike fears (ſaid chey) if yee be wile « 
Go. go nad build you firmer walls, that fo 
read 8 You maybeable ro keep ot your for, 
They K 4 
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The Romans haying took their laſt farewel 

Of Brit any, the PiRts and Scots ſoon fell 

On-the re-builded walls, and pur co flight 

The trembling Brirains,ro: train'd up-to fight. 
They that ſtood out were barb'rouſly deſtroy'd ; 
And alltheir goods the enemies enjoy'd. 

Lo 2n Aceldama of blood ! what ſtore 

Of ſlaughtred Carkafles, ev'n ſwim in gore ! 

Reme b'ing again ſolicited to ſend 

Relief, refus d ; the Britains inthe end 

Took heart to graſs, when earthly comforts fail d 
Sought God, and *gainſt their enemies prevail'd , 
Gave them the total rout z the PiAs began 

To krep their bound, ſave onely now and than 

They iaroads made into the Land ; the Land 

Ac laſt became under her own command. 

The oround was now manur d ; the Lord did bleſs 
Th'induftrious Britains with a large encreaſc 

Of full-car'd corn, that ſuch abundane ſtore 
Scaxceever inthe Land was ſeen before, 
But Oh ! mans finful heart ! this Peace, this Quiet, 
This Plenty, led them to exceſs, and riot, 

To pride, contention, envy, and the like : 

God ſent the plague among them, which did firike 
So many dead, that the alive were all , 

Unable to afford them burial. 

Yet could the judgements that abroad were ſent 
Not melt their hearts, nor moye them to repent ; 
Thedeath of friends, the danger they were in 
Themfelves, but hardened them more in fin 

Not work'd their Reformation z oftentimes, 
Judgements prove Shooingehoras to greater crimes. 
They wax ftill worſe and worſe, the Laity choſe, 
And Clergy tqo, toliye like ranc'cons foes, 


eſs 


ads | 


i Britain, 
Gods thundrige vengeance which upon them fell, 
My breathing Nuſe ſhall in che ſequel tell. 


—— _— 


—_— De t———_— — 


SECT. II. 


The Perſecution of the Britiſh Church under the 
Heathen Saxons and Engliſh, Anno 429 ,&c. 


H E Britains with ill- neighbours re-infefted, 
Inftead of turging to the Lord, requeſted 


The Pagan Saxons aid, for to oppoſe 


The raging fury of thefe Northern foes ; 
They came,and ceming, conquer'd them , at length, 
The Saxons knowing their ſufficient ftrengrh 

To over-pow'r the weaker Britains, they 

Fell foul on them ,exaRting greater pay, 

And more proviſion, or elſe they would 
Side with the Pits, and do the beſt they could 
To ſpoil their country, This their reſolution 
No ſooner ſaid, was put in execution: 

All goodly edifices they deftroy'd : 

The Miniſters, the while they were employ*d 
Ia Diviae ſeryice,were of lives depriy'd, 
And rey'rend Biſhops with their flocks diſliv'd, 
Some left their country and beyond Seas fied ; 
Some on the mouncaines tops were murthered. 


Some pin'd with 4" ing from their caves; 
Were ſoon di ech' dr "7 2l {laves. 
The Engliſh Nebles | to treat 
ropes dog 6 adder ray 

At Alwſbery; but by the faithlels train 


&t 
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At Stomebeng ; and,that they were bury'd there, 
The yet-remaining monuments declare. 
Now when the Britans found no other way 

Lay open to redreſs, they fell to pray. 

A faſt was call'd, and all, with one accord 

Humbled their ſouls, before th'Almighty Lord. 
Ambroſins Awrelian, being chole 

To be their King, did profligace their foes , 

And from that day Gods hand appearing glorious, 
They went out proſp*cous,and return'd ViAorious. 
Atlaſt Awrelian with poylon dead, 

| Uter Pandragon reigned in his ſtead 2 

He bidding barcail tothe enemy, 

Two of their Chieftaias took ; who ſcaping, fly 

To Belgia for more aid z and in the mean 

The Saxons fleck'd in y confliQs paſt berween 
Th'Engliſh aad them:now theſc,and ſometimes they, 
(As Providence ſaw good) did win the day, 

Of, and ( ofa, with a force renew'd 

Came o'ce again ; the Britans are ſubdu'd ; 
Their paſtors ſlain, Churches demoliſhed, 

No mercy's ſhown , King Ter lick in bed, 
Secing his SubjeQts fall, would needs be brought 
Into his camp: ſo reſolutely fought 

His ſouldiers then, they (under God) obtain 
The Vitors wreath: Offs and Coſalliin. 
Soon ever this great V! was WOſy 

ter of poylondy'd ; Archer his ſon 
Was crowned King, who twice fix Victories 
Obrcain'd agaialt che Saxon eacnics> 

His iraager atts, and uabeliev'd ſucces, 
As fabulous, 1 leave z- but queſticaleſs 
Much peace and fafery co che Bricfh Iſle 
Was in his happy reign enjoy'd 3 yer while 


They 


:# Brirain, 

were at Peace with others, they agi 
Arts totheir [6athed wayes X7 Au 
Fell ro inteſtine broils, embracing evil 
In ſtead of good, and worſhipped the Devil, 
Under the notion of an Angel brighc. 
The Priefts withheld the Goſpels purer light 
From deviating ſouls 5 which ſoon procur'd 
The wrath of God (too great to be endur'd) 
Driv'a out of houſe and home, no eaſt, no reft 
They found; the Saxons had the Land pofleſt, 
Aad turn'd out all che Chtiftian Divines. 
So done they did in the uſurp'd confines, 
The Heptarchy ereRt 2 Thete Kings did mother 
All peace, fell outand warr'd with one another : 
Till diſempowr'd, they could not well defend 
Themſelyes, much lefs with enemics contead, 
King Lwcixs was the firft that did receive Anxo 


The Goſpel, and in Jeſus Chriſt believe : 180. 
From which time (as't in Chronicles appears) 
Ic ſaid in Brit aim full four hundred years : A 


One hundred fourty and three years Gods word 2 
Grew cold ; but Anſtins ing 1t reftor'd. 190, 
Some Engliſh children bring brought to Rowe, 

There to be ſold, Gregory chanc'd to come 

Into the market-place : when his fix*d fighr 

Saw in their lovely cheeks pure red and white 

Contend for Maſterſhip, be much admir'd 


Ac their ſo ſweet complexions, and enquir'd 

Wha: country they were of , then being cold 
That they were Engliſh heachens, to be ſokd 
For ſlayes : here's choice ewough, 
Said he, *cis pi 
So fair, and fo 
As ſubjects to he 
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Inform'd their Provigee Deira was ; faid he, ), 
Could wiſh them Manu-miſs'd De ira Der. 
And further, being giyen to uaderſtand, 

That one nam'd Ale ruPd the Britiſh land g 
There, there, faith he, ought Praiſes to be given 
And Alelnjab's to the King of heaven. 

He alſo had a greatdefire togo | 

To Exglaxd, and there preach : but Rome (aid, no, 
Pelagine dy*d 3 he in his room aflign'd 

Rowes Biſhop, calling his intent to minde : 
Awuſtin, and forty more Divines, he ſent 

To undertake this work : they land in Kext, 

At Thaners fertile Iſle : King Erhelbert, 

In Canterbury City, they conyert, \ 

And did baptize : by whoſe example, many 

Dayly came in, the King enforc'd not any, 

But much ref] and affected thoſe 

Who willingly with Chriſt would make a cloſe. 
Anftin (ends Greg'ry word, how God did bleſs, 
And crown their labours with defir'd ſugceſs. 

The joyful Biſhop ſendeth more Divines 

Over, for to effc& thole great defigns 

Were now on foot : a lecrer of adyiſe 

He wrices to Auſt; , not to be too wiſc 

In his own eyes, nor be pufc up at all 

By thoſe great miracles, which did befall 


The Engliſh Church z For why ? for this inten, 
God on 
Aſctibe 
blis be the glory, and the praiſe, not thine; 
And when thy heart Yebullulate begins, 
thy ing fins, 
cle 


fly us'd him, as an inſtrument. 
» Auſtin, to God® pow*c Divine 


O chink upon 
And that will bumble thee : all 
Haye of themlelyes no poyet co effe® 
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A miracle like this z and yet heay*as book 
Coatains their names. O do not, donor look 
So much on thine own works , be this thy ſtrife, 
Tohave thy name writ in the book of life, 

What eyer miracle the Lord hath brought 

To paſs by thee, know this, it was not wrought 
For thy ſake ; no, *fwas wrought fer the ſalyation 
Of the ſeduc'd, miſguided Engliſh nation. 

If I might be ſo worthy to adviſe, 

The Temples built for heath*aiſh ſacrifice 

I would not haye demoliſh'd, but th'abuſe 
Remoy'd, conyerted to afother uſe. 
God go along with you, and left you ſtumble : 
Through pride, and glory, keep you alwayes hum- 
He an Epiſtle alſo did dire& (ble, 
Uato the King, which was to this effeR : 

He firſt prais'd God, then did the King commend, 
Wiſhing he might prove conſtant co the cad 

In his profeſſed faith , and to bis power, 

Convert his Subje&ts to a Saviour, 

Who holds forth life to thoſe that will receive 

K freely, and in's prowiſes believe. 

And laſtly , he jatreats his gifts may fiade 

nce, coming from a willing minde. 
Afiletxs, by his preaching did convert 
Thtcaſt Angles and the then-King Sigebert ; 

Who with his Uackle Eebelbert did found 

St. Paul his Church.aad built it from the groutd. 
Axſtin a Synod gath'red in this nation 

Of Biſhops, to conſul of Reformation ; 

But aothing's done therein : King Erbelbert 

Haviag a mighty force, wetit to evert . =M 
The Cheftrian City, where che Monks of Bangor 


Afecmbling,pray'd God go divert his anger, _ 
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From their frieads heads, and turn it on their foes, 
To ſhield the Engliſh from approaching woes. 
When the king ſaw them fo intent in pray'r, 
Demand he did ——_ ſort of men they oe : 
And being credibly inform'd, they pray” 

For race” Fe _ his enemies ; Us ſaid, 
Although unarm'd, they fight againſt us do, 
And with their prayers perſecute us too ; 

My hearts, fall bluatly on them z upon pain 

Of our diſpleaſure, let them all be ſain. 

ieven huadred Monks had their blood fpill'd ; _ 
Which God reveag'd : the bloody Tyrant's killd 
Ta fighe by Chriftlian Edwin, who obrain'd 

The crown, and the Chriftbuilded faith. maintain'd. 
The Idals, and the Altars he deſtroy'd, 

Making all agcieat ceremonies voyd. 

He cauied brazen difhes to be tide 

By ev'ry fountain in the High»wayes fide, 

That fo each paſſenger without controul, 

Might be refreſhed with a liberal boul : 

He alwayes carried himſelf propitious 

Unto the good, but rig*ous to the vitious 2 

So that a woman charg'd with gold.might paſs 


From Sea to Sea, ion'd who ſhe was. - 
At laſtby Pends, and Cadwele's might, 
Subdu'd, Fefiab-like, he dy'd in fight: 

His Chriftian SubjeRts felt the worſt of woes, 


natbey. Tha” Queen, ber* diughter ad Fomtin 
o . : l 'u a u#&s went, 
> Exficd. To fave ther OS ws Lows» 
Oſwald ws next; whoſe pray'rs did gain 
A glorieus V ,Cadwels fin, 
His love to p! fervent zeal 
To ſpread the in his conmot-yeul, 


Was 


et Britain. 
Was known to all. From Scotland he 
Aidan Biſhop and the King inuwr'd. 
To Scoth, bimſelf interpreted the words 
Aidanu preach'd, unto his noble Lords 
And SubjeRs in their mother tongue, more Known 
To chem then the exotique Scotiſh tone. 
| Hetothe poor was ſo compaſſionate, 
| That when on Eafter-day ac meat they fate 
| And ſery'd in filyer, he was told the poor 
| Stood flocking thick and threefold at the door 
He cauſed them for to be ſery'd ia ſtate 
| With his own food, caking a filver plate, 
| And ftraight- way breakiog it in pieces ſmall, 
| Diſtribute it he did Khan them all, 
| Aidan ſccing this, admu*d,and g 
Him by the hand, O may this never roc 
That to the poor ſo beneficial was 
| (Said he:) as Authors ſay,it came to paſs. 
This Oſwald alſo was a means to bring 
Kinig*ſns of the Welt-Saxons King, 
And Quicelinns King of Dor ſetſhive, 
With many of their Subjects 


DON TI ISS » - 


ocurd 


, to the clear 
Knowledge of Chriſt, under the Miailtry 
= 20008 oy or piety» My” 
us a/d haying rei fine years , 
Mer cian Pendadia 45, --plnone EY 
Ofwic ſucceeded him ; Ofivie 2s glort 
A Prince,as pious, and ao lefs Vi 10Us 2 
He rais'd an army, fought, and overthrew 
A greater force,and 1 ends {lew. 
Aad now the Biſhops and the Miaifters, | 
Sequeſter'd from the World, and its affairs, 
Preach'd freely to the people, uacil they 
Abour the celebrating Eafter-day 


(Which bone amongſt them Satan caft) contended, 
ASynod's call'd, nor was the diff* rence ended, 
Wolferme now a licenſe having gain'd, 

Conyerted the ſouth-Saxons; then there ratn'd 
Abundant ſhowrs which fertiliz'd the land 

Laine barren for three years: thus Gods good hand 
Appeared in a plenteous increaſe ; 

He ſent his Goſpel, with his Goſpel-peace. 

[Thus the South-Saxons, with the Ifle of Wight, 

Did laſt of all embrace the Goſpels light. 

About this time the Roman Church diſown'd 

Her priſtine beauty ; Antichriſt enthron'd, | 
The Pope did Lord it oyer all; he ſent E 
Italian Theodorw into Kext br 
With many Monks, there Mafſes muſt be ſung, 

And in the Latin,not the mother-rongue : 

Biſhops, and Miniſters he did diſplace 

Art's pleaſure, ſo that in a little ſpace 

Truth turn'd roerrour, Piety co yainneſs, 

Zeal to contempr, Religion to profancſs. 

Becauſe their iterated crimes did urge 
Gods wrath,the Pagan-Dancs became their ſcourge. | 


z7 Britain. 
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SECT: HL. 
| Of the Heptarchy united Ly Egbert ; and of 


the 140aſ1on by the Daxes, ayd of the Perſe- 
cetion of the Engliſh Church under them, 


[ng Egbert after many bactails fought, 
Unired firſt che Heptarchy, and brought 
' In Monarchy, into the Brigſh land 
| The whole Realan his, he gave a ſtri& command 
| That Britain ſhould be Emg/and nam'd,and all 
' The Saxons anſwer to the Engliſh call, 
' The Pagan-Danes invaded ſeveral times 
| (To plague her for her execrable crimes) 
| This Briciſh Iſle, nor ftriving to enjoy 
| And conquer ir, but t*utterly deſtroy. 
| They whoſoe*re they met,man,woman, child, 
| Kill'd or enſlaved, and the Churches ſpoil'd. 
| They ſacked Canterbary, in which place 
| Aboye nine thouſand ſouls they did uncaſe. 
| Throughout the Land cheir cruelry was ſuch, 
Of blood they thought theycould not ſhed roo much; 
This Iſle was ſubjeQR to a forreiga power, Above 1.5 5 
| Till freed by #/+Biams the Conguereny. Jeers. 
Who liſt to know the intercourſe of things. 
The AQts and the Succefſions of Kings, 
May if he pleaſe, (for brevity's my mark) 
[, | Read them at large in famous Mr, Clarke: 


Et 
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SE CT, IV. 


7 he Perſecution of the Egliſh Church under 
the Papacy. 


Lchough Religion from the time this Iſle 


Its Prim tive fplendour, but grew more obſcure, 
More ſuperſticious, and no leſs impure ; 

Yet in thoſe Priſtine dayes, the peoples crimes 
Were not equivalent to after-times. 

The Church now being ia the deſarts hid, 
Afﬀeraid to ſhew her face, wa, 6 did 
Raiſe Bernard up,and many more beſide, 
 F*unmask and check the Antichriſtian pride ; 
And ſuperſtitious diſordred orders 

Too too luxuriant i the Britiſh borders. 


Ar which the Pope and his adherents urg*d,(ſ{courg'd | 
They were impriſon'd , hang'd, and burnt, and 


About the ſtreets, or branded in the forehead, 
With an Heret'cal charaRer :O horrid ! 
Yer many did molt readily embrace 

T0 Pn as the wy o_ of grace? 

: t man of ga, that ing of perdition 
Renounc'd, and all CE uperfticion. 
God fill prefery'd a Church unto his name, 

From Chris ciaze, cill the cime that Latber came, 
John Patrick, Engins, when Mlfred reign'd, 
The firſt Reader 1n Oxford was ordein's : 
He wrote a book about the Sacrament, 

For which a Martyrs death he uaderyeng. 


They 
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Under the Papacy. 


They branded in the face, and baniſh'd ſome 
Divines at Oxford, who declam'd *gainſt Rowe. 
One Arnold there they butcher'd, whodecry'd 
Againlt che Prieſts lewd lives, and Prelates pride. 

In Hewyy's reign the ſecond of that name, 

Thirty Waldenſes into England came, 

Gerard their Paſtor ; 2nd withour all pity, 

Were whipped publickly chrough Oxford City ; 
They foging all the while, Blefſed are yes, 

When you ſhall hated, and miſuſed be, &c. 

With want and cold, they dy*d ; none might afford 
Them any comfort, nor at bed aor board. 
Gualdo who'gainſt the priefts inyeives wroce, 
And alſo DoQor G«lberr Poliot, 

Who oft blam'd * Them as Becket to his face, 
Were perfecured much 2 to them a grace, 
Sylveſter Gyrald by his writings rears 

Such Hornets up, as fall about his cars. 

One Alexexnder, for his birter ſtile 

Baniſh'd by f Lexgton, dicd in exile. 

Aſhton tellow of Merton colledge went 

Tato perpecual impriſoamen:. 

Onc W:l:aws Sawire, Thorp, agd Swinder by, 
With ſuadry more Diviges condema's, did dic 
Under the Chriſtian Banner, and their ſpirits 
Paſs'd into glory through Chrift Jeſus merits. 


- And now becauſe tny Muſe finds nothing new 
Bur onely Martyrs names, (he dids adicu 
Ac preſent, Reader, but intends to meer 
Thy ſrious cye within another ſheet. 
Lv SECT. 
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SECT. V. 


The Perſecution of the Engliſh Charch after the 
riſing of Martin Luther, 


H E Chriſtian world appear d not very clear 
Until the fifteen hundied eighteenth year, 
Wherein God pleaſed to unbolome night, 

The Art of Printing being brought to light; 
Which furniſhed the Church with uſeful books, 
And made them to diſcerre Religions looks 
From ſuperſtition, (as in a mirrour;) 
Subſtantial Truth, from counterfeited errour. 
God alſo rais*d up ſundry men of parts, 
Who by their learning and ingenious Arts, 
Moſt ſirenuoufly oppoſed Barbariſm, 


- Truths Sunſhine breaking from che clouds of Schiſm; | 


Picws, and Franciſcus Mirandula, 
Laxrentins Villa, Francis Petrarcha, 
Eraſmm, Doftor Collet, Weſalinms 
Rhenanus Groecinn, und Revelinus, Q%c. 
Were io Gods vineyard faithful labourers ; 

Then Martin Lather, and his followers, 

By Gods appointment came into this nation, 
Towork his Church t*a fuller Reformation. 

Six perſons ſuft*ced death at Coventry, 

Onely for teaching of their family 

The Lords pray'r,tea commandments, and the creed, 
T*ch' Engliſh congue, Severity indeed ! 
One Themas Harding, on an Eaſterday, 


When others worſhip'd Idols, went to pray 


Within 


em A. a 


after the 1iſinz of Martin Luther. 


Within a filent grove 3 where apprehended, 
Condema'd, and burnt, his ſoul co heaven aſcended. 


Art London one John Raimond was abjut'd ; Hnwo 
Who fifteen hundred Teltaments procur'd 1528, 
Of Antwerp Print, and brought five hundred oyer 

Iato this Ifle, the darkneſs to diſcover. 

One Sigar Nicholſon was hung up by 

The privy members ; and the reaſon why, Hows 


W:s this 1 in Cambridge he (a Stationer) EIS IR 
Kep'd in his houſe ſome works, that Lathber's were, 
One Thomas Hitten, a Divine ia Kent, # 

| ng9 


After a tedious impriſonment, : 
Wag oyer to the ſec'lar power turn'd, 1330s 


| And by them in the Town of Maidſtone burn'©. 
| Cardinal Woo/ſy perſecuted ſore Anno » 
| Bilny, Lome, Garyet, Barnes, and many more. I 531. 


One Richard Bayfield, was from Lollards cower Anno 
Deliyer'd over co the ſec'lar power, 1533s 
And after bound at ſtake z when with the flame 
His lefc arm burned was,he rubb'd the ſame 
* | With his right hand fo hard,chat down ir fell: 
| Hepray d until he wear in heayen to dwell. 
| Edward Freeſe, Johnſtone, Wylie, Father Bates, 
All ſhuc up with their wives in F#/hew grates, 
During their hard impritonmeat, were ted, 
O miſcry indeed ! with ſaw-duſt bread. 
Afer a tedious lying in the ftocks, 
Thay let chem go, bar clog'd their legs with locks. 
7ames Bainham, when half buraed ar the take, 
To this effeR unto the Papiſts ſpake : - 
Behold, ye look for miracles ; and here Y 
A miracle indeed, doth now appear 2 
For I am as infenfible of pain, 
As if det) ou 1 

L 3 
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All's oge to me, both equally do pleaſe : 
O tis a Roſy bed, a bed of eaſe ! 
A,1530. AnTldolnam'd The Rood of Dover Court, 
Was burnt,and ſom* in chains were hanged for'. 
Now ſuffer'd Andrew Hewet, and Jobs Frith, 
One Thom as Bewner, who was curſed with 
Bell, Book, and Candle, faſtned ro the Rake, 
And fir'd,a comfortable end did make. 
The Papiſts to their power the truth ſuppreſt, 
And Perſecuted thoſe that it profeſt : 
But God was pleas'd deliverance to bring 
To his afl:;fed Saints , for now the King 
Diyorc'd the Lady Katharine of Spain, | 
And took to wife Lady Avve Ballen, Vain 
Were all the Popes projzRs z none in this nation | 
Might now enforced be to abjuracion. 
Eliz,beth Barton, th'holy maid of Key, 
A Nug both ſubdolous and fraudulent, 
the ſtrange alt'ring of her countenance 
Gull'd Gilly people, lying ia a trance 
(As Qr1akers do) and then, as if ſh had been 
Inſfpir'd by God, would in reproof of fin 
Speak much, aad raileagainft the Goſpels light, 
Calling it Hereſy ; her ranc'ons ſpight 
She vented to the King and Queens diſhonour. 
By Satan back d, fhe alſo took upon her 
T*advance Rome's DoArine, praifing conſtitutions 
Idol try, Pilgrimages, Abſolutions, oc. 
Buc DcQor Cranmer, with the Lord Cromwel, 
And Mr. Latimer, did wiſely ſmell 
Our all che knayery ; ſothat the Nun 
And her aſſociates hang'd, their dayes were dog. 
Though Exgland did Yo Popiſh pow* diſown, 
1536, YetPopery fiill hoyer'd npand down: 
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aſter the rifing of Martin Luther. 


And William Tindal mas betraid,arrain'd, 
Condemn'd and burned for the Truch maincain'd. 
Anne Bullen alſo,that Religious Queen, 
(Who now about three yeers had married been) 
| By falſe reports and finifter ſuggeſtions, 
| Had loft the Kings affetion z he queſtions 

Her deareſt loye; which he intends to fmorher, 
By marryiog himſelf unto another, 
Queen Anne was to the Tower carried x 
And, e*ce three weeks were oyer, loſt her hea, 
| The Vertuous Lady, ſtanding upereRt 
| Upoa the Scaffold, ſpake to this effect : 
Good Chriftiaa people, if you wonder why 
- I am come hither, know, it is co die ; 
Having already heard my ſeatence firict : 
Nor lies it in my pow'r to contradict. 
I come not hither for this end, toclear 
' Myſelf, nor tell who my acculers are ; 
| Ipray God faye the King, his life maincaia, 
And make you flouriſh ia his happy reign, &c- 
And if among you, there be any (hall 
| Preſume to queſtion my untimely fall 
| Anne Bullen begs, Aene Bulen does implore, 
That they would judgethe rightzand judge ao more. 
Thus, thus vain world, I rake my leave of you : 
Dear Chriſtian friends, I bid you all adicu : 
, | 1 pray be fellow-feelers of my caſe, 

And pur up prayers to the Throne of grace 
| Ta my behalf. Oh Lord in mercy (hiae 
Upoa me, cake my foul, for i is thine 2 
Sweet Jeſu, ic is thine, This of ſhe (ed 
Oa her beat knees, uacil he loſt her heads 
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About this tume, (which God to paſs did bring) 
Lord Cromwel grew in fayour with the King : 

By whoſe adviſe, and ſage deliberation, 

The Church was brought unto a reformation. 

The Kings injuaRtions all abroad made known, 
Idol*rrous Images were overthrown : 

Our Ladies at Wa/fingham, Worceſter, 

Ipſwich, and Thomas B*cket's \mage, were 

Caſt down ; with others, which had long decely'd 
Thefilly people, who indeed beliey'd 

They [.y'd; for they (by ſecret Engines found) 
Could open, ſhut cheir eyes, and roll chem round. 
The fame year (as Lord Cromwel, did adviſe) 
Abbeys were ruin'd and Monaſteries, 

A little afrer, for oppoſing Reme, 

Mr,ohn Lambert (uff*red Martyrdome. 
Packington Collins, Leiton, Putt edew, 

Pech, Doctor Barnes, Garret, and Heiroms too, 
Two eminent Divines, the Lord Cromwel, 

Great Eſſex Earl, all for the truths ſake fell. 

Yea all che priſons, within Loxdow walls 

Were fill'd,and many were erclos'd in Halls, 

By yertue of an AQ for prohibition | 

Of truth, and countenancing ſuperſtition. 

John Porter, unto New-gate Duageon ſent 

For readipg in the Bible, underwenc 

Hard ufage ; boits and Iron chaigs did check 

The freedom of his legs, his hands, and neck : 

Ar laſt, igto the loweſt dungeon caft,” 
Not ma ny dayes expir 'd,he breath'd his laſt, 

At Lincoln Bifhop Lengland took away 
James Morton, Thomas Bernard, in one day. 
One Mr. Barber, who the truth deny'd, | 
With ſorrow wore away until he dy'ds 


One 


— 


One Teftwood, Perſon, Filmore, tolt and cured Anno 


Neer Windſore (aftle : with 3 cheerful face, 
eAutbony Perſon did the (i. ke embrace, 
Kiſſiog it, ſaid, Welcota mine own ſweet Bride, 
| For this bleſt day ſhalt chou anJ I bery%J 
| As manand iſ rocether, in the loye 
| And Matrimonial peace of God aboye, 
| Of God above, I long for tobe there, &'c. 
' When all of them unto the Rake bound were, 
| Said F-/mer then, My bretherea rejoyce 
Ia Gcd, unto him make a joyful noiſe: 

For after this ſharp breaktaſt, we a boon 
Dinner ſhall have with Chriſt in heaven at noon. 
Teſtwood with hands agd eyes to heayen up neav'd, 
Deſir'd God that his ſpir*t might be receiv'd. 
Perſex (ſaid thus) trickiog with ſtrawhis head, 
This is Gods hat, now 1 am dreſs'd indeed, 
| Like a crue ſouldier of Chriſt, by whom 
This day into his joy I truſt to come. 
; And ſo they ſuffer'd with ſuch conſtancy, 
| That many with chem could affordto die. ( Hare, 
The Lord Liſle, Thomas Brooks, JamesCock, Ralph 
James Barber, Mr. Smith, Jobn Butler, bare 

The croſs of Chriſt, Said Rockwood, Bad's my tate 
I can* repent, Alltoo late, all roo lates 
| The under-Marſhal fell upon the floor, | 
| T*ch* Councel- room, and never ſpake word more. 


One Richard Mekins, that had ſcarce out-worn > SY 
The fifteenth year, they did in Smithfield burn. > gat 
Two labouring men, there was at Callice Nartyr'd, Fs 


And Mr.Daw/lip was hang'd,drawn andquarter'd. 
Button, was perſecuted ; Mr. Dod 
Refign'd up jn che'flame his ſoul to God. 


One 


after the 117g of Marcin Luther. us 7 


Linder afflicions hand, at laſt were bura'd I 544+ - 
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One Mr. $exie, to his end was brought, 
By Gardiner s 7 $r nge as *was thought. 


Korby at Ipſwieh, Roger Clarke at Bury 
Fry*d Faggots, to appeaſe their foemens fury. 


Anne Arkew being tolt from polt co pillar, 

And cruelly miſus'd, an evil-willer 

Led her into a dungeon ; where he rack'd | 
Her body cill her very bowels crack*d 2 | 
Nay, when her bones and joynts were plack'd aſun- || 
She praiſed God. and pray'd;(to all a wonder) (der, || 
Then the Lord Chanc'ller ſent her word that burn'd |} 


+ . Sheſhould be, if ſhe chagg'd} not 2 ſhe return'd 


An anſwer back, that ſhe would rather die, + 
Then once recant, and her true faich deny. | 
To New-gate being ſent, ſhe penned there | 
Her faith's confeſſion, eadiag with this prayer : E 
'O Lord, the hairs which os my head do grow, ( 
Are not ſo num'rous as my foes, I know : | © 
Yet Lord, take nor thy grace and comfort from me , | | 
So ſhall they not with flact'ring words o 'recome me: | - 
Do thou fight for me, ſomy ſoul fhall fear 
No danger, for on thee I caft my care. b 1 
Wich all the miſchict chat they can inven: 5 
They fall upon me, and haye eyen ſpenc [5 
Me thy poor creature. Sweet Lord let me flight E 
My foes, for thou alone art my delight. | 1 
And Lord, I pray thee, whea thy wrath hagies & 
To burn them, queach it: O fargiye their fins: F 
ED 

| | 

| 
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Lord open thou their hearts, reſtore the blind, 
Thar they may pleaſe thee z givethemgrace to minde 
The things chat do belong uaco their peace 

Ia this their day, leſt when bs; hey ceaſe, 
Let not the fancies yaia of feful men 
Deftain thy truth: Amen, O Lord,Amen; 


She 


after the r:j11g of Martin Luther, 


She brought to Swntthfield in a chair,was bound 
Toth'ſtake, and with the flames befieged round, 
So ſlzp'd ſhe in the Lord, and in Gods eyes 
Became an acceptable ſacrifice. 
Art that time Nicholas Belerrian, 
| A Sbropſhire Min'iter ; and a Gentleman, 
| Zobn Lacels, ſervant co the King ; with one 
| 7obm Adams Tailour, burning undergon. 
A” | The ſame year, B:iſhop Gardixer did bring 
T» | Malicious accuſations ro the King 
d | Againſt Queen Karb'riw Parre ({uppoſing all 
The boughs would wither, if the ftock Cid fall) 
| In that ſhe gave ber minde.(which was unfit) 
| To read and meditate on Sacred Writ. 
| And Chaplains kept ſedicions to rear, / 
| None Ping deny'd the privilzdge to hear 2 
| As alſo, that her hearc was fully bent 
To ſpurn againſt the preſent government : 
Her life was dangerous : nor could he reft, © 
That nouriſh'd ſuck a Viper in his breſt. — 
| The Kiegs love tarn'd to hate , and now the Queen 
' Mut dic the death 2 bur Pcoy*dence ftept berweea ; 
' Theplot's found out, ſhe wiſely did behave her 7 
| The King receiv'd her to his wonted favour. 
| Now alſo Sir George Blake condemned was, 
| For cafting out ſome words againſt che Maſs. 
| A pardon's gramed him , after which thing, 
| He being in the prefence of the King ; 
The King faid ro him, Ah my Pig, (for ſo 
© | Heus'd rocall him ©) yea, faid he, I know, 
Had not your Majefty beea moreenclin'd 
To faye my life, (ſuch was your Royal migde) 


Then were your Biſhops to reak out cheir teen ; 
\ | Your Pigs tio freer this bad roftd bers, 


Screight 


1546. 
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Streight after, Wincheſter, and his complices | 
(Sworn foes to Vertues, and faft friends to Vices) 
Set forth in the Kings name, a Proclamation 

That all the Engliſh Bibles in the Natien, 

And other Books which yielded any lighc 

Uato the eruth, ſhould be aboliſh'd quite. 

This done, ſaid they, So, now the Goſpels [ain 

So low that it ſhall never riſe again ; 

Ard for the greater terrour, fin inqueſt 

They made for thoſe that verity profelt : 

Of many pricked down the names ; of whom, 
They (ce expelled,and impriſon'd ſome : 

So that theſe vailors did in no wiſe doubt 

The bringing of their wicked ends about. 

But God, who careth for his truth, and choſe 
Thar ccuarenanc'd the ſame, diſpers'd their foes: 
Amidſt cheir vain projets the King was dead, 
Ard with him all cheir hopes were buried. 
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SECT. VI. 


The Per(, ecu! 1032 of the Duke of Somer{ct 74 | 
the Reign of King Edward the ſixth 


N O W when King Hexery the eighth was dead, 
His ſon Prince Edward reigned in his ſtead g 
During whoſe happy reiga Religion flouriſh'd, 
Pop'ry deca?d, the Church of was aouriſh'd 
With ehe full breaſts of Peace, the Goſpel ſpred 

And ſuperflition was aboliſhed : | 
Onely the Godly Duke of Semer ſet 
With Perſecutions, aad great troubles mec ; 


| 


Some 


IM 
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7n the Retgn of King Edward the ſixth, 173 
; Some of the Nobles lab'ring moſt of all 
To raiſe themſelves upon his ſuddain fall. 
Edward, and Themas Seywer were ally'd 
Unto King Edward, by his mothers ſide j 0 
Edward the eldefi (fit to guide the Helm) ; 
Was made ProteRor of the King, and Realm : 
| Thomas the ſecond, of this Britiſh 11: 
| Was choſen Lord high Admiral , the while 
| Theſe brethrem joyned in fraternal loye, 
Nothing fell our amiſs ; but when they trove 
(Spur'd on by make-bates) unto one another 
They prov'd deſtruRive ; and the younger brother 
* Attainted, was condemn'd, and loſt his head 
| On Tower-hill : hence inſurreCions bred, Anno 
The Lords, at Loxdox privily conjur'd 1549; 
Againſt the Lord ProteRor, and immur*d | 
Him once, nay ewice,yea thrice, in a ſhort ſeaſon, 
Then charged him with Felony, and Treaſon. 


He's to the Tow'r-hill brought, where he commended 


{ His ſoul eo God ; his prayers _ ended, 
He roſe from off his knees, and like a man 
 Couragiouſly bold, he thus Þ:gan 3 
 Dearly beloved friends, Lo, Iam here 
| To ſuffer death,though (God knows) I am clear 
From thinking, ſpeaking, or from acting ought 
| Againſt the King, in word, ig deed, or ts 
Bur alwayes to this Realm have bora a breft 
As faichfal, and as loyal as the beſt, 
Yet in obedience to the Laws command, 
] here as a condemned perfon ſtand ; 
And praiſe my God, for his abuadane grace 
In giving unto me both time and pace, 
Who might have juftly took away my breaths .-- > rv. 
Had he ; pleaſed, by a ſudden death, 2 
[RR A OW 
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Now as for the Religion which I 

Daring the time of my Authority 

Maintain'd to my power, nor do I aow 

Repeac of what I did, buc both to you 

And me agnize it aa favour great ; 

And do you all moſt heartily entreac 

To joyfully receiv*, and {er ic forth 

In your lives, as a thing of unknown worth 3 

Which ſtudiouſly to do, if you negleR, 

Great miſery I fear you may expect. 

Theſe words no ſooner out, a ſudden ſound 

As terrible as thunder, did confound 

The people ſo, that ſome fell down through fear, 

Some this, ſome that way run, but none knew where.| 

Anthony BrowsKanight came; that he did bring, | 

The crowd ſuppos'd, a p:xdon from the King ; 

Wib chat a ſkouc aroſcs but the good Duke 

Did gravely with bis beck*ing hand rebuke 

The clam*cous throng. And fileace being gain'ds 

tle ſaid, Dear friends, Pardon is not obtain'd 

As you conceive z God otherwiſe is beat ; 

= will be done, and we mult be content. 
's oya in prayer, that ſafety may purſue 

The Kicg, t'whom loyal I havebio,” "Tis true, 

The cryed out. O beaven bleſs 

His with all health and bappineſs : 

I wifh his Counc'llours grace to _ and then 

You all obedient heacts ; all aid, Amen 


net mee Doo 
For Che 7 4 th hope to live, of c- 


Farewel, faxcxee),be lay him f, and ſp 
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SECT. VII. 


| The Perſecution of the Eirgliſh Church under the 
| Kergn of Queen Mary. 


DW ARD the fixth(Exglands Joftab) dead, 
| KL. Lady Jane Grey was crowned in his flead , 
| The Lady Afary, haying heard the news ; 
Sent to the Lordly Councel for to chuſe 
Her to be Queen: and if they did withſtand 
The execution of her juſt command, 
| By force of arms ſhe threatned to regain 
| Her wronged right, and her defrauded reign. 
| The Lords returg'd this anſwer, There was none 
| Had ſuch juft right and title co the Crown 
| As Lady Jane : the ancient Laws allow 
| It hers,and place it on her Princely brow ; 
 'Twas hers by Letters patent from the King, 
And made Authentick with his Royal Ring 
Before his death ; and fince ſhe was inveſted 
As an apparent heireſs, all protefted 
DT ro her and pm _ 

Mary to reſt ſatisfy: 
Requeſt they dia, entreating her to ceaſe 
qo * Realen enjoy d rod her 

- ov'd ; prom 

They would be nothing wanung to prefer 
Ner acxt the Queeat it poſſibly they could 
Serye her ig any other thing, they would, 
Provided that ſhe did her ſelf ſocarry, 
uo As fits « dareoun SubjeRt, Lady Afwy 
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Having receiy'd this anſwer, heavy hearted, 
From our the Cicy's circuit ſtreighr departed, 
Hereat the Councel did ſer out a band 
Of armed fouldiers under the command 
Of the Northumbrian Duke : Afary withdrew her 
Self into Suffolk , many flocking co her 2 
And while ſhe inFermingham Calile ftaid, 
All S»folk freely proff*ced her their aid 
Agd beſt affiſtance to procure her Reign, 
Wich chis Provifoe, that ſhe would maiatain 
Religion eftabliſhed of late 
By her good brother, and not broach debate 
Amoneſt her SubjeQt, nor toment the ſeed 
Of war: to this ſhe cafi'y agreed, ] 
And did to God fo folemaly proteſt, | 
That no man could ſuſpeR her in the leaſt : 
Now with this power,of thoſe Godly men, | 
She vanquiſhed her foes ; yer after when 
The ſelf-tame party ſpplication made 
Uno her Grace, to do, as ſhe had ſaid * | 
She anſwer d, Foraſmuch as you that arc , 
But members arrogantly {eek to bear 
Rule c*ce your head, Lear me to your coſt | 
Yon'l once know what it was to rule che rolt ; 
By ſad experience you ſhall fiad one day, 
That SubzeQts may not rule,bur mult obey. 
Then in che Pill'ry famous Mr. Dobbe, 
Expoſed was to many a bitter bobbe z 


Some others for ing that - on 
Were laid wo ar. the reſt, 
The Marches of the Duke not over-long, 


The his liog'ria more ſtr : 
So rg by ul; mr ard. 
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| On Tower-kill he loſt his keg tor treafor, 


nd 


Under the Retgi? of Queen Mary. _ "yy ir 


And that ſome of the Nobles too, did lean 

That way, they preſently proclaim'd her Queen. 
The Ger'cal by his fouldiers forlook, 

At ( ambriage left almolt alone, was took, 

Ard brougtt ro Loxden-Towrr ; in a ſhor: ſeaſon 


After his condemration he was 
Promis's his itfe, if he would 00 to Mals, 
Which he afſenced to, his words regreft 


The cruth he had fo formerly profe(s'd. 


He to the Cath'iick caulc the people led 


| To th'pzpiſts great joy; yet did he loſe his head, 
| Queen Aary thus peſizſſed of the crown, 
| Began the pure Religion to diſown 
' As ſoon appear'd, by her diſplaciog all 
| The godly Biſhops ; Ridly, Coverdale, 


Poinet, Hooper, and Scory. Gardiner 


| Ser free, was made Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
| Alſo Lord Chancellour of Emgland. Bonner 


Too undeleryzdly attain'd the honour 


; Of, being Loxdor's Biſhop. To the Fl:er 
| Was Mr. Hooper manded (O unmeet |) 
| Tofſeethe 
But enalame Jade to the Tow'r was ſent, 
A Parliament was call'd, a Proclamation 
Forthwith the Queea ſer forth throug 
| Wherein ſhe ſhew'd, She could by no means brook 
To ſmother that Religion which ſhe cook 


Qucen good DoQ or Ridly wear, 


hout the nation; 


In with her Jafant-milk, and to her power 

Meant to obſerye until ber lateſt hour, 

Wiſhing that all her SubjeAs (which would ſleep 
Secure in their whole skin) the ſame might keep : 
She alſo did declare, whereas there were 
Eyil-diſpoſed perſons, who did dare 
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To preach God's word miſled by their own brain ; 
She therefore did by ſtrit command ordain 

Such ſhould not henceforth preach (as held unfi: ) 
Read or interpret any Sacred Writ, | 

Or other points Religion concerq'd, 

Or Priat Books by the which it might be learn'd, 
Without a ſpecial licence from the Queen 

On pain of ftirring up her Highneſs ſpleen ; 
Requiring all her Officers to ſee 

Her will and pleaſure executed be : 

If herein any wilfully offend, 

She authoriz'd chem, them to apprehend 

And ſend them forthwith to the neighb'ring gao], 
Wichout admitting Mani-prize,or bail ; 

Till for their puni t and the example 

Of others, Orders be procui'd more ample. 

Alſo the Lonwdon-Aldermen were will*d 

To ſend for all the Miniſters which fill'd 

The ſtreieti'ned Wards, and filence them on pain 
Of death, commanding them that none explain, 
Oc preachy or read the Scripture in their ſtead, 
Burt ſuch as by the Queen were licenſed. $ 
One William Ruther, Humpbry Palden, too, 
He muſt to priſon,this to th*Counter go, 
For ſpeaking but againſt what was expreſs*| 


| At Paw/ 5-Crofs by one Bowrs, a Popiſh Prieti. 


Good Mr. Regers was this houſe confin'd ; 
Bradford, Vernon, and Beacon, were affign'd 
Cloſe priſ'ners in the Tower. Then did they ſend 
For Coverdale, and Hooper toattend 

The Councel,; and for Newgate they allot 
John Melvine a Diviae,by birth a Scot. 

Mr. Hagh Latimer was ſent toth'Tower ; 
And ſo was Dr.Cranwyr by this powers 


Mr. 


i 


Hades the Rein of Queen Mary. I 64 


Mr. Simonds, Sanders, Horn, Durham; Dean, 
Were ſummon'd to appear before the Queen, 
Soon after this, the Parliament began , 

Where Mr. Harly, a judicious man, 

Biſhop of Hereford, degraded was, 

For marrying a wife, and (hunning Maſs. 

Sir James Hales Juſtice of the Common-Plea, 
In charge againſt the Popes ſupremacie 
Producing Statutes, &c. into priſon caſt 

Was there {o roughly deal: with, that at laſt 
Recagnt hedid ; but (O dire conſequeace !) 

He felt the terrours of his conſcience, 


And his own executioner had been, 


Had not God's ſpecial goodneſs fep'd between 
The knife and him. From priſon he releavy'd, 
(His ſelf-made wounds recur'd) no inward reft 
Enjoy'd at home : ſo having made his will, 

He drown'd himſelf, and's end began his ill. 
Ac the ſame time, for their diſ-approbation 
Of a preſented Bill, the Convecacion 


| By Bonner was diffoly'd : From Coventry , 


(For their,opp 


ugning of Idolatry) 
Baldwis, BA 


areleſs, Willcocks, all in haſt 


Sent upto Londox by the Mayor, lay faſt, 

| Biſhops impriſon'd were, Archdeacons, Deans, 

| All Beneficed men, put by their means, 

{ Who cloſely to the truth reyeal'd adher'd ; 

| And Popiſh Parſons, in their reomes prefer'd, 

| (Toobad fapplics,) wichia a little ſeaſon, 

| Archbiſhop Craxmer, for no leſs thea Treaſoa 
At Guild-Hall was gd ;Clear'd of that charge; 


For's hereſy he might got live at large. Gs 
| One Mr. Themas Wotton an Eſquire, Anne 
; And DoRor Crowe didin the Fleet retire. I 554- 
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Now Hymen went to joyn with Nuprtial bands, 
Iberian Philep's, and Q 1cen Maries hands : 

Some of the Nobles, and che vulgar (or:, 

Not very well reſented this report ; 

The Duke of S»ffolk, labou'd to prevent E 

The match : Sir Thimas Wyat rais d in Kent E- 

Some forces to oppole it ; for he fear 'd 

The Realm would be enfl:v*%, 3nd Popery rear'd. 

Wyat for London march'd : Queen Mary then 

At Gmila-Hall ſtirred up the Ciry-men. 

Wyat came into Southwark ; having found 

Eatrance block'd up, he went by Kingſtone round, 

And faced Lud-gate, which to eatertain 

Such gueſts refuſing, he return'd again ; 

And haying got the worſt at Temple: Bar, 

Became Sir Clement Par ſon's priſoner, 

Who ſent him to the Tow'r : on'Tower-tlill 

Anns He and the Lady Jane, their dayes fulfill. 

1334. Bonner didin his Diocets difperic 
Injuc.Rions to all the Miniſters, 
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Wherein they were required to give in | : 
The names of all whoeyer were agin F 
Auricular confeflon, the next Lenc N 
Encroachirg on. Queen Mary alſo ſent T: 
To Benner, Articles, commanding (treight | A 
Tac Church-Laws made by Henery the cight R 
Should be in force ; that hereſy abhor'd T 
Should tall, the Popes ſupremacy reſtor d , R 
That Miniſters which did lead marri'd lives M 
Should be divorced from (themſelyes) their wives; 
Aad that proceſſions ſhould be ſaid, or ſung, 
From that time forward, in the Latin tongue, &c+ 
Jobn a Laſeco, Peter Martyr, and more 
Proteſtant torr'ners, were exil'd chis ſhore : 


And 


| Nor on inefficacious trumpery. | 

| For me, and all crue penitenrs beſide, 

| Who in him ſtzadfafitly believe, Chritt dy'd. 

{ Repenc I do, and dodefire you 31! 

| To pray for me, that when my body ſhall 

| Refigne its breath, God will be pleas'd co cake 
{My foul unto himſelf, for Chriit his ſake. 


Under the Ren of Queen Mar Y. 16 3 


And many godly-minded Eng'iſh fly 
To Freez, land, Cleav land, Baſil, Germary ; 
Where through God's mercy they were kep: trom 


| Andall found fayorin the cy:s5 of firangers, (dangers, 


The rumber of theſe Peregr nes encreas'd 


| Unto eight tundred perſons ,at the leafte 
' Thento the Tower Lady Elizabeth 


Was ſent, and bore 2A] tions worſe then death. 
Latimer, Cr anmer, Ridly, B ſhops, [pent 
Much tume at Oxford 19 impriforme::r. 

One Mr, Sanders crying doxn the Mts, 
Became clole pris*ner. Decor T ailowr was 
To Londes (enc for up, Henry Lord Gray 


| Of Suffolk Duke, condemrn?*d, was brought to pay 


His ſought-for lite, where having open broke 


His ſealed lips, he to the people ſpoke ; 


| I have diſpleas'd the Queea, contrair'd her Luws, 


Take notice Chriftizns, that's the onely caule 


| ] ſuffer ſo: and feeing they are ben: 

| T'abridge my flecting dayes,I am coatent, 
| And do beleechyouall, bear me record, 

' Idicin the true faith of Chrilt, my Lord ; 


And for ſalvation on his merits rely, 


Forgive me yee, whom I offended have. 
Saies Dr. Weſton then, As he doth crave | 
The Queen hath done: him thus the throng reduke, 


God ſend thee ſuch forgivenels, So the Duke — 
M 3 Kaeel d 
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Kneel*d down and prai d, conclnding, I refigne 
My ſoul (O Lord) into thoſe hands of thine x 
Then made he preparation to embrace 
The bloody blow ; and having veil'd his face 
With his own handkerchief, he kneeling ſaid 
. The Lords pray's over, down his head he laid 
Venting theſe |:teit words, Chriſt look upon me, 
Have mercy, Je{us, O have mercy on me, 
And now the firoke was fetch'd, he being caſt 
Ac the black bar cf death, breath'd out his laſt. 
Divers of all degrees, who bought or fold 
Some good religicus books, were kep'd in hold. 
As Boxner palt his Viſitation, 
He charg'd all Sacred ſentences upon | 
The Church-walls painted ſhould be waſhed our, 
And Viſitors he alſo ſent abour 
The Uaiverſities, to bring therein 
All Popith traſh : to tura ou: chey begin . 
The ableit men : ſome of themſelves forfook 
Their fellowſhips, while worth-leſs perſons cook 
Their places up, to the great hinderance 
Of learning, and religions adyance, 
By this *cwas bruited oyer all the land, 
The Queen went quick with child : upon command, | 
Thanks were returned to Almighty God 
In ev'ry Church, and after, all abroad 
Prayers were made, that ſhe might haye e*re long 
A male child, fair, wiſe, yaliant, and ſtrong. 
The Godiy Miners before Winehefter 
In and about the City muſt appear ; 
Who a:k*J them, If they would recant, and fo 
Have pardon from the Queen ? All anſwer'd, No» 
Yea, all of them unan'mouſly agreed 
To ftand to what they taught ; the Biſhop's ſpeed 


Made 


 Hndler the Reign of Queen Mary, 


Made them cloſe priſoners, and did divorce 
Their ftiends from interchangable diſcourſe. 
Mr James George, one of them, there did yield 
His ſpir* up, whom they bury'd in the field , 
| Theo Mr. Hooper, Rogers, Bradford, (hated) 
And Sanders too, were excommunicated 3 
| And Pious Dr. T gilowy, Ferrar, Creme, 
{ Did all of them, with them receive their doom. 
| Commiſſions and ic,quificors were ſent-- 
{ Throughout the Realmzgreat multitudes from Ker, 
| From Eſſex, Suffolk, Norfolk ,and elſewhere, 
; VVere brought co London, and encloytired there. 
| Parr of them dead is priſon, out were turn'd 
| Todunghills, and the flames a many burn'd: 
Alſo Hawks, Hunter, Pigot, Lawrence, brought 

Be!ore the Biſhops were, tor no jult faulc. 
| When Stephen Gard ner ſaw that what taflai'd 
| By threats, hard uſage, not at all prevail'd 

To make men ſhake off cruth ; he did begia 
| (As utterly diſcouraged therein} 
The buſineſs in hand, for to renounce, 
Meddling no more with coademnations ; 
| But unto Biſhop Bexxer, them refert'd, 
\ Whoann thac cruſt impoſed, ſojbeſtirr'd 
Himſelf, that ſending for all ia great haſt 
Th'above nam'd parties,he upon them paſt 
Death's final ſearence 2 Dr. Ferrar, quick 
He ſent down to St. Davids Biſhoprick 
Within the Cambrian country, there co be 
Condema'd and executed (crnelktic |) 
To th'Queen in Mr. Coverdale's dehalf 
Twice wrote the King of Dexmark for his ſat 
Releaſe from priſon y but with much ado 
To him, the Queen permitted him to go, 
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One Thomas Towkins, Weayer by his trade, 
An bumble mag, and one that conſcience made 
Of what he did, who would begin his labour 
With feryent prayers ; and to his needy neighbour 
So charitable was, that hed disburte 

Uato them, all the mony in his puric 

If acy came to borrow of him : when 

Flis creditors would bring it home 2gen, 

Re u'sd'to bid them keep it longer yer, 

Till they more able were cc vay the deb”, 

This man was kept in prisn a half years ſpace, 
By Bonxcr's means, who beat him on the face 
With livid blows, and plucked cft a piece 

Of his faſt beard yer this did but increaſe 

His patience mo:e 2 the B ſhop thea aflaild 
(When cther cearms nothing at all prevail'd) 
With gcnile wards to win him; but the trial 
Succeflels provide Tomkins return'd denial, 
The Biſhop, having ky, a flaming Torch, 
Tock Temk3sxs by the fingers. and did fcorch 
His hand therewith 3; afterwards T omkims told 
A friend of his, that whiltt Bonzer did hold 
His hand to burn, he felt no pain at all, 

Such conſolation from God's ſpirit did fall g 
Nor ſhrunk he in theleaſt, until his yeines 

The fire contraQted {fire you know confireines) 
And finewes crack'd again, and water ſpurt 
On Dr. Harpsfield's tace (as from 8 {quirt.) 
Who was fo pityſul compaſſionate, 

As to belecch the Biſhop to abate 

His cruel mindes O be not 1o,fo rough, 

' Said ke) have you not tryed him enough ? 
Iato the Biſhops confiltory brought, 
Examined he was, whether he thought 
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Chriſts real body in the Sacramenc 
Was preſent yea, or no ? to which he ſent 
This anſwer, that he verily believ'd, 


{ The Sacrament by a true faith receiy'd, 


Was onely its remembrance ; with the High*t 

The very body, and the blood of ChtR, 

In heaven is, and nowhere elſe : being ask*d 

If he'd recant ? God hath (f1id he) unmask'd 

His truth to me in ſuch corruſcancy, 

That in it I reſolve co live. and die. 

The Biſhop ther, death's ſentence on him paſt, 

And to the Sher.fﬀfs deliy*r<d him, who caft 

Him into Newgate priſon ; in Smithfield 

Tnecruth (in fine) with his dear blood he ſeal'd, Any 
And in the Lord ſlep'd ſweetly, ————— 755, 


Thea William Henter, that had ſcarce Out-Wworn 
The nicetcenth, year of Godly Parents born, 
V'Vho him inftruRted in Religions cruth, 

And plac'd hima cut in Loxdoyn , this good youth 
VVas charg'd by ſpecial command to go 

To Mals,break bread , which he retus'd to do. 
Huxter when threatened that this ſhould come 
Unto the Biſhop's ear, leave got, went kome 
To Bxrnt-w2od, and did with his Parents tay 
Abour fix weeks. And going on a day 

Jaco the Chappel there, (which picas'd him well) 
He found a Bible, and co reading fell : 

In came a Sommoner, who thus did ſay, 

V'Vhat doſt thou meddling with the Bible ? Ha ? 
Know'ſt thou well, what thou read lt ? cant chou un- 
The Sacred V Vrit? I dare not be ſo bold. (fold 
Said Hanter then, Nor Scriptures to 
Take I upon me now ; but haying found 


The 
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The Bible here, that joy might me beride 
] read in it. The Sommoner reply'd, 
Twas neyer merry world, {1nce in our tongue 

The Bible firſt came forth , would it were hung. 

Said Hunter,Oh! for Godiake ſay not ſoz 

'Tis Gods Bock, by it cy*%y foul may know, 
Thar hath one ſparke of grace, the way which leads 
Tolaſting blifs : 'tis this true comfort breeds. 


God grant that we may till amongſt us have 
The bleſſed Bible, as a means to ſave. : 
Sormmoner. O now I know your migde, y'are one of them ; 
That ſlight th: Queen,and her decrees contema 
But you and others,mult a new leaf turn, 


Or elſe I fear me, you?l go neer to burn. 
Hunter. Pray God T buiid my faith on his word ill, 
And his gicat name confeſs, come what come will, | 
S89m0NC!. Confeſs his name ? No, no, you'l in a meſs 
All to the Devil go, and him confeſs. 
Then ſtep* the Somm'ner forth, and ferctd a Prieft, | 
The Vicar of that place, a drunken beaſt, 
V Vhofiading Willzam Hunter at his Book, 
Rebuk®% him for*c, and ask*d if he could brook 
The Doarine well of TranſubGantiation : 
Huxter made anſwer 1t had no relation 
Unto the truth reveai*d : he underliood 
Thoſe words of Chriſt couching his flefh and blood 
Carnal Capernait-like, who thought to feed 
On Chriſt his fleſh, and drink his blood indeed. 
VVherefore to them he ſaid, The words I ſpeak 
Are ſpirit, and life, and not as fleſh ſo weak. 
Ah ! quoth the Viear, haye I found you out ? 
= art an WO _ — all Rs &c 
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Under the Reign of Queen Mary: 
To prove whether of us ſhould cloſeſt Rick 
Uato our faith, and which was Heretick, &c. 
The Viczr rocomplain of kim vid threar, 
Flupg out ef doors, departing in a hear. 
Hwnter went home, and having farewel took 
Of his dear friends, his fathers houſe forſook. 
Brown, call d old Hunter, ask'd if he could tell 
VVaere his ſon was s who faid, He knew not well. 


| Brown told him, Either your mils*de{on produce, 


Or co to priſon z bring me no excuſe, 

The old man ſtrides his horſe,and rides to look him, 
And after two dayes journey overtock him ; 
Telling him all what happ'acd y yer faid he, 

Go on, [ll fay I cannot heht on thee. 

No, no, {aid 85am, home with you I will, 
And fave you harmleſs, me they can bur kill, 

Art his return,a Conſtable him caught, 

And brought beiore this Mr. Brown, who thought 
V'Vith argumeats to win him ; and enrag'd 

Ar his ju1icious anſwers, he engag'd 

No more to hold on the diſpute, but ſtreight 

Sent him to Bonner, Bonner to the Grate ; 
VVhere he for wo dayes lay,allowed juft 

A diſh of water and a browz-bread cruſt. 

At two dayes end, the Biſhop coming found 

The leader fare, he bids he be unbound, 

And break his faſt with them, but he's revil'd, 
Call*d Heretick, worthy to be exil*d 

Their company: ſaid Hwmter, | decline 

Their company, as much as they do mine : 

The Biſhop ſent for him, and thus did ranc 
And wilt thou not,thou Hererick, recagt? 

Recaac (faid he) the faith I have profeſt 
So publikely ? I will not, 1 prot 


No, 
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No, no, I will not , what ? (hall I be whirl'd 

By errours wheels ? I would not for a world. 

Then take bimJailor, mand him to the ſtocks ; 

Be ſure you load him well wich bolts and locks 

Till I (hall burn him. VVhercupon he taid, 

Great God ! O let thy all-tufficient aid : 

Corroborate my ſoul. H:*s born away 

The Biſhop (OA half-penny a day 

Stinted his lively-hood , thus nize months ſpace 

Impiiſon'd , he before the Biſhop's face | 

Was fix times brought, to th*queſtion (ill propounded | 

Heanter 2 pertinzcious No, rebounded. 

The Biſhop read his charge, and him return 

To Newgate, foto Burnt- weed to be burn'd, 

His parents tee him, 2nd petitions lend 

To God, to make him conſtant wuil the end : 

His mother added this, that ſhe was bleſt 

In beating ſuch a child, as could deyelt 

His life for Chrilt's ſweet ſake. W:Uiam reply'd, 

For the {m3ll pain, which I ſhall here abide 

Bur a ſhort time, my Chriſt a joyful crown 

Hath promis'd me. His mother kneeling down 

Said thus, I pray Cod ſtrengthen thee my fon : 

Torun the race thou haſt ſo well begun 

I thiak thee now as well beftow'd (my dear) 

As any child that eyer I did bear. 

VVailſt he remain'd at Barzt-wood, many fricads ; 

Came to him,:o whom he the truth commends : 

Three dayes expi' all things were ready made; 

The Sheriffs ſon hugg'd bim in his arms, and faid 

William, don'c fear theſe men with Bills Bowes, 

That bring you to the place ; death as he ſhowes 

Is not ſogrim, I've caſt up mine accounts 

(Said he) and know how much the coft amounts. 
With 
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Hades the Rer27 of Queen Mary 
With that the young man, while hs went abour < 
To ſpeak, could not, his tears fo falt burſt our. 
So Hunter \v15 way cheerfully went on, 
His father meeting with bim, ſaid, My ſon 
” Godbe withthee. God be with you likewiſe 
Good father, aniwer'd W:0l:am, Let your eyes 
| Smile on your ſon; O be not (o, ſo ſad ; 
| For we ſhall meer, and have our hearts m2de glad. 
] Come neer the ſtake, he kneeled down, and read 
, The one and fiftieth Pſalm, | The Sheriff (aid, 


| Hereis a pardon : if thou wilc be turn'd, 
Thou ſhalc live, otherwiſe thoy muſt be burn'd. 
No, Il not turn (quoth William) and did go 
To thiſtake, and ſo was falt'*ned thereuntos 
Then ſpake he to the throng, Good p:ople ſtrive 
By pray*r for me while I remain aliye, 
/ And I'll for you, Not I, il make my boon 
| Said ſurly Brow, (there ftanding by, ) afſoon 
For a cur-dog as thee, * Sir you haye got * Hauer, 
What you defir'd 3 I pray God it be not 
: Laid to your charge, bur Iforgiy'n you haye. 
' Said Brown, That's more then at your hands I crave. grown. 
If God forgive you nor, I tell you true, Huneer. 
This blood of mine ſhall be requir'd of you. 
O Son of God ſhine on me; trom a cloud 
{ The Sun brake our (cill then thick ſhades did ſhroud 
The face of day) his eyes he turn'd afide, 
| Too weak luch radiant glory to abide. 
| A Prieſt brought him A 5:24 to look upon: 
| To whom hethus, Falſe Prophet thou, be goa: 
Good folk beware of them, for Jeſus ſakez 
| Who of their fins, ſhall of their plagues partake. 
| Marke what I ſay, as thou burn'Rt in this fire, 


So ſhalt thou burn in hell, FH», Thou arc a lyar. 
: Wo Falſe 
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Falſe Prophet hence, from me away be gon 2 
Fire made; he pray'd, and breath'd his laſt. Anon 
Higbid, and Cawuſtow, Gentlemen as good 
As great, in Eſſex, with their own hearts blood 
Sealed their faith unto Gods glory ther, 
And the rejoycing of all Godly men, 
At Braintree, William Pigor, for Chrilts name 
Endur'd the fury of the ardent flame ; 
At Maulden, Stephen Knight, before the (take |} 
Kneel'd down and pray'd;Sweet Jelrgfor whole ſake 
I freely leave this hife, and rather chooſe | 
Thy croſs, and irrecoverab!ly looſe 
All worldly gods, thea to give audience 
To mea in breaking thy commandements : 
T tou cel (O Lord) that whereas IT bur now 
V'Vas prefter'd great preferments, it 1'4 bow 
To a falfe helpleſs God, I was content 
My body ſhould be burar, and my life ſpear, 
Ceunting ail things below, bur dung and drofs, 
For thee ; happy ſuch gain which comes by loſs ! 
Thouſagds of Glyer, and as much of gold, 
Then death I do of lefler yalue hold. 
Juſt as the wounded Der defires the (oil, 
So longs my ſoul for thee : pour down the Oil 
Of conſolation on a crumbling clod 
So helpleſs of ic ſelf : Thou know'!t O God, 
That I, who am but Gafull fleſh, and blood, 
Can of my ſelf at nothing that is good ; 
And therefore, as of thiae abundanc love 
And goodneſs till deflowing from aboye 
Oa me, (ame that am lefler then the leaſt 
on py —_— bid _ by "7 feafts 

judg'd me to drinke of this c 
With thiae deR 3 cven ſo, O bear me up FE 
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Great God ! againſt this Element of fire 

So formidable,to the fence fo dire ; 

| Sweeren it by thy ſpirit, ſo aſſwage 

| The heat, that I may overcome its rage, 

| And paſs into thy boſome. Holy father 

Forgive thou me, as I co all men; gather 

My ſoul, ſweet Son of God, my Saviour, 

| Beneath thy ſhady wings, a Balmy Bower ; 

O bleſſed Holy-@holft, whoſe ſtrength deſtroies 

| Fleſhly corruprions, haſten thou my joyes, 

| Eternal joyes, Lord I commend, take then 

| My parting ſpirit, Amer, Amen, Amen. 

| Zohn Laurence legs, with bolts and irons lame, 

| His body with bard uſage our of frame, 

| Was to the ſtake tranſported in a chair, 

| And ſuff red for thefaith at Colcbefeer : 

Young children while he burn'd, cry'd eut,O Lord 

| Strengthen thy fervant, and make good thy word, 

| Stand up, ſtand up, for thy poor ſeryant's aid, 

| As thou art juſt, O do as thou haſt ſaid. 

| Perrgy (ſet o're St. Davids Biſhoprick) 

| Was apprehended for an Heretick 2 : 

| Him Wizebeſter miſns d,call'd him baſe flaye, 

Falſe-hearted fellow,and a croſs-grain'd knave © 

| Morgan (a fraudulent ſupplaater) rurn'd him 
Out of his place,and at Carwerebes burn'd him ! 

Not long before his death, one Richard Fore: 

A Kaights ſon commingzhis ſad pains bemones ; 

T'whom Forr er thas: Sir if you fee me move 

My hand or foot during the flames,do prove 

Whert mettle I am of, believe not then 

My Dodtrine oft iaculcated ro men, 

And as he ſaid, he did: with the fire hoe 

Befieged round, he flirred nota jor, 
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Held his Rumps bolt upright ; chen with a pole 
Knock'd down i*ch* fire. ke breathed ont his ſoul. 
One Rawlins White, a F.(her-man in Wales, 
Of Card:ffe town, when ſuperkiicions ſcales 

. Drop'd from his eyes,the Truth he undetliood, 
And in his country 51d a deal of good; 

He dayly now expects co he furpriz'd 

By :ruths oppugners: his dear friends advis'd 
Him co rene elſewhere, and beexcus'd : 

For their good will he thank'd them, but retus'd. 
's apprehended, and ig priſon laid 

a Cardiffe Caltle, where a year he (taid ; 

Bis friends reſorting to him, he would ſpend 

The time in pray r,exhorting themco mend : 

Art laft the Biſhop of Landeffe commands | 
Thar he be brought: he:threats him now, then ſtands | 
On faiter cerms ; bur all ehis would not Rir 

His uomoy d bielt, a day's appointed for 

His condemnaton-z which being come 

The Biſhop call'd him forth, and cold him ſemec 
Heretical opinions he djd hold, | 
And had ſeduced others :  Rawlrms bold T 
Reply'd ; My Lord, a Chriſtian mao I am | 
I praiſe God for'c, my tenents are the fame 

Writ Sacred Writ : if from God's word [ ſtray 
I would be gladly brought in the right ways 
The Bilhop laid, Speak, if you will be won, 

Elſe ]'ll proceed to condemnation. 
Proceed, ſaid Rewlinszbutyou never thall 
To pray hid Lode Cech 
Jo pray c (ſa e) that ome ſpar 
Of grace would ſend thee, to diſcloſe the dark 
Now (6id he) youdeal well ; and if your pray'r 
Do with God's will agree, he'll goubtlels hear: 
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Pray to your God,and I to mine will pray 
I know my God will hear, and not ſay nay. 
The Biſhop and his Chaplains pray'd anon 
| Rawlins pray*d by himſelf alone : pray'r don, 
| The Biſhop ſaid, How is it with thee now ? 
Thine errours (what ?) wilt thou revoke, and bow 
{ To cur true God ? nogfurely no laid he, 
Rawling you left, and Rawl:ns you finde me ; 
Rawlins | was, and am, and Rawlins will 
| Through God continue to be Rawlins (till. 
| God would haye heard you, had your fute bin juſt, 
Bur he hath heard me,and on him I truſt. 
The Biſhop being wroth, hiaa ſoundly ſhent, 
| So went to Maſs. Rawlins his minde then bene 
| Shot forth theſe words : Good people if there be 
ds | Amongſt ycu any brechy'ren, ewo, or three, 
{ Or if but one, bear witneſs at the day 
| Of judgement, that Io no Idols pray. 
Maſs don, he was condemn'd, and after thrown 
Into a darke and loathſome dungeon. 
There Raw/ins pats'd his time in drowning wrongs 
| With ſpit*ual prayers and religious ſongs. 
| The night before his death Chis wife be fenc 
To fend his wedding weed (a ſhirt he meant) 
| Which he rejoyciogly next morn put on ; 
| And being led co execution, 
Guarded he was with bills, and Pike-(tayes too, 
Alas ! ſaid he, what aeecd all this ado ? 
By God's grace, I will aothing tart afide ; 
VVho is'c that gives me power to abide 
All this afflition for his own names ſake 
Bur God ? his be the glory. Ac the take 
He his dear wite and children having found 


I Pickled in briny tears,or rather drown; 
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His eyes ler falla tear 3 but having made 
A recolleQion of himſelf, he ſaid, 
Ah fleſh ! faieſt chou me fo ? would' chou obtain 
The Vitor *s Palm ? I cell thee *cis in vaic 
Toftcive z thy pow'r is like the moraing miſt : 
Then falling on the ground, the ground he kilt, 
And ſpake, Earth unto earth, and duſt co duſt, 
Thou art my mother, and return I mult 
To thee. With an exhilarated brow, 
Then gcing to be bound to th (take, | now 
(Said he r'a friend of his,) finde great conteſt 
Betwixt the flz{h and fpiric, for the belt. 
; T pray you therefore, when you ſee me (hrink, 
Hold up your fiager, that I may bethink 
My too oblivious felt. Biog bound he rais'd | 
Theſe words up to the height 37 be Lord be Prais'd. | 
Uato the Smith then {pake he, Pray g00d friend 
Knock iti faſt, the fl:(h may much contend, 
But God, ſupport me, ler thy grace refreſh 
My fainting ſpirits, and my trembling fleſh. 
About him pulled he the reeds and ſtraw, 
VVith ſuch a merry look, that all that ſaw | 
Much wondred at ic, Now a Prieſt appear'd E 
And preached to the people 2 Rawlins heard E 
Until ke ſpake of Trankubſtantiation, F 
Alledging Scripture for its confirmation ; | 1 


This #« my Body ; Come you here good folk 

(Said Rawlrns) don't hear that falſe Prophets talk, | - 
Ah! naughty Hypocrite.dar'ſt thou produoc 
A Scripture-proof for ſo profane a uſc ? | 
I haye heard your already-quored text ; 


But look immediately what follows next ; | 
Dothis for my Remembrance : then fircight-way 
The Pricit ſtood (ill, not keowing what to ay. 

The 


| The fnews 
| Thar while he cried cur , Lord, let my fall 


| Mount me tothee 3 Receive this ſoul of mine, 
| OLotd receiy*c, his ſpirit he did reſign, 
| It was obſery'd of him, that whereas through 


| Of life, by ſuff'ring death, climb'd heayens ftory: 
| Death is the ladder to immorcal glory. 
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The fire was kindled, Rawlins in the flame 
Bathed his aged hands, till in the ſame 
Kinak the far drop'd out, and all 


Infiimity of age he round did go, 


| And with dejecd countenance, he now 

Went bolt upright this death, his ſmoother brow 
| Asclear as day ; his ſpeeches and behayiour, 

| Of courage, vigour very well did favour. 

| And now the 


Queen reſftor'd the Abbey-lands 
She late poſſeſsd. A Popeefent Bull commands 


{ Alldo thelike ; but none therein was ſeen 

| T'obey the Pope. or imitate the Queen, © 

| A Popiſh Prieſt at * Croxdale (impious fool!) = * in Kenr 
| Boaſted that he had bin with Card'nal Poo!, ne et Can- 
| Whocleans'd him from his ns z che Bull ſent o're *©2%7- 

| He praiz'd, fell down, and never ſpake word more. 

| Some burg'd, becauſe they 
| This Motto, Fear God, 


on their necks did tie 5, 
fly Idelatry. (maker 1dotum far 
George Marſh, one William Flawer, FobuCard. 

Zobs Simpſon, and Jobn Warne were each partaker 


Bonner for many things Fobx Ardly accus d, 
To whom Job» Ardly ſuch expreſſions us'd , 
My Lord, not you, nor any of your breed 
Are of the true Catholick Church indeed , 
Your faith is falſe, and when you melt depend 
Upon ir, it will fail you in the end. 

You haye ſhed much, too much innocuous blood, 


And are not weary yet 2 Can this be good ? 
N 2 Were 
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Were ev*ry hair upon my head a man, 

So many liyes I'd part with, rather than 

Loſe the opinion 1am in, ſo ſaid, 

In Efex burnt a joyful end he made. 

One Themas Haxks.a Courtier comly tall, 
VVas greatly admired and belov'd of all 

For tis rare qualiticszin Edward's dayes ; 

But in Queen Aaries Reign Religion's rayes 


Waxing more dull, he left the Court, home weat 


And pra@iz*d Godlineſs, t*nis great content. 
While thus he ſaid at home, a ſon he got, 

Bur in the Popiſh way baptiz'd it not. 

By ufing oil, cream, ſpittle, ſalt, (abſurd !) 
Nowhere enjoyned in the holy Word : 

Told Boxxer fo : the Biſhop left him than 

A while; and Mr, Darbiſpzr began: 

You are too curious, and on nore will look, 
Ualeſs your little pretty God* good book. 
Sir, is not that ſufficient to ſaye ? 

Yes but not co infiruct r thac I may have 
Salvation to my God, I humbly ſue, 

As for inſtruction; that I leave to you. 

Shall your child be baptiz*d, you not look o're ? 
I had ſuch courncel eiyen me before. 

Why wecan haye it done, if we be beat, 
True, but you never (hall, with my conſent. 
1's Gladly do thee good, (ave thee from hell 
I 2m thy paſture and would teach thee well. 
I'li ſtand £o what I faid, you ſhall not finde 
My reſolutions waver like the winde. 

] am che bread of life, che Seripture ſaith, 
And this bread is my fleſh ; is this thy faith? 
*T'is ſo, I will believe what Scriptures ſay. 


Well, let's co Evenſong, H. There I'll got pray, 


I'm 
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I'm beſt when furtheſt off from ſuch refor; z 
And ſo he walked forth into the Court. 
What thinke you of the Altar* Sacramenc ? 
Excuſe me, for I nere knew what it mean: 


{ But we will make you know'r, when we beoin, 
| Faggots ſhall make you do*, H. Faggots ? a pia 
| For all your faggots, you no more caa do 

| Thea God permits you, and no further go. | 

{ Much more was ſaid ; in priſon he atlaft 

Was for his bold judicious anſwers caft ; 

| Nor could that moye him in the leaſt ro doub: 2 


What's bred in the bone, will not eas ly ou:, 


| Being (his ſentence read) to Coxſhal (car, 

| In Eſſex, he exhorted as he wear 

| His fciends : and at the Rake (as he had ſpoken 
| That he would do) he gave to them a token 

| By lifting up his hands all in a flame, 

| Above his head, and clapping of che (ame, 


Tolet them under and , that he was able 


| To *bide the pain no: too intolerable, 
Then gave the people an unuſual (hour, 


And fothis blefſed Lamp (all burnt) wear out. 


One Thomas Watts ia Eſſex , who defended 
The truth ſo much oppos'd, was apprenended, 


Condemn'd,and after ſeat ro Chilmford,where 


The litle time he had, he ſpent in pray'r. 
Come to his wife and his ſix chils%en ſmall, 
fe ſaid z Wife, and my hopeful branches all, 
I now mult leave you ail ; henceforth cheretore 
Alas! 1 cagnot know you aay more 2 
As unto me at ficii, the Lord did fend you, 
oI umo the Lord, do recommend you ; 
him I command you to obey, and tear 
long as life ſhall lait . lee you beyyare 
Z 
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"The Penſecutionof the Engliſh Church 


Of this loath'd papiſtry, which 1 withſtood, 
And ſhall agaiaft ic give my deareft blood 

By God's grace by and by. Let not the number 
Of bleeding Saints diſcourage or incumber 
Your ative faich,and moye you to relent, 

Bur thereby take occaſion to be bent 
For greater ſervice in Jehovah's fight 2 
'Tis happy dying for a caſe that's right. 
I do not doubr, nor have you cauſe to fear 

But he which Rrikee, will give you ſtrength to bear 
He'll be unto the widdow, in diſtreſs 

Husband, and father to the fatherlels. 
Farewel,(faid he} farewel, gave cach a kiſs, 

So paſt he through the fi*ry blaze to bliſs. 

One Bainford, Oſmund, Oſborne, overcurn'd 
Uato the See lar power,ia Eſſex burn'd. 

Mr, 7ohn Bradford and John Leafe did climbe 
Up fiery ſtairs co heaven about this time. 

The next day after at Afaidſtowe in Kent 

One Mr. Ainge dy'd in imſprifonment. 

Mr. Jobs Bland,God's faichful Miniſter, 

Was for the truth a conſtanc ſufferer, 

Jobs Frankiſh, Hunmphry Middleton, eo men 
Of admirable worth, were martyr'd then. 

Jobn Pottie's child, ſuch cruel whippings feels, 
That the gore blood ran down about its heels ; 
The father pur in the cormenting ſocks, 

Muſt ſee his Lamb miſus'd (O hearts of rocks !) 
One Nicbalas Sheterden being brought, 

Him DoQtor Harpsfield asked what he thought 
That paſſage, Thus wy Body &, ſhould mean 3 
Said Sbegerden, This cannot well be ſeen 

By carnal eyes: thus much 1 gather thence, 

Ic muſt be taken in a ſpiricuall ſence ; 
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Wunder the Retgn of Oueen A 


Elfe when, Tha Cnp's my bleod's lo underftood, 
The ſubltance of the Cup muſt needs be blood, 
Nicholas Hall, ChriRlopher Waide, Joan Beach, 
Jobs Harpool, Marg'ry Boley, who did reach 

At the deſpiſed truth, and Popery ſpurn'd, 
Condemn'd at Rochefeer in Keng, were bura'd. 
Dirick Carver, a Surrey Gentleman 

Call d to the ſtake, unto tis God began 

| His fervent pray'r, which having done ke ſtrip*d 

{ Himſelf, and fo into the barrel skip'd; 

{ They threw his book in alſo bur 1a vain 

| For cothe throng he fluag ir out again x 

| Icharge yon,ſaid the Shrieffe,in che Queen's name 

| Tofling that Vip'rous book into the flame. 

| Then ſpake he with a cheerful voice, and faid, 
| Dear friends, bear witneſs 1 am not affraid 
| Toſeal Chriſt's Goſpel with my deareſt blood, 

{ Knowing *cis true, and was of late your food, 

{ Though now ſurrepted from you ; and becaulc 

| Fl nor deny ic. to obey mans laws, | 

| Condemn'd I be to dy ; ſee that you walk 

| Ja anſwer to the truth, of which you talk. 

And as for thoſe that do the Pope believe, 

Hell's theirs, wichout Gods inerciful reprieve; 

| Except (ſaid then the Sheriffc) believe thou do 

| The Pope,ch'art damn'd both ſoul and body too : 
Pray to thy God that he may ſet chee free , 

Or ſtrike me aown, The Lord forgive, ſaid he, 
Your temerarious words. Dear Lord, thou knewſt 
How I lefc all, to come to thee thou doſt 


Draw with Magnetick-loye; to thee I fly 


For ſhelter, Ah ! bur when my ſerious ; 
Darts on thy power, and on my ſelf looks down, 
I fear the wrath of a condemning frown. 


What 
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mouthe Perf, tion of the Engliſh Church 


- Ard Williavs Hale, dy'd for thetruth their truſt, 
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What,ſhall I ſhriagk?nognow the flames ſurround me, 
Tl truſt my God, although my God confound me. 
Chriſt Jeſus belp, Chiift Jeſus lock upon me ; 

He cry'd, and dy'd, with Lord have mercy on me. 
Tweſen (aid, All the creaſure in the nation 

Should neyer draw him to a recantations 

I co the mercy of my God appeal, 

And would be none of your Church for a deal : 
Yea though an heaven-ſeat Angel came expound 
Unto me other Dorine, I'm-not bound 

For to receiye it : hezeupon condemn'd 

And pur into the fire, he death contemn'd. 

James Abbes, a Godly man did ſhift about 

From place to place for ſafeties ſake : found our 
At laſt, they carri'd him to Norwieb town, 
V'Vhere, by the Biſhop's threats he did diſown 
VVhat he profeſs*d ; the Biſhop ſeeing (o,. 

Gave him ſome morey, and diſmiſs'd him too : 

But conſcience bringing him upon the rack, 

Tie Biſhops money he returned back, 

Repenting ere he took it 2 then again 

The Biſhop ſirove to gain him, but in yain , 
Thovgh Petey-like he fail'd.now to perſeyer 
Reſolve he did, and Root! more fa(t then ever, 
Eyen to his laſt-drawn breath ; rhe Biſhop's fury 
Condemn'd him ts be bur:1, he burn'd at Bury. 
Jobn Denly, Newman, Partrick, Packingham, 
Dy*d conftant Martyrs for cheir Saviours name, 
Wright, Coker, Collier, Hooper, Stere, and more 
Beſides in Canterbury, tagoots bore. 

Robert Swith, Stephen Harwood, Thomas Fuft, 


Eliz'beth Warne, condemned to be burn'd 


By Bonner, unto Bonner ſoon returo'd 
Theſe 
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Under the Reign of Queen Mary. ad 


Theſe words, Do what you will with me, for why, 
Tf Chriſt was in an errour,ſo am I 

Otherwiſe not : but Criſt ſpake true TI know 
Therefore then was ſhe burn'd at S:r ar ford: Bow. 
About this very time George T avter field 

Dfd at St. Atbanes to their rancour yie!d, 

George King, Jobn Wade and Tho. Ley:s, wich ſore 
Uſage fell fick, and dy'd in Lolards tower. 

In Swffolk Mr. Robert Samwel 

Of Barfold Min'lter,who iaftrufted well 

The flock committed to his charge , was toft 

To Norwich goal, there chained ro a poſt, 

And ſoereR that's body did cemmand 

For ſome ſmall eaſe induc*.l his tip-toes ſtand. 
Hunger and thirſt (bad Helpers) are procur'd 1 
V'Vhact tongue can tell what he poor man endu'd ! 
At laſt brought to be bura'd (an cafie pain 

To what he felt before he did detain 

Some frieads in telling them, a moſt range tory 
Of what fell ourgwhile he was us'd fo ſery : 
VVhen I much want (faid he) had undergon, 

I ſlepry and then me thought appeared one 
Cloath'd all ia white,who whiſp*red in mine car, 
Samnel, Samnael, be of good cheer 

Take heart to graſs man, thou haft paſt the worſt, 
Henceforth thou ſhalt nor hunger feel, nor thirft x 
V'Vhich came to paſs, ſuch conſolation did 
Sweerten his woes, that modeſty forbid 

Him tell che ſame. So as he went along 

To execution, amidſt che chrong 

A maid there was, (who after (cap'd) did fall 
Abont his neck, and kifled him withall. 

The while his body burn'd, it ſhin'd as brighe 

As new-try'd Silver, or as Cynthia $ light. 
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He ſhould receive, and nora painful death. 


The Perſecution of the Exgliſh Church 
Next day AanePotten and Joan Tranchfield.come 
From Ipſwich priſon unto Martyrdome. 

Thomas Cob, William Allen, Roger Coo 
Death for the ſake of Chriſt did undergo. 
In Coventry and Litebfseld-Diecels, 
One Mr. Robert Glover, did profeſs 

The Goſpel z he ſurprized, had his doom 
To be confined to a narrow rocm, 


And dark withall, next to the dungeon, | 
Scarce having ſtraw enough tolie upon, ; 
No chair nor ſtool to fit on 5 none might look 7 


To him chough ſick ; pen, paper ink nor book, -| | 
Was not allow'd him ; yet a Teftament 
And Piayer-book, by ſtealth he getting, ſpent 
Moſt of his time in pray'r, and meditation 

On Gods great love in working mans falyatior. | 
Yea, ſaid he, health began to come ; my peace 
Of conſcience did more and more encreaſe : 
God's ſpir't reviv'd me g I had ſometimes ſome 
Glimm*ciag refleRions of. the life ro come. 
All for his own Son's ſake : to him alwayes [7 
Be Glory, Honour, and Obedience, Praiſe. | 
Twodayes before his death, he found his hearr 
Leſs lightſomethen it was, and fear'd the ſmart 
Would :oo much try his patience, for his pray'rs 
God heard not he unboſomed his fears = 
Unto a Godly Miniſter his friend, 
Who wiſh*d him to be conftant to the end: 

O play the man, your cauſcis juſt and true, 

God will appear ane, F'll warrant you. 

The Aake in fight be faid, I fee him whom 

I call'd for, flu, Oh he come , he*s come 3 
And look'd ſocheerful e'en as aew breath 
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Corneline 


Under the Reign of Queen Mary. 
Cornelis Bongey, Capper alto came 

With bim,agd burned in the ſelf-ſame flame, 
Mr. Jobs Glover now was troubled fore, = 
| Seeing his brother rook for bim z therefore 
| He would have ſuff*ccd in his brocher's iead, 

| Bur by his friends importunings he fled 

{ Into the neighbouring Woods, did there abide. 

| Till he with cares and cold fickned and dy'd. 

| His body privately was buri'd in 

| The Church -yard : they his bones dig'd up agin 
| A twelvemonth after, threw them out (Opains! } 


-| For to betrampled on by Horſes, Wains. 


| And thus though in his life, he ſcaped from 

| Their rage, yet after's deach,on him they come. 

| William the third brother, in Shropſpire dead, 

{ Might not (by their conſeat) be buried. 

| Wolſey, aad Pigot, fuffred inthe Ile 

| Of Ely. And withia a little while 

| Biſhop R#aty, and alſo Latimer . 

| Burned at Oxford, Stephen Gardiner 

| That day to dine till almoſt night deferr'd ; 

| (Trrold Norfolk Duke then with himJhaviag heard 
| Word of their deaths, he with a ſmiling brow 

| Said to the Duke, let us to digner now. 
' The Table fill'd, as merry as a Buck 
' The Biſhop was, but on a ſudden firuck: 

| CTwo bics ſcarce eaten) carry'd from the table 
| Tobed he was, his pains intolerable 
| Nature he could noteaſe, for fifteen dayes, 

His rongue was ſwoln, and black, his mouths affaies 
Could giy't no houſe-r20m; his pir'd bady all 

Sadly eaflam'd, __—_ and pave a ſprawl. 
And now JobwWebbe,George Reaper Grogry Parks, 
At Canterbury bun'd, not oſs d jheir mark- 
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The Perſecution of the Engliſh Church 
One Thow as Whittle Miniſter, accus'd 
By Bonner, was moſt wickedly miſus'd ; = 
| Whofell upon him, beat him with his fiſts, 

And him enclos'd withia a c!oſe rooms liſts : 

There (faid he) chough I did on the bare ground lie 
Two nights I (prais'd be God) flep'd very ſoundly, 
He, Joan Warxe, [bel Foſter, Thomas Brown, 
Jobn Went Toba Twdſon,Bartlet Green, lay down 
Their lives together did at Smzrbfield itake, 

Of heaven-prepared joys for to partake : 


The laſt of which going to bear the yoke, 
Cheerfully this repeated Dyſtich ſpoke ; 


Chrifte Dewus, ſine te ſpes eſt mihi nulla ſaluth ; 
Te duce vera ſequor, te duce falſa nego. 


In Englifh thus: 


O Chrift who art my God 
In thee for ming abode, 
With thee, I oxely bope : 
Under thy condult [ 
Seek the truth, aud deny 
The falſi-loquious Pope. 


He was a man exceeding charitable 

Unto the poor, ſo far as he was able. 

Nor did he loye (his modeſty was ſuch) 

Pop'lar applauſe, though he deſerved much, 

His beatings he conceal'd, till neer his end, 

When he declar'«. it to a boſome-friends 

' Anne Albright, Agnes Snoth, Joan Catmer, Sol, 
At Canterbury were burnt to a coal, 
Good Dccr Cramer, then of Canterbury 
Archbiſhop, alſo paſt the fi'ry fury. 


At 
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Under the Reign of Queen Mary. 
At Salſbury, on William Coberly, 
Jobn Spicer, and John Mandrel, ſo did die. 


Richardand Thomas Spurge,Tims,Cavel,Droke, 


| Ambroſe, all Eſſ-x-men, fell at the ſtake. 

| Maſter Tims mary Godly letters ſear 

| This friends, noc long before his life was ſpent x 

{ Inone heus'd theſe paſlzges ; I praiſe 

| The Lord for helping you to minde his wayes. 

{ Conſider I befeech you, what of late 

| Fell from my lips,ſo hall we meet in ſtate : 

' I'm going to the Biſhops coal-houſe now, 

{ And hope togo to heaven ere long ; do you 

| Hie after me: ] have a great whils tarri'd 

| For you but ſceing y*are nor yer prepared, 

' Il ſtay go longer ; you ſhal! finde me bleſt 

And ſinging, Holy, Holy Lord of Ref, + 

' Ar my raceend , now therefore my dear hearts 

| Make haſt and loyter not; leſt Tight departs, 
And yee (who with the fooliſh Virgins ſtay) 

| B: with the fooliſh Virgins turn'd away 2 

And now in witneſs that I have not taught 

| Contrary to the truth revealed, ought, 

My blood-writ name I tend you, for a Teſt 

That I will ſeal my DoArine wich the reft, 

So fare you well, and God defend you then 

From Antichriſt, and his falſe Prieſts, Amen. 

| Uſe conſtancy in pray'r, with faith require gi 

And gain the fulneſs of your choice defice, 

Jobs H «llier (formerly an Eatos Sholar) 

Ac Ely, by his patience,conqu'red dolour. 


Hugh Lavreck. Jobn Ap-Rice,chis blind,that lame, 


Told Biſhop Boxner, that he laws did frame 
To take mens lives away, making the Queen 


His hangman : Bexxer burn'd them out of ſpleen 
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E” 'i58 9 The Perſecution of the Engliſh Church 
At Stratford-Bow. In Litchfield, Colcheſter, 


Gloſter, 2nd Leiſter, many burned were. 
One Mr. Julixes Palmer, and ſome more 

At Newb'ry dy'd. One Shayp at Brifto! bore 
The flames with joy. 1n Darby town Foan Waſte. 
(Born blind) &id in the fire breath our her laſt. 

Sir Fobn Cheek for the truths ſake underwent 

\ In Londow-Tow'r a (orc impriſonment, 

A new Commiſſion from the King and Queen 

(Like Dracoes laws)came forth that they which lean | 
T'ais Holineſs the Pope, ſhould raile che fire 

Of Perſecuiion yet a little higher : (rers | 
By means whereof, throughout che Kingdoms quar- | 
Priſons were ftuff'd with Saints, fires grac'd with | 
Firſt to begin with Colcheſter, where they (Martyrs. | 
Apprended three and twenty in one day, 

And burnt the major parte Margaret Hyde, 

With Agnes Srandly,ftak'd at Swrithfield dy'd. 
They Stephen Gratwick William Morannt, King, 
Igto Sr, Georges field, in Southwark br ng, 

And burn together. 1n the Dinceſs 

Of Canterbury, many did protels 

The truth and ſuffered. In Lewas rown 

Ten faichful ſervants in one fire laid down 

Their lives for Chrift;one of them Righard Wood mar 
Berraid was b'his father and brother, (good man !) 
Eliz'beth C ,Simon Millar too, 
At Norwich fir'd ; Eliz'beth cry'd Ho, bo, 
And ſhrunk a lintle : Son Millar faid, 
Reaching his hand out to her, What ? affcaid ? 
Raiſe up-your ſpirits, in the Lord be firong 
And cheerful ; for theſe pains are of no losg 
Continnance{Good ſiſter) by and by 
Welcake our ſupper with alacrity : 
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Under the Retgn of Queen Mary. I9T "x ? 


This ſo becalm'd her heart, ſhe through-ſtirch run 
The work ſhe had fo happily begua, 
And ſo committing their bleſt ſouls ro God, 
| They clim'd to heaven, death being under trod 
Mrs. Joyce Lewis a gentlewoman born, 
Accuted, and condema'd, contemn'd with ſcora 
Death's rigid brow : my Chriſt is fair, when him 
I ſee (ſaid ſhe) death iooks not half fo grim. 
Urg'd to confeſs before her end begins, 
She ſaid, to God ſhe had confeſs'd her fins, 
And he had pardon'd them: the Prieſt befool'd x 
Told her e're long her courage would be cool'd. 
Act ſtake the Maſs ſhe pray'd againlt, cry d thea 
' The crowd, and Sheriffe himſelf aloud, Amen. 
, Taking a cup of drink, Here here*s to all 
"That love the truth, and wiſh proud Babe!*s fall 
Her friends do pledge her, and ſome others coo; 
For which fact penance many undergo. 
Bound at the ſtake, her ſmiling ruddy face 
Made all ſpeRators (pitying her caſe) 
Go with wet eyes, much grieving for her woes 
Inflited on her by tyran'cal foes x 
She ftriy*d nor ftrugled when the fire rag'd molt, 
But with her lift-up bacids, gave up the ghot. 
Ralph Allerton, and Richard Roth, with James 
Aftos, and his wite,dyed in the flames 
At Iſlington , as did at Colcbefter | 
Margaret Thurſftone, and Apnes Bongier , 
Jobn Noyes a godly Shoo-maker, who liv'd 
At Laxficld\n Suffolk, ſentence receiv'd 
There ro burn'd : the people in the town 
Put our their fiers,and no houſe bur one 
(And that diſcoy'ced by the Chimaies ſmoak) = 
Had ſome z the Sheriffe and's Officers in broke, 


Sa 
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The Perfecutioz of the E1 21 Als Church 


Sogot a coal, John Noys fell down and pray'd, 
Ard being bound unto the ſtake, he ſaid, 

Fear not the bodies killer, but him, who 

Can kill thee, damne thee, ſoul and body too, 
Seeing his filter weep, he thus begins, 

Weep not for me; but weep you for your 10s, 
H: took a faggot up, gave it a kils, 

And taid, Did I e're think to come to this ? 
Biefled be Ged that eyer I was born ; 

Then ſpake he to che people, Of bread-corn 
They tell you they can make God, but beiciye 
Them not at all, nor their falſe eruths receive 2 | | 
Pray bear me witneſs I expe falvation | 
Not by mine own goed works, but Chriſt his paſſion. | 
The fire was kindled, and his laſt-ſpoke word 
Was Chrilt have mercy, O have mercy Lord. 
Within the Diocels cf Chichefeer, 

Many accus'd, condema'd and burned were. 
Hillingadal , Sparrow, and one Gibſon dy'd 

In Smrthfield flames. John Rongh Miniſter try*d 
With AMarg'ret Mearmy, neer about this time, 
Were aijo burned for the ielf-ſame crime. 

One Cuthbert Sympſon, Deacon,in one day 
Though rack'd no lets then tFirice, would not betray 
The Congregation, lying in the ſtocks, | 
At midnight oge (whom he well heard ) unlocks 

The coal-houſc doors, and though no candles light 
Nor fire's he ſaw,yet his amazed fight 

Splendour beheld ; he thatcame in ſaid Ha / 

And after that, ſoon yaniſhed away * 

This much rejoyc'd his ſoul , upon the morrow 
IR ones oneDevniſh fire went thorough. 
One Thomas Hudſon, Thomas Carman coo, 

And William Scaman, Norfolk:men,did go 
Zn Through 
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Thrceugh tribulation to heavenly bliſs, 

To have the crown their own, the croſs they kils. 

There was one mother Beret of the town 

W-:therſet, who was driven up and down 

| Dor Jeſus take , returning home, ſhe dy'd, 

Her corps b'icg bur? by the high-wayes fide. 

She was ex-ecdicg lib'ral rothe poor g 

Her mate once told her merrily, their ſtore 

It (he h2d bia but [paring, had bin much 

| To what i: was: faid ſhe, I cannot grutch 

The poor : Alus ! good husband,be content, 

| Lerusbe thankful, God enough hath ſear , 

| Weeſtill ({werr heart) h2ye good comperent fare : 

* Coment® a fean3 although the feaſt be bares 

I cannot ſce the needie s wants, and hoard, 

Leaſt in ſodoing | difpleaſe the Lord x 

But husbaad let's be rich in g20d works (hill, 

So pleaſing God, we ſhall have all at will. 

One Cicely Ormes ting ask'd, oyer his head 

What *cwas the Prieſt held up ? (he afſw'red, Bread, 

Bread at the beſt 3 and if youdo endeayour 

To inake ir better, *rwill be worſe then eyer, 

Brought to the ſtake, ſhe kifs*d ir, and reſpir'd 

Welcome Chriſts croſs, his ſweet crofs ſo defir'd ! 

My foul doth magnify the Lord, my ſpirit 

In God rejoyceth, and my Saviours merit. 

So caſting up her head, on heaven ſhe fix'd 

Her eyes, and in the flames her hands commix d 

She yielded up the ghoſt, Thomas Spurdance 

Of Norwich ſuff red for the truths advance, 

George Eagles, Tailour, trayell'd up and down *: 

Ja ſev'ral countries, went from town torown 

Confirming weaker Saints: ina ſhorr ſeaſon 

At Chelmsford he condemned was for treaſon, 
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And hang'd up with wo theeys, the one whereof 
With tears ſought Chriſt, the orher with this {coffe 
Put off George Eagle's exhorcation, 

Our Caprtain leads, we ſhall to heaven anon, 

The Pen*cent thiefe did call upon the Lord. 

The mockers fl:tiring tongue {pake not one word 
Upon the ladcer. Eagles was cut down 

Half dead, bis heart pull*d cur, his members firown. 
George Exgles Ger, and a man call'd Fryer, . 

At Recheſter did in the fire expire. 

A Proclamation was ſent about ; 

Thar ail gocd bocks witkin this Realm fer out, | 
Or from beyond ſeas breught, ſhould all be turr'd | 
To aſhes if not fo, their owners burn'd, 

Sooa atcer this dire Proclamation, 

Twice twenty perſons me: neer /ſl:zg ton 

Were caught, fome ſcap'd,ſome burn'd with faggot- 
In Smithfield thirteen, and in Brainford (ix, (flicks 
Amoneſlt theſe Godly perſons tierewas one 

Nam*d Roger Hollazd, (yoho had boldly done 

H:s duty in reproving bloody Bonner) 

Spake thus: at laſt, God will redeem his honour 
With your deftruRtion, and will ſoon affwage 

(tis ſpir'c fo cells me) your unbridled rage 
Againſt his Church g he hearech the complaints 
His ſervants make, for the affll t:d Saints, 
Whom you fo dayly perſecuted hzye 

As us you do now : Chriſt will ſhortly fave 
H.s ſpocieis Spouſe , in God I dare be bold 
Tote!l you that you are too fierce to hold. 
And my deat breth'ren,know that in this place 
Afcer this day, not any ſhall embrace 

The fire and faggot by this means procur'd: 
Mark what i ſay,and bethereof affur'd. 
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W hich came to paſs y for, for the Lord Chrilt's fake 
None after them ſuff'red at Smithfield take. 
S2id Bowner chen, What ? Roger I perceive here 
Theu art as bad an fleretick as eyer 
And in thine anger thou wouldft now become 
A railing Proph'c, but ti? hadſt as good be dumbe 2 
Though thou, and all like thee, would ſee me tura'd 
Over the ladder, yet to fee thee burn*d 
] ſhall live; yez, and (before God I vow) 
Pl make you rue it, ev'ry one of you 
That comes within my clutches 3 ſo he went, 
Roger call'd on the people to repeat, 
And to think well of all che Saints, that paſt 
The fiery tryal, which got long ſhould laſt, 
For God intended to abridge [traightwayes 
For his ele&'s ſake, thofe ſanguineous dayes. 
Roger embrac'd the Rake, and ſaid, O Lord 
I praiſe thee for affording me thy word, 
And fellowſhip with Saints, which in heavens coaſts 
Sing, Holy, Hely. Holy, Lord of Hoſts : 
O God receive my ſoul, preſerve thy flock, 
Save them from Idols, O be thou their Rock, 
So with his fellowes praifing God aboye, 
They all repoſed in the arms of loye 
There was one Williams Pikes amongſt the fix 
(VVohich dy'd at Braiwford) falle-nam'd Hereticks e 
V'Vho (while that he his liberty enjoy'd) 
I'ch* Summer, at noon-day, (of cares deyoyd) 
His Bible with him ia t'ais garden took, 
Sate down to read upos it s on his book 
Four drops of blood fell ſuddenly, he kaows 
Not whence it camey t'his call*d-wife it he ſhowess 
Sayiag, I well perceive God will haye blood ; 
Et cannot, no, it maſt not be withſtood : 

O 2 tis 
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His will be done ; God help me to - bide 

The trial, for without kim I ſhal! {iide. 

And fo they went to pray r, and inſhort ſpace 
Burned he was, in the aforcnam'd piace. 

Oce Thomas Hinſhaw, like a dog was us '| 

By Harps field firlt, by Bonzer next abuys d, 

Who in an arbour pulled down his breeches, 
VVhipd him with willow-rods, and with ſharp 
Returned him to priſons theze was one (ſpeeches 
Jobs Wills the | ke uſage undergone ; 

T*whom Bonzeyr thus, Me bloody Boxner call 

Ye do, a plague of God upon you ail: 

I'd fain be rid of you, but you delight 

In burning ſure T chiak , bur if T might 

Have my dcfires, O then Paich I'd itch 

Your mouths up, ſack you, tnrow you in a ditch 

Or down the ſtream, this would I do with ſpeed ; 
My fingers itch to do this picus deed. 

Upon a time Boner c2me to the ſtocks 

VVhere this 70iu Wills lay, and ſpake with mocks, 
Hew like you (Feh») your lodging and your fare ? 
W:ilz (aid, V ell, had 1a ſtraw-pad here. 

VVhile thus they cemmun'd, in the 909d man's wife 
Came (great wich child) ro beg her husbands life ; 
Told Bonner ſhe within his houſe would fiay, 

And there (her count neer ou:) her belly lay, 

Uale!s her (loving) hnsband might be freed, 

And pack along with her. Indeed, indeed, 

921d Bonner thengthat were a handſom trick : 

How ſay'(t thou Jobx, thou damned Heretick ; 
Suppok thy wife ſhould with her brat mſcarry, 

Ana periſh man, art thou not acceflar 

To both their deaths?whar think(ſt thou?To be ſhort, 
Tac woraan would not go (*was pretty ſport 
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To hear theſe parly) Boner left in's houſe 

She ſhould cry our,did ler her husband looſe 

On eafie tearms, A Godly Miniſter | 

Nam'd Mc. Richard Teomans, nuch did bear 2 


Ar laft (he finding how his foes were bent 
| To take away his life) went dowa to Kemt, 
| Sclling pins, needles, points, thred, white and black, 
| And ſome odd trifiles, to ſupply tbe lack 
| Of bimſelf;his poor wife and childerea: 


He was impriſor'd but releas d agen : 


He wertto Hadly to his wife 20d there 

| Hiring a chamber, they abode a year; 

| Carding of Weol he ſers himleit about, 

| She ſpins 5 thus pick they a poor living our. 
Act lzngth the Parfon having underſtood 

| How this good old maa liy'd, he took a b:o9d 

| Of Officers with him, at night, rebound 

| He made the doors, fearch'd diligently, touad 

{ Old father Teomans and his family laid 


In bed rogethery whercupoa he ſaid, 

Ne'ce truſt me if I did no: think a knaye 

I with a whore ſhould fade, and fo I have ; 

And would have pul.*d the bed-cloaths off withall : 
But father Teomars held them faſt 3; Call, call 


| Us what you pleaſe, here's neicher kaaye nor whore, 


But a conjugal pzir in God (though poor) 
I bleſs God for it : you in darkneſs grope, 
And I defie (with all his traſh) the Pope, 


Then in the cage they carci'd him away 


| There co the (ſocks with-one Fobn Dale he lay, 


(V'Vho ſhartly afcer dy*d) he told's faith, for which 
Deeraded and condemn'd he bucat at Norwich. 
7obe Alcock a young man, by trade a Shear-man 

a Had/y-Pariſh faid,I do nor tear man, 

O 3 Buz 
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But God.if for my Gcd 1 ſuffer may, 

*T will be a happy and a joyful day : 

As for the Pope, I will not be forgiven 

By him, forgive me thou great God of heayen, 
He was a Newgate pris'ner hereupon, 

And thruſt into the lower dungeon, 

Where he with cruel handling, and befide 

Ill keeping, ſuddenly fell Gick and dy'd. 

One Mr. Themas Benbriage though eltate 
Enough hz had,yet through the narrow gace 
Of perſecution did he chuſe to eater 

Into heaven's Kingdom ; manfuily adventure 
His life and limb for Ckiift, Truth he defeaded 
Agaiaſt the Pope till he was apprehended, 
Condzmn'd therefore ; at the place unappal'd, 
His rich apparel he pur off, and call'd 

Upecn his Gcd , then faftned to the ſtake, 

Said Dr. Seater to him, Do but make 

A recantation, 2nd thou ſhalt be freed + 

Said Mr. Benbridge, Shall I fo, indeed ? 

I thank you, bur 1 wili noc, Chriſt's my Guerdon ; 
I don" regard you man, no, nor your pardon. 
The DcRor ſaid, In troth it is a fin 

Good folk, to pray for ſuch 2 dog , begin 
Benbriage, begin a rew leaf, wilt thou ? (ay ? 
Away thou Babylonian, away, 

Benbriage reply*d ; they kind!ed then the wood 
VVhich burar his beard,yet he unmoyed Rood : 
Fire ſciz'd on's legs ; unable to abide 

SO grievous pains, I do Recant hecry'd : 

The fire* removed, and his life is granted ; 

Bur he his recantation recanted, 

(Ir pleafing Ged his conſcience to awake) 

And fix dayes after ſuff*red at the ſtake, 


John 
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Under the Rergn of Queen Mary, 


John Cock, Fames Alhly, Ale xander Lane, 
And Robert Miles, becauſe they did abſtaia 
From going to the Chuteh, did pafs the Fury 


| Of corm*cant Valcasn at Sr. Edmngnds Bury. 


One Philip Humphry, Fohn and Hemry David, 


| Two brothers, were deftroy*d, and yet were ſaved. 

| Green, Wilmot. Williams, Cotton, Collingboyow, 
And Harrs, whip*d. run through 2 deal of forrow, 
| One Alexander Gonge, and Alice Driver, 

By Mr. Nygon a Soffolk- Juſtice were 

| So hunted after, that a while tary lay, 

| For ſafety ſake, hid itn a mow of hay : 

| The Juſtice with his men ſearching abour, 

| Thruft Pirch-forks in the mow, and found them out, 
| Sent them to Helton goal, where being proy'd 
| A certain time, they were to Bury moy'd ; 


At the Aſſtzes, rhey Chriſt crucift'd 


| Boldly confeſſed, and the Pope defi's. 
| Alce Driver did compare (exceeling well) 
{ Queen Mary, in her ragegto Feſabel ; 


Her cars to be cut ct the Judge procur d, 


| Hereat, which ſhe rejoycingly endur'd. 


Both are to [pſwieh (en, examin'd there 
By Dre Spencer, Norwich Chanceller, 


| And others , the main matter was inten: 
{ About Chrifts preſence in the Sacrament. 
| Alce Driver did fo baffle them herein, 


That they had nothing to reply agin : 
Thus ſhe concluded then, the Lord be bleft 
You are (though learn'd) not able ia the leaſt 
T*oppoſe God's ſpirit in me a filly woman 
Of low degree, and tutoured by no man ; 
I am no Academick, aor was I 
E*ce brought up in the Univerſity, 
O 4 
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As ye have been yet in the truths defence, 

And in the cauſe of Chriſt my Maſtery, whence 

I power derive, I will fet foot to foot 

To any of you, if you put me co, 
For co maintain the ſame; and if | had 
A thouſand lives to loſe, T ſhould be glad 
To ler all go for it. The Chancellour 
Condemn'd, and ſent her to the Sec'lar power. 
Gowge alſo was condemn'd for Chrilt his name, 
And fo both ſweetly dy*d in [pſwich flame. 
Alce Driver's neck bring chaig'd,O taid ſhe (heed) | 
Here 15s a goodly handkerchi:t indeed | 
VVe1!, God be prailcd for irs As they ftand 
Ar ſtake,lome came to take them by the hand: 
The Sheriffe bids they be caught : che crowd forbid : 
The Sheriffe bids ler alone, and fo they did, 

There liv'd in Cornwall a religious D ame, 

Her husband a reculſanc, often came 

To hear Mais read,nor would he ever lin 

Till kis forc*d-wife did joyn wich him therein, 
V'Vhich was no little crcuble to her ſoul ; 

S he thereupon did ſeek the Lord, and roul 

Her ſelf upon him, and by earneſt prayer 

Crav'd his direGion ; God was pleas'd to hear, 
And one night fill'd ker with ſuch (pir%ual mirth, 
That ſhe enjoy'd a little heayzn on earth 3 

From husband, children, and from all ſhe run 

For cenſcierce fake, and for her living ſpun 3 

Yer to her husband ſhe return'd ar laſt, 
VVhere (but a very lictle time being paſt) 
Her acighbours apprehendinz, carry'd her 
To t'Biſhop of the town of Exeter ; 
She was condemned, and the reaſon why, 


VVas that ſhe ſpake againſt Idolatry, 
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Under the Reign of Queen Mary. 


The B.ſhop ſaid to her, VVoman do y'hear ? 
Minde your good husband, and your ctuldren dear. 
She anſwered, Remembred and forgot 

They're ſoon; I have them and I haye them not : 
While I enjoy'd my eafe, Irthem enjoy's, 

But now (all ſuch relations are y 
Standing here, as I do, in Chriſt his cauſe, 

Where I muſt either frangifie che Laws 

Of Grace,or Nature ; eitter Chriſt forſake, 

Or elſe my Husband ; I'm content tortake 

Chriſt as my heavenly Spouſz, and to rznounce 

The other with my children all at once. 

The Biſhop after much Argumencation, 

Gaye her a months time for conſideration, 

Szeing a Du:ch-man who new Noſes made 

For images defac'd when Edward (waid ; 

She ſaid, Mad-man, what meanſt thou ro compoſe 
New Noſes for ſuch images as thoſe, 

Which will ſo ſhortly looſe their hezds ? For this 
She was cloſe pris'aer kep*J, gor did {he mils 
Threataings,tauncs ſcoffes, call'd Anabaprift, whore, 
Mad- woman, drunkard, vagabond, and more. 
Then many ſpecious promiſes were us'd, 
Of liberty, of wealth ; which ſhe refus'd. 
With husband, goods, and childrea they affail 
To win her, buc yet nothing would prevail, 
Her heart was fixed truſting inthe Lord 
She had caſt anchor, and renounc'd, abhor'd 
The (in-involyed world, with all the wiles 
Which Satan uſes when he ſouls beguiles. 
She was deyoyd of learning, yer ſo yers'd 
Frh*Scriptures, that not onely ſhe rehers'd 
Appoſite proofs, Quotations, but could tell 
The Book and Chapter allo yery well. 
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Condemy'd and given to the ſec'lar powers 
The country Gentlemien came flocking to her 
Bidding her, yet co call on Ged tor grace, 
And ceaſe her fond opinions to embrace, 

So gor her husband, and her children dear ; 
Thou art a woman ignorant (we fear) 

And theſe things are too far aboye thy reach 
(Said they )the (ſhrub is lower chea the Beach, 
I am, (aid (he, indecd, 2nd yer my breath 
Vl give in witnets. cf my Saviours death, By 
O donor put me off with longer ſtay, Ex] 

For Ah !] am impatient of delay , | 
My loye hath wings, it hovers up and down, 
Ner can itzeſt, till glory {5 her own. 

My heart is fixed, 1 will never go 
Frcm what I faid, nor do as others do, 
Then faid the Biſhop, There*s no hopes to win her, 
The devil leadeth her, th2 deyil is in her, 
Nor ſo my Lord (quoth ſhe) Chrilt is my guide, 
His Spirit uphclds me, that I cannor (hide. 
She, when ſhe heard deaths ſentence patt upon her, 
Advaxc4d her voice, and faid, Unmared honour ! 
The Proverb's true. Loxp look d forgcomes at laft ; 
My Lord, ny Ged, I thank thee, that thou haſt 
Granted to me this day, my hearts deſire, 
In liſting me with thy celeſtial Quire, 
Woman, ſaid one, be thou a happy wife 

By thy recanting 3 O the ſweets of life ! 

No, ſaid ſhe, by no means, my life is hid 

With Chriſt in God, now the good Lord forbid 

That for this life, at beſt but tranſicory, 

T ſhould loſe heayen and ecernal glory : 

I have two husbands, but will onely cleave 
Unto my heayealy, and my carthly leave ; 
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Under the Reign of Queen Mary. 
The fellowſhip of Saints in heaven I crow 
Exceeds the having children here below : 
Ard if my husband and my children prove 
| Faithful, then am theirs, they haye my love ; 
God my good father is, God is my mother, 
God is my ſiſter, and G01 is my brother, 
God is my kinſman, God's my fairhful friend 
| Who will Rick cloſe unto me, cill the ends. 
To execution then led alo2g, 
' She was attended with a numyrous throag., 
Bound tothe ſtake, ſhe by the Popiſh Prieſts 
Was ſet upon again (unweicom gueſts !) / 
To whom ſhe thus 2 tor God's fiake now S1ye 0%; 
Your bibble babble, trouble me no more jy © 
With empty ſounds, fain would I, Oh ! divorce © 
My ſelf from your impertinent diſcour te. 
O God be merciful ro fiaful me, 
For Ah ! 1 onely do depend on thee. 
She ſtood with admirable patience 
Amidſt the flames, and fo her ſoul fizw hence. 
Sh*had ſuch a cheerful look, that one would ſay 
I: was her wedding, not her duraing day. 
She had been alwayes ſober in her diet, 
Neat in apparel, peaceable and quiet ; 
Alwayes a doing,neyer fitting ftill, 
During her health and limbs, by her good will ; 
Chain'd to her houſe; ſhe eyer would refuſe 
To g1d abroad, as molt ill-houſwiyes uſe, 
To all that came to hery her gracious heart 
Would ftreams of- conſolation impart. 
Gods word was herdelight, ſhe gaye good heed 
Ther husband in the Lord, a wifcindeed ! 
According to her power, ſhe at her door, 
And ac their ſey*ral homes, relicy'd the'poot 3 
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Five were ordain'd by men;but two by heaven : 
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And in the time of her calamity 
Would take no prefPred coyne , for, faid (he, 1 
Am going now to (Heaven) a City, where 


. No mony any Maſtery doth bear , 


Ard whillt T here remain, the Lord will feed 
My craving ftomack, ang tupply my need; 

It is his promite,and full ſure I be, 

That he which feeds the Ravens, will feed mr, 
One Richard Sharp, a Weaver by his trade 
In Br:flel City. apprehended, made 

A large confeſſion of his faith before 

One Dr, Dalby the there-Chanc*llour, 

Who by perſwaſive Arguments ſo wrought 
Upon his weaknels, thac he ſoon was brought 
To make a promiſe, That he would appear 
And publickely recan', and when, and where. 
Bur after this Apoltacy, Sharp fel: : 
His conſcience gall'd, hell's horrour fo indwett 
His ſoul, that he his calling could not minde, 
His colour went away, his body pin'd : 

Next Sabbath day going to Church, ke made; 
To the Qinire- door, and with a loud yoice ſaid, 
That Alcar, neighbours, pray bear me record, 
Is che Great Idol: I deny'd my Lord, 

But from the borcom of my heart am ſorry 
For what I don, in hazarding my Glary. 

He caught, condemn'd, and burn'd, with 7 how as 
Climb'd up to heaven from this tearful yale. (Hate 
One Thomas Benſon of the ſame town wear 
Toprif, for ſaying, That the Sacrament 

Was as they us'd it, nothing elſe but breads 
And not the body of the Lord indeedg 

As for the Sacraments, which you call ſeyen, 
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| ' And withan ardent zeal for God, ex 


Under the Rergn of Queen Mary. 


Give me the two, which I acknowledge true, 

And all the other five 1" leaye to you, ; 

Soon after this he did receive death's ſentence; 

And executed, to his God he ſent hence 

His bleſſ:d foul, which left its bodie's jail 

{ For Paradiſe, death having put in bail. 

| Now to conclude, The lzft that did maintain 

{ The Goſpel with their hearts-blood in the Raign 

Of Afary Queen, thar tell-begotten fury, 

Were theſe five Uitizens of Canterbury, 

| John Hurſt, John Coruford, (Captains in the fight) 
| Chriſtopher Brown, Alice Suoth, and Kath'rixe 
| Thethings imputed to their charge were,that(Kxigbt 
| Chriſts real preſence they denyed flat, 

; Afﬀrming onely theſe that do believe, 

Not wicked men,Chriſts dody do receive. 
The Pope they ſaid was Antichriſt, the Maſs 
Abominable , that a fin it was 
| To pray to Saints , that cringing to a croſs 
{ Was meer Idol*try and an errour groſs, &c. 

Sentence of condemnation being heard , 

; Forthwith John Cornford, was in ſpirit iirt'd, 
preſs'd 
* In the name of himſelf, and all the reſt 
' This doom 2: I*ch* name of Chfiſt our Sayiour, 

| The Son of God, the High'ſt, and by the poyer 
{ Of his moſt Holy-Ghoft as alſo by 
The Holy and Divine authority 
| Of the Apoſtolick and Carh*lick Church 
{ (Never yet totally left in the jurch) 

| We here turn oyer to the Prince of hell 
As ſlaves eternally ro howle and yell 

| In fulph'ry flames, the bodies of all thoſe 
| Blaſphemers, Hereticks, wha do oppoſe 
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The Perſecuttioi; of the Enaliſh Church 


The liviog God, and boliter up cheir errours 
Againſt che Trath, hence to the King of Terrours g 
So that by this thy righteous judgement ſhown 


Againſt thy foes,great God, thou mayf(i make known | 


Thy crue religion to thy greater glory 
And our fouls comfort when we read the ſtery 
Of thy great power, and to th*&dificaticn 
Of all cur well-migh ruinated Nation, 
Good Lord. to beir, be it fo, Amen, 
And this his excommunication then 
Took great cfteRt againlt truth*s enemies. 
Queen Afar within x daycs after gics, 
And Tyranrie with her ; there is no hope 
Of any longer footing for the Pope ; 

In Exgland now great joy berides to all 


The faith-ey 'd Saints, who wiſh'd Prouc Babels fall: 


Yet the Archdeacon, andq's aflociates quick 
(Knowing the Queen was dangercully tick } 
Condemn'd thoſe picus perſons tothe ſlime, 
And kurii'd ther away. . When there they came, 
In Chriſt kis name they offer*d up their prayers, 
As holocaufis to the Almighties ears. 

To God they pray'd, to God-for eyer blelt, 
Preferring this requeſt amoagſt the relt , 

That if ic were his will, their blood might be 

The laſt that ſhould be ſhed, ſo Lord pray we. 
No ſooner had they pray'd, but heayen retura'd 
A gracious anſwer,they the laſt that burn'd, 
Great God (ſaid they) we cheerfully reſign 

Our ſouls into thoſe bleſſed hands of thine 
Amidſt theſe flames ; their ſpirirs did aſcend 
Toglory, which ſhall gever have AN END. 


Gloria Deoin Excelſis. 


| 
] 
| 
] 
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| Nine Maids, two Bcyes, and two young Babes (to 
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Uel's Julgements upon the Perſecutors of 1X 
Church and children. 


Lace fit the Goſpel in the Ears did ring, 
Of Exglazxd under Lucius the King ; 
Never did King or Queen the Land ſoftain 


With Chriſtian blood. as in her four years reign 


Queen Mary did 2: ſhe burned in her fury 

An Arch-Biſhop, (and he of Canterbury ) 

Four Biſhops, rwenty cre Divines or more, 

Eight Gentlemen, Artif*cers cighty foure, 
Husbandmen, Seryants, and poor Labouring men 
Five {core 5 Wives twenty fix, Widdowes ewiceten ; 


VVece ſent) in all ewo hundred ſeventy ſeyen.(heayen 
Sixty four more for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake 
VVere perſecuted fore ; which could not ſhake 
Their heaven-built faith , ſeven whereof were ftrip'd 
Stark naked, and moſt mercileſly whip'd. 

Sixtcen in priſon periſhing,had dung 

(After the Nabathean culttom) fluag 

Upon their outcalt bodies : Some did lie 

In captivated chains, condema'd x0 die, 

But were deliv'red from approaching death 

By ch* happy entrance of Elizaber 
* Qur glorious Queen, our Pallas and Aftrza, 
« Of Grace and Virtue the divine Idea , 
Many did ſpend, by reafon of exile, 

Their dayes in trouble, and their years in toile. 


But 
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But as Queen Xfary lavithed the blood 

Of her beſt ſubjeRs, and the truth withſtood 
Unto the u:meoſt of her power z ſo God 
Scourged her ſouncly with his flamizg rod, | ( 
Both in her life and death , for whilſt ſhe liv'd, | ( 
What did ſhe proffer ia which ſhe atchiev's ? 

To inſtance in a few particulars, | 
And firft, her fair'lt and qoreacett man of War (vy 
Unmacch'd r>:*Chriftian world,ca'd the great Hay. 
Was burnt by heavenly flames, Then would ſhe mar- 
Spaniſh King Phelsy, fo expoſe ro dangers (ry | 
Poor Ezgland urder barb'cous foes and firangers. | 
She labour'd much, but never could atrain 
To joyn the Engliſh co the Spaniſh Raign. 


Then did ſhe fer about the rettauracion 

Of AbSey-lands throughout the Briciſh nation : 
Her fel! bzgan according to the Popes 
Directions, yer fruſtrate were all her hopes. 
God o'ce her land then ſuch a famine ſpied, 
Thar her poor ſubjeRs upon Acorns ted, 

Then Calice where the Engliſh did. remain 
During eleven Kings reigns from her was ta'in ; 
Which loſs ſo griey'd her, as ſhe did impart, 
That Calice was engraven in her heart. 

Again in child-birth never woman had 
S*unfortunate ſucceſs as ſhe,ſo bad : 

For if ſhe was with child, and had e'ce been 
In travel, why ? why was it never ſeen? 

If aot, why wasthe Kingdom ſo beguild ? 
Some io the Pulpit for her new-bora child 
Recurning'thanks:thus her deſires b'ing croft, 
She thea th*affeRions of her husband loſt : | 
She could not him enjoy, nor might ſhe {mother 


This ber firſt loye, by marrying another, 


. 
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Gods Judgements upon Perſecutors. 


Although ſhe did ſo many Judgements feel, 
Yet would ſhe not her bloody Laws repeal : 
She had no minde to (top the opened yan, 
| Orcloſe the bleeding Orifice again 
| Of dying Saints. Ac laſt the Lord did pleaſe 
To ſtrike her with a languiſhing diſeaſe, 
| V'Vhereof ſhe dy'd ; and having held the crowa 

(ry | Five years, and five months onely, laid it down, 
xr. | Horrible tempeſts, mortal ſicknefles, 
ar- | Plagues, famines, burning fevers, did perpeſs 
(ry | The grieved land, (the fourth year ſhe did ſway) 
rs, | And ſwept a multicude of folks away : 
So that in ſix weeks ſpace in Londox there 
Dy'd ſeven Aldermen, V Vheat that ſame year 
Yielded four marks the Quarter ; Maulc a Peck 
Fourty tour ſhillings 3 as much Peaſe did make 
| Two pound fix ſhillings eight peace z ro a crown _ 
| Thefollowing year a Peck of VVheat came down g 
| Four ſhillings eight-pence Maul: ; of Ry a Strike 

Take for a groat you may, if it you like. 
Ta her fifth year, a thundring rempeſt came 
| And batt'red down ewo towns neer Netingham, 
| Flung ſheets of lead abroad, bells from the ſteeple, 
Tore trees up by the roots, ſlew divers people, &c, 
| Alfoa great mortality was known 
| Jn Autumn then, Corn food unreap'd,unmown, 
And rotted in the fields; hence did enſue 
Great ſcarcity, the lab'rours bong 


So much of her ; nor mult my Muſe paſs by 


Her chiefeſt Inſtruments of cruelcy, 

| Firſt to _ with Stephen Gard'ner then 
Biſhop of Winchefter, whoſe end my 
Difdains to mention ewice 2 I will t 
Add onely this, That lying - the door 


| 
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Gods Judgements upon Perſecutors. 


Of merc'leſs death,and bring put in minde 
Of Peter his denying Chriſt, h: whin'd 
This anſwer out, VVith Peter 1 deay 'd 
The Lord, bur there is ſomewhar elſe belide 
_ VVantiog in me 2 Alas ! I never ſpent | 
A tear, nor can (as Peter did) repefit, , | 
Morgan St, Davids Bilhop, who (high baſe) 
Condemned Ferrar, and uſurp d his place, 6 
Did yori up his meat through mouth and noſe [ 
(O horrible) until his life did cloſe. ; 
Then Mr. Leyſos high Sheriffe, fet away 
This Martyrs Catrel inthis own grouad : they 
Nomeat would catynor touch a blade of graſs, 
But bellowed and roar'd till death (Alas !) 
Oae Juſtice Aforgan who condemned had 
Lady ane Grey, within 2 while fell mad : 
Nethiag but Lady Jaxe, his voice did ſound , 
The Lady are, {Oh ! how her name did wound!) | 
The Lady Fant, the Lady 7 anc 3 O take | 
The Lady axe away; no more he ſpake, 

D ##xings the Norwich Chancellour for's hate 
To the truth, dy'd as in his chair he fate, 

Berry of Norfolk Commiſſary, one 

Bura'd harmleſs Sxints, fell with an heavy groan 
Down to the ground. and neyer did recovers 
Oae Biſhop Thormer Suffragan of Dover, 
A cruel man, while on a Sabbath-day 

He looked o*e his men, to ſee them play 
Ac Bowles,on him did the dead palley fall 
Carry'd to bed, he was defir'd to call 
The Lord to minde ; Yea, faid he, ſo I do; 
Not onely ſo, but my Lord Card'aal too x 
So deſperately dy*d. Another tool 

Of Hell at Greinnysrh went to Card'nal Pool 
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Gods Judgements uÞan Perſecugars. 


To get his bleſſing ; bur returning faſt, 

He fell down ſtairs, and brake his neck for halt, 
Grimwood a wretch, who had himſelt forſworn, 
Being in Harvelt ſtacking of his corn, 

His bowels ſuddenly fell out. Theſe two 

Capon and Feff*ry, DoRtors, undergo 

At Salſbwry ſudden deaths. Mr, Weodroffe 
Sheriffte of Londen dyed ſoon enough. 

One Clerk, who did the Godly Saints cevour, 
Hanged himlelf, ac laft in London-Tower. 


Cox a Promoter, going well his bed, 


' When the next morn aroſe, was found Rone dead; 


Dale dy'*d of lice. - One Troling Smith, a great 


| Foetothe truth, dy'd {uddenly iti? itreet. 


Paul, London Town-Clerk an accuried wretch 
Did voluntarily an halter ſtretch. 


A lightning ſtrcke did Robert Baldwin kill. 


; Cardinal Poe/ of an TIcalian Pill 

| Dy'das "was thought. Dr. Foxford, Blome field, 
' And Leland too, to (udden deaths did yield. 

| OncDr, Wi0:aws Chanc'liour of Glogefter, 


| Died the death before he was aware. 
| One Lever ſaid he had at Oxford been, 


| And thatill-fayour'd kaaye, Latimer cen, 


Tooth'd like an horſetbut mark we what did follow; 


| - His ſon ſoon hang'd himſelf. Once #iliam Swallow 
Loſt all his hair; off all his nails did pill; 


And's wife was taken with thefalling ill. 

Brown, Lardin, Potto, en*mies of George Eaples, 
D'yd a dogs ſhameful deatk(three precty Beaoles ?} 
A Sheriffes map, who cruelcy had aQed 
Againſt Jawzes Abbes deſpair'd & dy'd diftrated. 
In Lincoln(hire, Burton who Bayliffe was 

Of Crowlaxnd, labour'd co ſer up the Maſs ; 
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But the Pariſhioners with wiſe delay 

Still put him oft z upon a Sabbath-day 

This Burton went to Church, (when all men fail')) 
And on the Service-reading Curate rail'd : 

Sirrah (ſaid he,) a Maſs, (what ?)) may'nt we have ? 
Buckle your ſelf toir,you whorſon knave, 

Or by Gods-Blood 11 ſheath, I that I will, 

My dagger in your ſhoulder ; vex me fill, 

Do? you had belt. Th'affrighted Curate made 

No more ado, but Maſs in Latin faid. 

Soon after this, as Burton with one more, 

Rode og the road za crosking Crow flew o*ce 

His head, and dung d ; which falling on his noſe, 
Ran down his ſlab'cing beard ; bur in the cloſe 
Burtowx was fo perfum'd, that one would think 

No Jakes could yield fo horrible a ſtink 

As he good man ! Sweet Buygon go thy way 
Contented, thhaft enough , fuch luck they ſay 

As thine is good 2 if the b:|t luck betide 

To tools. thou art nor oa the wiſer (ide. 

Halt Barton, haſt what need I bid thee haſt 

Whcm miſchance drives ? Oh, Oh, cries he, at laſt, 
My veiy bowels up ſuch reachings mike, 

My head even break*, ough, ough,and hearteſtrings 
A plague upon, a vengance take the crow (ake1 
That poyſor'd him, and made him yomic fo : 

And ſo he dy'd. The black-ey'd night inters 
Bonner s corps amongſt thieves and murtherers. 


Is not defirufion to the wicked , aud firange 
Judgements to the Workers of intquity ? 
It s a Righteous thing with God, to recompence 
tribulation to them that treuble you ; and to 
Jou that are trewbled, reſk with as. 


Roma 


Gods Judgements upon Perſecutors. 


Roma d11 titubans, var1ijs crroribus acta, 
Corruct, & mundi deſiner efſe Capur. 


' | Romtrot ring long laden with Erronre ftore, 


Alt laſt ſhall fall, and Head the World no more. [ 


AMEN. 


MRTRTRHERETRER ERS 


FINIS. 


VITIFTCIATITITRERE 
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